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1  am  making  fairly  good  progress  with  the  station  report  v/hich  I  am 
working  cn  nov/.      It  is  ho^^■eve^  a  big  jcb  to  bring  together  and  summarize  all  the 
data  v/hich  has  accumulated  during  4  years-      'i  have  estimated  that  it  will  take 
about  three  weeks;  including  the  present  week,  to  finish* 

The  potato  market  is  greatly  imprcvedf  $1»50  per  hundred  being  offered 
today.      It  is  estimated  that  there  are  700  to  800  cars  in  the  district  at 
present » 

(Ghas,F.  Clark.) 

Tercme.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending!  April  5.  1919., 

During  the  week  ths  weathsr  conditions  have  baen  generally  lavoratle 
until  Friday  oM  Saturday,  whin  «9  haT«  Imd  f«ia  ae«oap4ni»d  l»y  viad  vitb  th« 
temperature  e6w^)vhat  lowr  tha»  during  the  early  part  tt  the  weeks 

Vfe  have  seeded  the  oat  ground  cn  section  2,  and  the  preparation  of  the 
sefttion  to  be  cultivated  this  year  will  be  started  soon,      I  find  upon  examin- 
ation that  the  alfalfa  seeding  of  last  year  is  rather  poor  and  I  have  secured 
the  seed  for  this  area  which  v/i  11  be  sown  the  early  part  of  the  coming  week» 
The  potato  seed  is  all  in  fine  condition  and  seems  to  be  as  shown  in  the  chart 
obtained  at  the  office  when  in  Washington. 

(L.L.Ccrbett) 

Presaue  Isle,  Me.  March  28,  April  4th  and  9th.  1919, 

Arrived  here  March  28,  and  found  th^  greenhouse  in  good  condition. 
The  heating  system  seems  to  be   in  good  working  condition.      Have  prepared  soil 
for  the  seed  pans  and  will  scv/  seed  right  away, 

April  4<     Am  mailing  a  four  pound  box  of  tubers  of  Seedling  39515  to 
the  Office  for  observation  concerning  a  dark  discoloration  of  the  surface  of  the 
tuber.      Apparently  this  trouble  has  its  point  of  origin  in  the  lenticels.  It 
is  warm  today  and  the  snow  is  melting  fast.      Potatoes  are  selling  at  from  $3,00 
to  ^4e00  per  barrel?  the  market  therefore  is  active  and  buyers  are  eager  to  pur- 
tJhase : 

April  9.    Received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Clark  yesterday  in  which  he  inclos' 
ed  the  several  lots  of  potato  seed  that  he  wished  to  have  sovm.      This  seed  v/as 
sown  on  the  Sth.       Snow  is  going  fast  and  from  present  indications  we  shall  have 
an  early  Spring,      Potatoes  are  selling  around  A3, 00  per  barrel  vdth  some  bringing 
a  hi -her  price^ 

(p»M<Lombard) « 

ijed  B_ank.  N,J.  Notes, 

Mr,  Jann  and  the  writer  arrived  at  Red  Bank,  N„.T,  Wednesday  forenoon, 
April  2,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  an  experimental  acre  of  potatoes  on  the  farm 
of  Mr,  Thercn  McCamptell  \"hi0  I'^is  very  kindly  placed  the  necessary  land  and  his  . 
farm  equipment  at  the   disposal  of  ti-ie  Department  in  order  that  some  potato  deJicn-> 
>    stration  work  might  be  carj'ied  on  at  bhat  povrn;..      The  purpose  of  this  investi'^ 
gaticn  is  to  determine  what  ccmmor'^ial  varieties  can  be  successfully  grown  in 
that  section,  and  whether  any  oi  them  can  be  profitably  grown  as  a  substitute  for 
the  American  Giant  which  is  the  leading  variety  in  this  particular  portion  of 
Ue\\-  Jersey,      Cdmparative  tests  are  also  being  made  between  different  strains  of 
Ajcerican  Giants,  Green  Ilcuntains  ,  Rural  I^ew  Yorker  Mo.  2y  Rural  Russets  and  Irish 
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Co'?: bier.      The  trial  also  includes  some  20  varieties  and  17  seedlings,  all  of  which 
are  planted  on  a  comparatively  small  basis;  the  idea  being  simply  that  cf  observe- 
ing  their  behavior  under  Ne'.v  Jersey  conditicns.      The  eeed  "/as  disinfected  on  the 
2no.  and  planted  on  the  3rd  of  Apt'il, 

^i^f^hington  Notes* 

The  present  v/eek  had  been  devoted  to  putting  up  seed  potatoes  for  shipment 
ags'  "^Vom'i^  P'resqu©  Isle  and  other  points  and  to  straightening  up  xhv  potato  stor- 
i^S'.v  dut\^_^_  ^J^^X^fat  1  cn  for  my  appr -.ncbing  c''»'^arture  from  Washington  to  - 

l^A^blnpton  Notes.  toil__12j_ 

With  the  advent  of  Spring  and  of  field  work  "The  has^again  be- 

cone  a  necessity*      Sb  ?nany  thirds  have  transpired  bince  ov.r  last  edition  that 
v/ouj.d  be  of  interest,  that  it  seems  a  pity  net  to  have  them  recorded,  but  it  is 
obviously  impossible  to  do  so  in  the  space  allct'^ei  U3« 

The  uppermost  thought  in  the  minds  of  the  ^spud- woirkets"  just  at  pre- 
sent  is  that  of  the  approaching  marriage  cf  our  efficJiertt  co-worker,  Miss  Margaret 
C6nnor,  ^^hose  marriage  to  Mr.  Edwe  Vosbury  also  bf  the  Office  of  Horticultural 
and  Pomological  Investigations  is  scheduled  for*  April  19.      I  am  sure  that  I 
voice  the  sontiment  of  all  of  Miss  Connor^  3  do«*wcrkers  when  I  say  that  while  vre 
shall  miss  her  presence  among  us  very  much,  v;e  ax  the  same  time  extend  to  her  and 
to  her  "husband-to~be"  our  best  v/ishese 

Prof.  J.  Gft  Milward  cf  Madiscn,  Wis,  camd  to  Washington  thi^  wdek  for 
a  conference  regarding  the  comparative  seed  potato  trials  no'v  under  way  ill 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Arkansas,  and  the  seed  potato  improvement  work  that 
is  to  te  carried  on  cooperatively  by  the  Wisconsin  Experimeht  Station  and  this 
Department  at  the  Spooner  Branch  Station,  Spooner.  'dVis.      A:  number  cf  lots  of 
certified  seed  stock  have  already  been  purchased  and  Prcf«  Milward  is  to  assist 
in  securing  additional  lots^      An  attempt  will  be  made  to  secure  from  8  to  10 
strains  each  of  Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph  and  Early  Ohio  potatoes  for  purposes  of 
comparative  studies  this  summer  with  the  idea  cf  selecting  at  the  close  of  the 
season  the  best  performing  strain  of  each  variety  for  propagation  on  a  large  enough 
scale  in  1920  to  provide  an  edequats  quantity  of  high-gr^de  seed  to  enable  those 
who  wish  to  become  growers  of  high  class  seed  stock  to  purchase  enough  to  make 
their  initial  start© 

Arrangements  hive  been  made  tc  continue  this  line  of  work  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Minnesota  and  Presque  Isle,  Me.      Cooperative  agreements  have  recently 
been  made  between  the  Departne  nt  arri  the  Iowa,  Oregon  and  Washington  Experiment 
Station  people  by  '.vhich  similar  work  in  the  development  of  high-grade  seed  pota- 
toes will  be  undertaken  in  these  respective  states*      These  new  stations  will 
^very  materially  increase  the  work  of  this  Office  arid  will  necessitate  additional 
help  to  successfully  carry  it  on. 

Mr.  Jann,  cur  field  station  aid  underwent  a  miner  surgical  operation 
this  week  at  his  home  in  West  Philadelphia*     It  is  expected  he  will  return  to  the 
Office  the  first  cf  the  week.      ^-'e  have  arrarged  to  send  Mr,  Jann  tc  Presque 
Isle  about  April  20  to  assist  in  the  field  work  at  that  point*      He  will  remain 
at  Presque  Isle  until  the  crop  is  harvested. 
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Mr»  W,  C,  Edmundscn  ?-nd  v/ife  laave  Tashir^tcn  for  Greeley,  Colorado, 
about  April  16>  to  assume  charge  sf  the  potato  station  at  that  point.      Dr«  C«  F, 
Clark  7/hs  has  been  in  charge  of  this  station  for  the  past  four  years,  leaves 
Greeley  about  May  1,  to  assucce  direct  charge  of  the  breeding  and  selection  work 
on  Aroostook  Farm,  Presque  Isle,  Me»      It  is  proposed  for  the  next  few  years  to 
devote  considerable  attention  to  selection  problems  in  order  to  determine  the 
real  practical  or  commercial  value  of  selection  work. 

Mr.  George  W,  Dewey,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Jerome  Potato 
Station,  at  Jerome,  Idaho,  since  the  Spring  of  1914  resigned  in  January  to  accept 
a  position  as  County  Agent  of;  Canyon  County,  Ida,  '.vith  headquarters  at  Caldwell* 
The  former  co-werkers  of  Mr,  Dewey  extend  their  best  wishes  t©  him  in  his  new 
field  of  endeavor, 

Mr,  L,  L»  (Torbett,  formerly  of  the  Office  of  Sugar  Beet  Investigations, 
assumed  charge  of  the  Jerome  Station  about  March  15, 

Prof*  l»,CjCerbett  is  absent  on  an  extended  field  trip  covering  the 
Southwest  and  V/est  as  well  as  points  in  the  Middle  Wast  where  the  Department  is 
carrying  en  investigational  v;ork« 

The  potato  situation  presents  a  much  more  hopeful  outlook  at  the 
present  time  than  it  has  sirjce  early  last  fallo    Prices  for  good  table  stock  have 
advanced  from  50  to  100^  in  seme  localities  during  the  past  six  v/eeks* 

Miss  Wimmer  agrees  to  get  "The  Eye"  out  promptly  each  weekj  provided 
you  are  prompt  in  sending  in  your  notes* 

(lm# Stuart), 
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Greeley.  Celo> 


For  week  ending  April  12.  1919» 


The  potato  market  is  scmev/hat  weaker  just  at  present;  the  price  having  dropp- 
ed -tc  vl«50  -  $1.60  per  hundred  v;hich  is  10  cents  lov;er  than  the  quotations  for  a 
^    week  ago.      It  is  estimated  that  about  500  cars  are  still  in  the  district.  No 
reliable  figures  axe  yet  available  regarding  the  acreage  for  the  coming  season 
though  it  is  certain  to  be  somewhat  less  than  last  year. 

(Chas. F.Clark) , 


Je.rorrej_Xdaho^  For  week  ending  April  12.  1919.  ' 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable  for 
farming,  and  all  farm  operations  are  being  pushed  with  all  speed  in  order  to  keep 
pace  with  the  season.      Practically  every  available  acre  is  being  planted  with 
wheat,  and  at  present  it  looks  as  if  other  crops  v;ould  be  in  good  demand  next  fall. 

The  potato  market  took  an  upward  trend  for  a  few  days  but  at  present  there 
is  no  market  at  all  for  Irish  potatoes.      Our  surplus  stock  of  53,260  pounds  had 
been  sold  and  delivered,  hovrever,  before  this  increased  price  took  effect;  we  sold 
at  $1,10  per  hundred,  at  Jerome. 

3y  tonight  (Apr*  12)  our  alfalfa  crowning  will  be  practically  doriS  ,  and  we 
will  be  ready  to  corragate  where  necessary.      I  anticipate  some  difficulty  in 
killing  Vne  alfalfa  being  compelled  to  crown  at  this  season,  but  there  was  no 
recourse  and  now  wg  will        compelled  to  handle  it  as  best  we  can. 

There  seem  to  have  been  but  few  Irish  potatoes  held  over  winter  in  this 
section;  i  knov;  of  but  four  or  possibly  five  cars  going  out  this  spring. 

The  sentiment  among  the  farmers  throughout  the  tract  is  tc  reduce  potato 
acreage,      I  cannot  make  an  estimate  at  this  time  on  the  possible  acreage  for  the 
year  but  hope  to  get  some  line  on  it  within  a  few  days. 

(L.L^CPjrbctt;. 


Presque  Isle,  Ue.  For  week  ending  April  12.  1919. 

Work  began  on  Aroostook  farm  this  year  Karch  28.      A  If  ire  was  started  in  the 
greenhouse,  and  about  40  lots  of  seed  were  sown  in  pots*      This  represents  4.0 
different  crosses,  and  from  these  we  propose  to  pot  about  5000  seedlings. 

Seed  has  been  selected  from  the  variety  collection  and  from  all  of  the  seed.^ 
lings;  the  seed  fur  the  unsp^.'ayed  block  and  the  diseased  plat  are  ready  to  plant, 
wo  will  probably  finish  treating  seed  this  week. 

All  but  three  lets  of  potatoes  for  the   seed  development  v/ork  have  arrived 
and  have  been  treated. 

The  weather  has  been  very  cloudy  with  much  rain  for  the  t)ast  twc  weeks. 
Potatoes  have  gone  as  high  as  §3.60  per  barrel  this  spring,  but  this  week  are 
about  ^^3.00  per  barrel, 

(P.Me.Lombard) . 


Nerielk.  Va,  Apx-il  M.  1^19. 

The  follov/ing  paragraph' v.'as  taken  from  Prof.  Johnson's  letver  of 
April  14  addressed  to  Mr.  Stuart: 

"There  are  a  few  potatoes  appearing  above  ground  this  morning,      I  will 
wateh  these  and  let  you  know  v/hen  a  sufficient  number  appear  to  justify  a  visi- 
to  this  place«.     If  we  should  have  some  warm  rains,  I  think  the  potatoes .would 
be  ready  for  inspection  within  ten  days,  but  if  the  weather  remains  as  cool  as 
v/e  have  had,  it  will  probably  be  somev/hat  later  than  that  before  it  will  be  v;orth 
your  while  to  come." 

V/ashington  Notes.  For  the  v.-eek  ending  P.vrrl  ?.9 .  ll;^:'^  * 

Mr,  &  Mrs*  W,        Edmundson  left  -^i'ashington  for  Greeley_^,  Colo.  Tursday- 
afternoon,  April  15.      Mr.  Jann  left  Thursday  evening  {April  17;  fov  Presque 

Isle,  liBr 

Continued  wet  and  cold  weather  is  delaying  farm  and  garden  operations 
in  this  se:jtion. 

Maine  grown  Irish  Cobbler  seed  potatoes  are  being  offered  hy  ■'"ha  Bolgiano 
Seed  Company  at  from  c4,50  to  $4,7  5  per  saok. 

The  April  issue  oi'  the  Bureau  <^f  Ciop  Estimates  gives  the  indicated  1919 
potato  acreage  of  the  principal  commercial  early  shipping  areas  m  the  United 
States  as  132,245  acres.      The  1918  acreage  in  these  sam^  areas  was  ?28;445: 
This  shows  a  decrease  in  the  1919  acreage  of  42,1  per  cent. 

The  April  16  issue  of  the  Market  News  Service  reports  Florida  Sprulding 
No.  4  selling  in  Nev/  York  at  $12,00  -  ?13,00  per  barrel.      This  is  the  same  piice 
as  v/as  paid  for  Florida  stock  April  2  4, 

The  writer  will  probably  visit  Norfolk  next  v;eek  to  take  germination 

notes . 

Our  new  loose  sheet  nete  blanks  with  perforated  stub  have  been  received 
from  the  printer  and  are  being  put  in  bocks  of  20  sheets  each  with  a  blank  sheet 
placed  between  each  descriprive  sheet.      These  notebooks  will  be  used  for  i-e"crrl- 
ing  notes  on  the  perf orriiance  o^  the  Triumph  strains  in  the  South  and  the  j:ee:. 
potato  development  in  the  North. 

Dr,  Edson  expects  to  leave  Sunday  evening  on  a  field  trip  to  Louisiana. 
Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Arkansas  for  the  purpose  of  taking  paxhological  notes  on  the 
Triumph  strains  of  potatoes  that  are  being  jrrown  in  these  four  states. 

The  editor  of  ''The  Eye"  regrets  that  the  first  issue  contained  jumbled 
lines  in  pages  2  and  3  thereof.      This  was  due  to  the  inexperience  of  the  person 
operating  the  mult c graph  machine. 

(Wm,  Stuart;  t 
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Greeley.  Colo.  For  the  week  ending  April  19.  1919. 

The  potato  movement  is  comparatively  slo^"  at  present.      The  daily  shipments 
during  the  past  \7eek  have  been  frcm  5  to  15  cars.      The  price  for  No.  1  stock  is 
,     $1.40  to  t^l.50  per  hundred.      It  is  estimated  that  about  400  cars  remain  in  the 
district. 

At  the  station  ^;ood  progress  has  been  made  v.ith  the  field  v/ork.      The  grain 
has  been  so\yn,  the  alfalfa  is  being  irrigated  and  '76  will  soon  begin  plov/ing  the 
potato  ground. 

*  .  (Chas»  F,  (Tlark) 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  April  19.  1919. 

During  the  week  the  ^'eather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable,  v/ith 
the  temperatures  ranging  somevhat  lov-'er  than  normal.      V/©  have  had  rainfall  enough 
to  keep  the  soil  moist  and  cereal  crops  are  coming  nicely,  our  oats  are  coming 
up  and  v/ithin  a  day  or  two  will  be  easily  seen  over  the  whole  field. 

The  Irish  potato  situation  remains  unchanged,  very  little  demnd  and 
prices  ranging  from  $1.00  to  $1,10  per  hundred. 

There  is  plenty  of  soil  moisture  for  germination  of  grain  crops  planted, 
no  irrigation  water  having  been  required  to  date,  and  with  plenty  of  moisture  for 
present  requirements*      Field  operations  are  progressing  rapidly,  and  barring  ac- 
cidents, we  will  be  ready  to  plant  all  crops  at  the  proper  time. 

(L.Ii.Corbett) 

■  Presque  Isle.  For  the  -geek  ending  April  19.  1919 > 

The  weatha  r  has  continued  cloudy  and  rainy.      The  Potato  market  is  on 
the  upward  trend,  reaching  $4.00  Saturday  and  one  sale  v/as  made  for  sH.10i> 
Ho%yever,  there  is  very  little  hauling;  the  farmers  apparently  are  waiting  for 
stili  better  prices* 

Ve  have  treated  most  of  the  seed;  will  finish  Monday  all  but  some  stock 
in  our  storage  experiment  which  cannot  be  treated  much  before  May  1. 

Mr.  Jann  arrived  Saturday  mornii^  to  assist  with  the  work  here  this  season. 

(P.M.Lombard). 

Norfolk.  Va.  E'xtracts  irom  letters  of    April  21  and  23.  1919.  . 

April  21 «  V/e  have  been  experiencing  son^  cold  weatlier  in  the  last  fev; 
days,  Yesterday  morning  the  thermometer  temperature  registered  38,  but  ther© 
was  considerable  frost.      This  has  'md  a  tendency  to  delay  potato  germination* 

April  23.    Bugs  are  beginning  to  get  in  their  work,  but  v-e  are  dusting 
the  plants  with  Paris  green  mixture,  which  I  think  will  control  them  satis- 
factorily, 

,  »  (T;C.  Johns  on) 

Vifaahington  No  tee.  Friday.  April  25.  1919. 

#  Littl©  «f  interest  has  occurred  here  since  the  last  issue  of  "The  Eye"* 

Ther©  has  been  rather  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  correspondence  this  \veek, 
owing  to  the  placing  of  orders  f©r  seed  potatoes  f®r  the  Wisconsin  and  lUnneseta 
seed  potato  imprevement  studies.      Ilr,  E,  S.  Robertson  of  Pullman,  Washington 
has  received  a  tenqjcrary  appointment  by  this  office  to  supervise  the  purehase , 


assembling  and  planting  cf  seed  potatoes  in  the  Palouse  district  of  Vfeshinr^ton 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  and  developing  high  -:rade  Oregon  gro^"n  seed  pota- 
toes.     Preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  appointrcent  of  two  similar 
assistants  to  supervise  the  seed  potato  improven:ent  verk  in  the  state  cf  Oregon 
and  one  in  lova.      Full  irfonaation  relative  to  the  exact  ground  location  at 
v'hich  ve  purpose  to  inaugurate  the  seed  potato  improvensnt  ^Tork  cannot  be  given 
at  this  writing. 

As  a  result  of  a  proposition  3ubr::itted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  for  Scotland  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Houston,  an  exchange 
of  American  potato  varieties  f  or  a  collection  of  Scotch  varieties  ^vas  arranged 
bet'veen  the  two  departments.      The  American  collection  consisting  of  56  varieties 
and  25  seedling  potatoes  v/as  fonvarded  in  the  latter  part  of  February  and  under 
date  cf  March  20,  1919,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland 
v.Tote  a  letter  to  the  undersigned  in  -arhich  he  called  my  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  "'ould  be  forwarded  by  the  S,  S.  Vitellia,  \;^ich  ■s'as  to  sail  on  March 
22,  a  shipment  of  4-2  named  varieties  and  2  seedlir^s.      All  efforts  to  locate 
this  shipment  have  thus  far  proved  unavailing  and  it  is  feared  that  if  much 
further  delay  occurs  tie  seed  stock  -ill  be  seriously  injured.      This  shipment 

is  especially  interesting,  in  viev  of  ■^ho  fact  that  it  is  supposed  to  embody  the 
standard  and  new  varieties  of  potatoes  nov  being  grown  in  Scotland.      It  also 
has  a  still  further  interest  to  the  potato  pathologists  of  this  country,  ovdng 
to  the  fact  that  30  out  of  the  42  varieties  included  in  the  list  are  rated  as 
immune  to  the  wart  disease  \'?hich  has  recently  been  discovered  in  Luzerne  County, 
Pennsylvania,      If  the  shipment  is  received  in  time  it  is  intended  to  plant 
thie  se  varieties  in  v'art  disease  free  soil  in  Luzerne  County  pending  observation 
as  to  their  entire  freedom  from  this  dJrsease. 

Ovring  to  the  unusually  cool  and  rainy  v'eather  the  taking  of  germination 
notes  on  the  potatoes  at  the  Norfolk  Truck  Experiment  Station  has  teen  post- 
poned.     I  nov  plan  to  go  to  Norfolk  the  evening  of  the  2ath. 

(V/m,  Stuart). 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Margaret  Connor,  the  clever  scientific  assistant  in 
the  Spud  DepartiTE  nt  of  this  office  to  Mr.  Edward  Vosbur^'  took  place  Saturday 
afternoon,  April  19  at  4  P.M.  at  the  College  Women's  Club.      The  girls  present 
r^GTQ  not  surprised  to  note  that  the  most  dignified  members  of  our  scientific 
force  \7ere  among  the  first  to  take  advantage  of  thie  privilege  to  kiss  the  bride, 
\Tho  looked  so  very  sv?eet  in  her  T-edding  apparel  that  v/e  did  not  blame  them  a  bit^ 

Mr,  Vosbury  is  connected  \7ith  the  Subtropical  Fruit  Investigations  of 
this  office  and  during  the  War  served  as  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Service 
in  France.      He  looked  so  handsom.e  and  distinguished  in  his  uniform  that  some  of 
the  girls,  not  wishing  to  be  outdone  by  the  men,  kissed  both  the  bride  and 
grcoc. 

(Editor) ♦ 
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Greeley  t  Colo.  For  the  ^ueek  endin-g.  April  26,  1919. 

There  has  been  but  little  ohan^^e  in  potato  prices  since  last  v;eek.  It 
is  estimated  that  there  are  at  least  300  more  cars  to  po  out  of  tEhis  district, 
it  is  believed  that  the  acreage  for  the   coming  season  will  be  only  about  25  per 
cent  of  the  acreage  of  last  year. 

I.'r.  E'dmundson  arrived  in  Greeley  Tuesday  and  is  no'«'  busily  engaged  in 
getting  acquainted  with  the.v;ork  of  the  station.      1  expect  to  leave  for  Maine 
either  May  3  or  May  5. 

(Chas.  F.  Clark}. 

Jerome  .  Idaho .  For  the  v:eek  ending  April  2G.  1919f 

During  the  v/eek  the  weather  conditions  have  "ceen  generally  favorable  for 
farm  work  ar.d  with  no  rain.      We  have  the  head  ditch  cleaned  and  ready  for  water 
above  and  today  it  will  be  finished  below  us  so  we  can  turn. in  the  water  to^^orrowo 

Spring  grain  is  looking  fine  and  so  far  none  has  teen  watered ,  the  re  having 
been  sufficient  v/ater  in  the  soil  to  bring  on  the  grain.      Alfalfa  is  grov;ing 

well  and  so  far  is  the  only  crop  that  has  been  watered  in  this   section  of  the  

tract. 

The  potato  situation  as  far  as  I  know  is  unchanged, 

(L,L,Corb3tt)  . 

Ames.  Iowa.  April  26,  1919. 

Hot  Formaldehyde  Treatr^e  rt  for  Seed  Potatoes. 

Our  growers  are  manifesting  considerable  iiiberest  in  the  hot  formaldehyde 
treatnent  for  potato  seed  which  was  introduced  this  spring  by  Dr.  Melhus,  our 
pathologist.       It  is  based  upon  the  principle  that  heat  exhilarates  chemical 
activity,  therefore  a  hot  formaldehyde  solution  is  much  more  active  than  when  cold 

The  formula  used  is  two  pints  of  formaldehyde  to  thirty  gallons  of  water, 
and  treat  for  two  m.iiuites  at  a  temperature  of  122°  Fahr. ,  before  cutting.  Pota- 
toes are  then  piled  from  six  to  eigit   inches  deep  and  covered  for  one  hour.  By 
covering  them  the  treatment   is  prolonged  beyond  the  actual  dipping  period..  The 
potatoes  being  v;ai-m  dry  off  quickly  and  are  much  nicer  to  handle  on  this  account- 
than  v.ith  the  old  treatment  ,  and  xhe  v/ork  can  also  be  done  much  more  expeditious- 
ly. 

We  used  this  treatrieiit.   last  year  on  our  ovm  stock,  -  something  like  1000 
bushels,  and  devised  a  hom.e  r"ade  apparatus  which  shortened  the  job.       A  tank  about 
18  feet  long}  4  feet  deep  and  18  inches  wide  was  built.      Into  this  was  inserted 
one  section  of  a  corn  elevator  with  an  endless  belt  conveyor.      One  end  of  the 
elevator  rested  in  the  bottom  of  the  tarik,  and  the  other  end  projects  beyond  the 
tank.      A  crank  is  attached  to  ths  axle  at  the  upper  end,  arii  the  potatoes  are 
drawn  through  at  a  speed  v/hich  would  give  them  the  reauired  exposure.       In  this 
manner  wo  treated  tetter  than  200  bushels  per  hour.      The  se^d  was  dormant  and  was 
not  in  the  least  injured  by  the  hot  treatse  nt. 

■.  \Prof  ,A.T.Prrv;in) 


Caldwell «  Ida, 

Mr^  G,  Vif,  Dewey,  fonnerly  in  the  employ  of  this  office  and  nov;  serving  as 
County  Agent  for  Canyon  County,  Idaho  advises  us  under  date  of  April  24  that  there 
will  be  between  2500  and  3000  acres  devoted  to  the  riotato  crop  in  that  county  this 
season.      He  further  says:  "About  25/^  of  the  growers  are  treating  with  corrosive 
sublimate.      The  seed  they  are  using  has  come  mostly  from  Idaho  Falls  section. 
At  the  present  tine  it  is   almost  impossible  to  locate  any  good  Idaho  Rural  seed 
potatoes  anywhere  in  the  state.      The  production  here  will  most  likely  becocie  a 
I    permanent  business  and  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  development  of  the  potato  seed 
I    growing  industry  in  such  districts  of  the  state  as  offer  the  best  conditions  for 
the  development  of  disease  free  potatoes  with  accent  on  the  rhizoctonia, 

Pres_qug_ , I g le »  fle«__^  For  the  week  ending;  April  26.  1919. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  h^as  been  ideal  with  the  exception  of  Friday 
and  Saturday,    Friday  it  snowed  and  Saturday  it  rained. 

The  potato  market  has  held  strong  all  the  week,  prices  ranging  from  ^'^,25 
to  ^4.50.      I  am  told  that  the  big  growers  will  not  sell  for  less  than  $5.00  per 
bbl. 

The  Market  News  Bureau  of  the  Office  of  LJarkets  expects  to  close  their 
office  here  May  1.  The  office  equipmDnt  will  be  stored  in  our  office  over  the 
potato  cellar  on  Aroostook  Farm, 

V;'e  have  made  good  progress  with  our  v;ork  this  week;  considerable  stock 
is  ready  for  planting.      The  basal  ends  of  the  potatoes  in  the  Variety  Collection 
have  been  examined  for  disease  and  v;e  propose  to  do  the  same  with  the  Seedlings. 
A  little  over  2000  Seedlings  v;ero  potted  in  the  greenhouse  Friday  and  Saturday, 
We  are  not  going  to  have  5000  new  seedlings  as  planned.      Some  of   the  seed  geminat- 
ed poorly  and  some  crosses  had  very  few  seed,      With  Dr.  Clark's  seedlings  v;e  will 
have  not,  far  from  4500,      I  was  pleased  to  note  that  Cross  No.  6  -  1917  -  Triumph 
X  S5  39448,  Irish  Cobbler  X  Busola,  gave  124  as  fine  looking  seedlings  as  I  have 
ever  seen.      Complete  potting  data  mil  be  given  in  next  week's  "EYE". 

Mr.  Shultz  of  the  Office  of  Cotton;*  Truck,  and  Forage  Crop  Disease  In- 
vestigatiors  arrived  Wednesday  to  begin  spring  operations. 

(P,H.  Lombard). 

Washington  Notes.  May  2.  1919. 

Mrs.  Anna  H.B.Kinney  left  the  city  for  Greeley,  Colo.  May  1,  where  she  is 
to  take  charge  of  tte  clerical  work  of  the  Greeley  field  station  for  the  Office  of  C-^ 
Cotton,  Truck,  and  Forage  Crop  Investigations  and  of  this  office.      Prof.  Corbett, 
who  has  been  absent  from  the  office  for  several  weeks  on  an  extended  field  trip 
^,   is  expected  to  return  thB  last  of  this  week.      The  weather  has  continued  cool  and 
the  growth  of  all  garden  vegetables  has  been  greatly  retarded.      It  rained  all  day 
Thursday,  so  that  thus  far  this  season  Washington  and  vicinity  has  been  blessed 
with  a  plenteous  rainfall  and  an  abundant  supply  of  moisture. 

Norfolk  Notes.      The  writer  spent  Tuesdav,  April  29  at  the  Virginia  Truck 
Expe  rinent  Station,  Norfolk,  Va,,  taking  notes  on  the  experimental  potato  plantings 
at  that  point,      Yfe  were  surprised  to  find  on  our  arrival  that  the  young  potato 
plants  had  been  rather  severely  frozen  last  Friday.    The  injury  to  the  plants  was 
sufficiently  severe  as  to  prevent  the  taking  of  any  notes  on  the  relative  vigor 
and  size  of  plants  produced  from  whole  and  cut  seed. 


-3- 


The  v'ork  at  the  Station  is  progress  in-:;  nicely.     The  "i/riter  was  particularly  in- 
terested in  a  new  power  sprayer  recently  purchased  by  the  Station,       It  i:;  an 
Iron  Age  machine  with  gasoline  ope  rated  pump.       The  4-  1/2  horse  power  engine 
enables  the  operator  to  r^aintain  almost  any  pressure  desired  and  nakes  it  possible 
to  use  a  large  nuciVer  of  spray  nor^zles. 

In  a  letter  re'^eived  froii.  Prof,  Johnson  written  ivri  il  30  ne  states  "d'lat 
he  f  ou.nd  the  frost  injury  to  -not  atces  in  the  Western  3rinoh  sec  &  ion  quite  serious. 
He  estimated  that  75^  of   the  potatoes  -.iihich  had  cocce  under  his  observration  in  that 
section  had  been  badly  injured  by  the  frcst,  and  that  most  of  them  vre^-e  r:ore 
seriously  affected  than  were  those  at  the  Station*      It  is  i::apossible  to  es+imate 
with  any  certainty  the  exact  degree  of  injury  sustained  by  the  plants  from  the 
freeze*      One  inevitable  result  will  be  a  delay  of  irori  one  to  two  weeks  in  their 
maturity. 

Stuart)^ 
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Graelev.  Colo>     ■  For  the  week  ending  Hay  3.  1919. 

Dr.  and  ILvs.  Clark  left  Greeley  today  (Llay  5)  for  Presque  Isle,  lie,      LIrs.  A, 
H,  B,  Kinney  arrived  in  Greeley  yesterday  and  reported  for  duty  at  the  Station 
this  i:iorning.      She  v/ill  be  connected  vAth  the  Office  of  Horticultural  and  Penolog- 
ical Investigations  and  with  the  Office  of  Cotton,  Truck  and  Fcra-e  Crop  Disease 
Investigations. 

During  the  past  week  Dr,  Clark  and  the  v/riter  spent  so-e  time  ^oing  over  Station 
'natters  and  slathering  seed  for  -the  Source  of  Seed  Exper irient .      The  seed  for  the 
Greening  Expe  riirsnt  has  been  treated  and  a  portion  of  it  has  been  placed  in^the 
trays  for  greenings      We  have  had  considerable  rain  during  the  past  week  which  has 
been  of  ore  at  benefit  to  the  count  ryt 

(W.C.Erdmundson) 


Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the,  week  ending  May  3,,  1919. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  week  the  weather  conditions  were  favorable  but 
for  the  past  three  days  'pe  have  had  high  wind  and  today  it  is  cold  with  high  wind. 
Residents  of  s  me  tiire  here  predict  a  heavy  frost  or  freeze  before  this  bad  weather 
is  over. 

Our  work  is  p  ro  gress  ing  we  11 .      Vfe  have  been  irrigating  alfalfa  during  the  week 
and  the  crop  looks  well.      Our  oats  are  in  fine  condition  and  to  date  we  have  not 
felt  the  necessity  of  water  on  this  crop. 

The  potato  market  has  been  fluctuating  rapidly  with  little  trading  arjd  nom 
shipped  out  during  the  week  to  ."ny  knowledge,       I  am  told  by  one  of  the  heaviest  buy- 
ers in  the  section  that  nore  than  three-fourths  of  his  potatoes  during  the  past  seas- 
on have  been  shipped  to  the  Pacific  Coast  states,  principally  California. 

(L»L.Corbett) . 


PjneSj  Xowa«  Fo,r  tte  week  ending  May  3  ,  1919. 

Field  work  has  been  seriously  delayed  by  rainy  weather.    The  rainfall  for 
central  Iowa  is  almost  3"  in  excess  of  normal  and  still  it  rains. 

In  soige  sections  the  oat  and  spring  wheat  crop  has  been  abandoned  as  it  is 
now  too  late  to  get  the  seed  ino      Farm  v;ork  of  all  kinds  has  been  seriously  de- 
layed and  the  preparation  of  the  land  for  corn  and  potatoes  is  fully  three  weeks 
behind  schedules, 

(a,  T.  Erwin). 


Presque  Isle,,  I>ie.  For  the  week  ending'  iVay  3i  1919. 

The  weather  holds  absut  the  saiiB,  much  cloudy  weather  and  rain  and  very  little 
■"sunshine.      Roads  are  still  in  bad  condition,      I  have  used  tte  car  since  Hay  2)  had 
the  radiator  repaired  and  the  valves  ground. 

Wq  finished  potting  seedlings  Tuesday;  have  some  over  4000  potted*    For  the  most 
part  the  second  generation  seedlings  look  better  than  the  first  generati  on^ 

Most  of  our  seed  is  cut  and  we  could  begin  planting  if  the  weather  would  hold 
pleasant e 

(PsMeLombard) , 
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Red  Bank,  N,J.  ^  May  5.  lOI'). 

(.Extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  \i?mt  Stuarty 

The  farmers  at  Holmdel  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  potatoes  will  not  be  wll 
above  the  ground  until  next  week  and  would,  therefore,  reconraend  that  you  vinit 
Holmdel  about  the  middle  of  May,     Vfnen  i  left  the  farm  this  morning  there  wore 
very  few  potatoes  above  the  ground* 

(The  ron  McCampbelli/ 

Corvallis.  Ore,  April  29 .  1919 . 

A  large  number  of   strains  of  the  leading  varieties  of  Oregon  potatoes  are  be- 
ing assembled  for   the  cooperative  trial  at  tte  Oregon  Experiment  Station. 

The  general  tendency  within  the  state  is  tov^rard  a  reduced  acreage,  largely 
influenced  by  the  fact  that  there  are  still  a  considerable  number  of  potatoes  in 
the  hands  of  growers  and  the  price  is  unsteady  and  inclined  to  go  down. 

There  is  unusual  interest  in  potato  organization  in  various  communities  this 
year  and  there  are  prospects  of   a  considerable  number  of  local  organizations  in 
producing  sections^      If  a  sufficient  numte  r  of  these  can  be  perfected,  a  State 
organization  will  be  built  up  from  it, 

There  is  an  enlarged  interest  in  Potato  Seed  Certification  in  Oregon  for  1919j 
vdth  more  attention  being  paid  to  the  Burbank  type,  ^ 

(Prof .Geo, Ro  Hyslop; 

Gpjoner.  Wis,  _  _  ■  _  May  7  ^ ,  1919a 

Approximately  four  acres  of  lard  on  th^e   Spoo-^r  Branch  Station  in  V/isoonsin 
will  be  devoted  to  work  of  seed  potato  improveme>Tt- .      This  will  involve  a  cooper- 
ative relationship  between  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Wisconsin  Experiment  Stati  on* 

Leading  growers  of  certified  potatoes  in  V/isconsin  have  shipped  ICQ  pounds 
of  seed  to  Spoons  r.      Thevarieties  include  Triumph,  Early  Ohio,  Irish  Cobbler, 
Rural  New  Yorker,  and  Green  Mountain, 

The  soil  on  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  is  representative  of  a  large  amount  of 
sandy  loam  soil  in  northern  Fisconsin,      This  land  has  been  kept  in  a  good  state 
of  fertility  and  conditions  should  be  very  satisfactory  to  produce  high  grade 
seed.      The  groviring  of  a  limited  amount  of  stock  from  several  sources  of  each 
variety  will  offer  a  good  opportunity  to  get  the  right  foundation  stock  for  dis- 
seminati  on. 

The  planting  season  at  Spoons  r  will  range  between  May  25  and  June  10, 
Conditions  in  V/isconsin  are  very  favorable  for  a  good  acreage  of  potatoes  this 
season.      Seed  stock  is  in  excellent  condition. 

(Prof .J.GpMilward) . 

V/ashington.  D.  C.  noteg«  May  9,  1910. 

The  Scotch  variety  collection  of  potatoes  arrived  here  Wednesday  and  were 
examined  on  Thursday  by  the  pathological  and  entomological  inspectors  of  the  Feder- 
al Horticultural  Board  at  the  plant  quarantine  laboratories.     So  far  as  known  they 
were  found  to  te  free  from  dangerous  fungous  or  insect  infestation.      As  soon  as 
descriptive  notes  have  teen  made  in  this  office  of  each  of  the  44  varieties  and 
accession  numbers  assigned  to  them,  they  wi  11  be  forwarded  tc  Dr,  L,  0,  Kunkle  of 
the  Office  of  Cotton,  Truck  and  Forage  Crop  Disease  Investigations,  who  is  located 
at  Freeland,  Pa*  where  they  will  be   c^rown  this  season. 

The  writer  is  glad  to  be   able  to  announce  that  notwithstanding  a  delay  of  near.' 
two  months  from  the  time  this  collection  of  varieties  was  packed  until  it  reached 
here,  the  most  of  the  tubers  are  in  quite  good  condition*      A  fev;  lots  are  rather 
badly  shrivelled  and  most  of   them  have  sprouts  several  inches  in  length. 


-3- 

I 


The  May  nunte  r  of  the  Reclaciatj. on  Reco-^d  in  its  v/rite-up  of  the  Boise  reslr.a:- 
atlor.  project  in  Idano  Sc.yd  that  'Jcunly  Agerrt  (ieox'ge  Davvey  is  f  emulating  planb 
for  a  famei's'  excursion    in  which  it   is  proposed  to  visit  the  farms  on  whicn 
tractors  or  other  pov^er  devices  are  used  in  farming  operations  in  order  to  study 
the  relative  value  of   different  motive  powers.     The  writer  of  this  article  also 
mentions  the   fact  that  county  aTent   Dewey  is  endeavoring  to  interest  farmers  in 
the  potato-producir^  section  of  his  county  to  germinate  their  seed  potatoes  in  the 
light  prior  to  planting  them  with  the  idea  that  by  this  practice  they  may  increase 
the  earliness  of  the  cropc 

The  more  recent  memte  rs  of  "The  EYE"  m.ailing  list  will  te   interested  to  know 
that  iir,  Dewey  was  formerly  in  charge  of  our  Jerome  Stati  on^ 

Farmers'  Bulletin  533  has  recently  teen  revised,  and  a  Farmers'  bulletin  manu- 
script submitted  to  the  Chief  of   the  Bureau  this  week  or.  ''The  Production  of  Late 
or  Main-crop  potatoes  in  the  United  States-** 

Tlie  weather  remains  rather  co-il  anu  -  airs  have  been  T'equent  and  as  a  result 
farm  operations  have  been  m'^  re  or  ler-&  delayed* 

(Wm.  Stuart/ c 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Tcr  the  week  ending;  Mav  10,  1919. 

It  is  estir-ated  trnt  there  xre  at  least  400  cars  of  potatoes  in  the  Greeley 
district  at  the  present  tirr^e;  protably  the  largest  percentage  of  these  are  seconds. 
The  market  is  verv  slu-^ish  at  the  present  tir^ej  growers  are  receiving  only  ^1.30 
for  Nc.  1  potatoes,  the'-arket  having  dropped  frcir  Cl.50  during  the  past  v:eek,  ^ 

The  potato  ground  at  the  Station  has  been  plc-Aed  and  is  in  good  condition 
for  planting,  although  it  v/culd  be  zreatly  iirprcved  if  -e  had  a  rain  before  plant- 
ing.     We  have  been  treating  seed  during  the  past  week  and  are  fairly  well  along 

with  this  work.  ,  y 

. (W.  C,  Edmunds on.) 


' :'ero-e.  Idaho.  For  the  week  endingr  Mav  10.  1919 . 

During  tVe  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  r.ore  or  less  unfavorable, 
with  freezing  weather  for  four  consecutive  ::aorningSo  ^ 

Practically  all  fruit  in  the  tract  is  killed  for  the  season.  ^  It  is  possible, 
I  understand  that  in  the  valley  proper  and  in  well  protected  places  there  is  sor.e 
fruit,  and  if        get  no  more  heavy  freezes  there  will  probably  be  some  apples  on 
the  late  blooToing  vari  eties. 

Potatoes  are  being  planted,  and  as  nearly  as  I  can  estir.ate  half  of  the 
acreage  is  in  the  ground  at' this  date*      V/hile  we  are  ready  to  plant  ard  expected 
to  begin  planting  on  Monday  the  12th,  we  will  hold  off  until _ probably  the  15th  or 
loth  to  begin  planting  and  barring  accidents  we  mil  finish  in  tv;o  days. 

I  have  planted  test  plots  'of  the  following  seeds: 
Garden  peas  -  Varieties  -  Horsfcrd,  Alaska,  Gregcr's  Surprise,  Little  Gem,  Perfect- 
ion, Adiriral  and  Champion  of  England, 
Beets  -  Varieties  -  Llansels  Long  Red  and  l/Z  sugar;  garden  beets  two  selections  of 

Crosby's  Egyptian  Michigan  grown  seed  1918;  sugar  beets  selection 
from  individual  roots,  Michigan  grcvm  seed  191o»        ^         ^  _ 
Field  peas  -  Varieties  -  Partridge,  Blue  Australian,  Carlton,  Canadian  Field,  Kaiser 

aiid  "Tiite  Australian^-all  locally  grown  except  Carlton. 
Onions  -  Varieties  -  Yellow  Danvors  Globe,  Prizetaker  arii  v'hite  Globe.  The  last 

named  is  locally  grown  seed.  . 

(L.L.Cbrbett) , 

Ames.  lom.  For  the  week  ending  Mav  10.  1919. 

The  spring  v/crk  is  still  very  :iiuch  on  the  drag.    Deficiencies  in  tempera- 
-*ure  for  the  past  week  average  6*^  below  normal.    The  sunshine  deficiencies  average 

ard  in  some  sections  of  the  state  there  was  as  little  as  16%  of   the  possible 
amount. 

Rainfall  .66  in  excess  of  normal  for  the  past  week,  and  3  inches  in  excess 

of  normal  since  January  first.  . 

(A.  T.  Erwm), 

Baton  Rouge.  La.  ^'^^  3,  1919. 

'  The  weather  conditions  at  present  are  quite  favorable  for  the  Irish  potato 

experim.ents.      Upon  fingering  around  some  of  the  hills  we  found  an  occasional  potato 
about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg»     Indications  are  that  we  will  te   able  to  dig  about 
the  latter  part  of  May  or  the  first  of  June. 

(G",L,Tiebout). 
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Presgue  Isle.  Me»  For  the  week  ending  May  10,191-' 

The  vireather  for  the  past  three  days  has  been  raore  li.ke  spring.  Monday. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  viere  cloudy  and  rainy.      Very  fern'  potatoes  have  been  planted 
tc  date.     With  continued  fair  weather  the  majority  of  farirers  will  begin  planting 
operations  next  week. 

The  potato  market  here  is  still  off;  prices  range  from  |3,50  to  C^3,75  per 

barrel, 

A  part  of  cur  field  on  Aroostook  FariK  was  fitted  Friday  and  Saturday.  We 
expect  to  begin  planting  Monday.     Practically  all  of  our  seed  is  cut  and  the  majur- 
ity  of  stock  planted  on  the  Tuber  Unit  basis  has  been  examined  for  stem  end  diseases 
by  cutting  off  the  stem  end, 

Dr»  C»  F,   Clark  and  wife  of  Greeley,  Colo,  arrived  Friday  afternoon. 

(Lombard  d:  Clark). 

Cdrvallis..  Ore,  For  the  week  ending  May  3,1919» 

Progress  is  being  made  in  the  formation  of  the  Santiam  Potato  Gro¥\/ers'  Asso- 
ciation in  Linn  County*      The  territory  involved  produces  about  three  to  four  hund- 
red cars. 

A  considerable  num.ber  of  lots  of   the  'cest  strains  of  commercial  varieties 
are  being  assembled  for  the  cooperative  potato  experiment  at  the  Oregon  Station. 
Mr.  \\'»  S.,  Averill,  a  graduate  of  the  Oregon  Agricultural  College  has  been  recommend- 
ed for  appointment  to  take  care  of  this  work. 

There  are  still  a  good  m.any  old  potatoes  in  the  hands  of  the  growers* 
California  Garnets  ard  a  fevj  other  varieties  are  appearing  on  the  market.     A  small 
lot  of  these  potatoes  containing  v/iro  worms  were  condemned  and  destroyed  by  a 
zealous  inspector  the  other  day  because  he  thought  the  worm.s  were  tuber  moth  larvae* 

Note:  Inspection  of  this  kind  does  not  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Experiment  Station  in  Oregon. 

(Geo«R,Hyslop) 

Lubbock.  Texas.  May  2.  1919. 

Irish  potatoes  are  not  grown  here  to  any  extent  for  cominercial  purposes. 
Due  to  the  excellent  rains  of  recent  date,  the  ground  is  in  first  class  condition 
for  potatoes,  as  well  as  all  other  crops.    The  bulk  of  the  crop  here  on  the  Station 
is  of  the  Triumph  variety.      The  stand  is  good  and  the  vines  are  all  thrifty  and 
have  a  good  color. 

(Guy  M.  Rowe) t 
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Washington  Notes^,  Hay  16.^,  1919,.^ 

Cool  rainy  vreathe r  still  prevails  in  this  section.     All  cool  loving 
plants,  where  they  are  on  well  drained  land,  are  making  a  good  grovrth,  but  heat 
loving  plants  ha--e  teen  materially  retarded.     Flans  have  been  made  to  spend  Satur» 
day  and  Sunday  at  Kolmdel,  N.Jo  for  the  purpose  of  taking  germination  as  well  as 
general  notes  on  the  potato  varieties  planted  there  by  this  Office  on  the  farm  cf 
lir»  Theron  McCampbell,      I  will  return  to  Washington  Sunday  evening  or  Monday 
laorning  and  leave  for  Grand  Rapids j  Minn,  Monday  evening;May  19,.  to  supervise  the  ■ 
treatment  and  pl.anting  of  the  various  strains  of   Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph,  Early 
Ohio,  Green  Mountain,  "and  Rural  New  Yorker^Noc  2  potatoes.,  which  have  been  pur- 
chased by  this  Office  from  leading  potato  growers  of  Minnesota  and  assembled  at 
the  North  Central  Experimental  Farm  of  the  Minnesota  Experiment  Station,  where 
they  are  to  be  tested  out  this  season,      TVb  se  strains  are  to  be  caref ully ^ c om- 
pared  during  the  growing   season  for  the  purpose  of   selecting  the  most  promising 
of  each  variety,  the  seed  of  which  will  be  planted  on  a  rather  large  scale  in^ 
1920  in  order  to  provide  a  high  grade  true-tc-name  stock  to  those  who  are  desxrous 
of  engaging  in  the  busirBss  of  producing  high-grade  seed  stocko      On  the  comple- 
tion of  the  planting  of   tliis  stock,  it  is  proposed  to  visit  the  Spoorer  Station 
located  at  Spooner , 'Wi s.  where  a  similar  collection  of  varieties  have  been  pro- 
curedo    The  purpose  cf  the  visit  at  this  point  is,  to  inspect  the  various  lots  of 
seed  stock  and  take  notes  on  the  same  and  assist  in  the  planting,  if  necessary^ 

(Wm,  Stuart) a 
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Greeley t  Colo. 


Tt>r  the  y;eek_  ending  May  17,,  1019 


Potatoes  have  taken  another  drop  in  price  during  the  past  week  and  at  the 
■present  tires  are  bringing  only  01.10  per  hundred.    All  the  seed  stock  has  been 
treated  but  none  will  be  cut  until  two  or  three  days  before  time  for  plantings 

Our  turn  for  receiving  irrigation  vi?ater  came  Sunday  night  (May  18)  at  7 
o'clock  and  v;e  were  obliged  to  run  the  water  all  night  as  we  needed  it  badly  on 
the  reseeded  alfalfa*      From  all  indications  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  water 
*^         this  year;  at  the  present  time  the  river  water  is  rijnning  in  the  ditch  only  tv/o 

days  out  of  six  and  the  seepage  water  is  not  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  needs, 

LIr,  Fc        Douthitt  and  Ilr.  and  Mrs.  W,  R,  McClellan  were  visitors  at  ths 
StatiQn(May  19),  today* 

( e  CT,  E^imu  nd  3  0  n  • ) 

Jerome.  Idaho ^  llQx_ihe_J"?§-SjL-9ildiji£_Ma 

During  the  week  we  have  had  severe  frosts  during  the  early  part  of  the  week 
and  high  wind  practically  every  day. 

Irrigation  has  been  in  progress  during  the  week,      Vfe  have  irrigated  th^e  oats 
and  peas  and  are  now  irrigating  the  bean  ground  preparatory  to  plantings 

I  have  been  v/orking  over  our  old  dipping  tank  hoping  to  put  it  in  shape  to 
use,  and  find  it  in  such  shape  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  a  new  one  J  as  a 
result  we  will  not  begin  planting  potatoes  until  the  20th  of  the  month.      I  feel, 
however,  that  vi/e  will  be   in  as  good  shape  to  plant  at  that  time  as  earlier,  be- 
cause we  have  had  so  much  cold  weather  during  the  month.      The  ground  will  be 
warmer  arii  germiration  will  follow  more  rapidly  than  to  plant  in  cold  ground. 

Alfalfa  while  doing  very  well  shows  the  effects  of  the  cold  and  probably 
is  not  as  large  at  this  time  as  normally, 

Graim  crops  ar«  gerij rally  good  but  some  fields  show  the  need  of  water, 

(L.LoCbrbett) , 

Ames,  lov/a.  For  the  week  ending  May  17.  1919. 

Mr.  Rudnick  and  I  v/ent  up  to-Nbrthwood  the  15th,  to  start  the  planting  work, 
and  he  i  s  still  there.  The  ground  is  now  in  fine  shape  and  xie  hope  to  get  every- 
thing in  without  any  further  delay* 

Apple,  plum  and  cherry  are  in  full  bloem,  with  fine  prospects  for  a  good 
fruit  crop. 

(A^T.Erwin), 

Preggue  Isle.  Me«  For  the  weak  ending  May  17 e  1918 e 

M  The  wsathep  for  the  past  week  has  been  ideal  for  farming  operations  and  a 

large  per  cent  of  the  farmers  are  about  half  thr©ugh  planting  potatoes*  Satur-> 
day  it  began  to  rain  about  ll  clock  (May  17)  and  esntinued  until  Monday  morn- 
ings 

We  bsgaa  piantiit^  May  12  on  Aroosteek  Farm,  making  rapid  progresso  Another 
week  of  fair  weather  and  our  plats  will  be  all  in.      The  seedlii^s  in  the  green- 
house are  making  rapid  growth  and  vail  be  of  geod  size  by  June  5, 

BvE«Brown  ©f  Dr,  SehreirBr's  office  arHved  the  first  of  the  week  to  put  in 
his  fertilizer  plats » 

Potatoes  were  selling  Saturday  for  $4,00  per  bbl. 

(Lombard  &  Clark), 
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Holmdel.  JS,Z.  Notes >  May  19,  1919. 

The  seed  potato  Gxperimental  plot  located  on  ths  fart  of  Mr.  Theron  HcCampbell 
^^'as  visited  on  Saturviay,  '.'a-/  17  :.nd  notes  +aken  on  the  percentage  of  germination 
and  relative  size  of  the  plants,       Scnie  of  the  varieties  and  seedlings  are  shov^ing 
rather  unsatisfactory  stands.      The  VJhite  Aloino  has  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion from  those  who  have  visited  the  plot  on  account  of  having  been  first  to  appear 
above  ground  and  for  maintaining  this  advantage,  in  srovrth  to  date.      The  slower 
germination  of  the  members  of  th3  Rural  ''.roup  is  as  usual  quite  marked  as  only  about 
50%  of  the  plants  are  as  yet  in  evidence,  vjhereas  all  other  varieties  are  from  ^3  to 
5  inches  in  height.      A  normal  potato  acreage  appears  to  have  been  planted  in  Men- 
mouth  County  and  the  crop  seems  to  be  coming  along  very  safisf actor ily.      The  writ- 
er had  an  unusually  good  opportunity  to  observe  the  condition  of  the  crop  in  the 
county  ov/ing  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  KcCampbsll,  who  gave  him  about  a  150  mile  auto- 
mobile ride  throughout  this  section  of  Ne^s  Jersey* 

The  Colorado  potato  beetle  and  the  flea  te6tle  are  making  their  appearance  m 
considerable  numbers  ani  the  grov^ers  are  planning  to  begin  spray  operations  v/i  .hm 

the  mxt  ievi  days.  xu         +      m  t 

The  American  Giant  is  the  leading  commercial  variety  in  Monmouth  County,  is.J, 
Irish  Cobbler  is  grovm  to  some  extent  as  an  early  crop.  ^^^^^  Stuart) 

Cbrvallis.  Ore,  For  the  vreek  ending  May  10,  1919.  , 

The  weather  remains  cool  and  shov^ery.      Potato  planting  is  under  way  and 
there  is  considerable  demand  for  good  seed. 

There  is  continued  evidence  of  a  smaller  planting  of  potatoes  than  last  year. 

More  people  are  using  the  corrosive  sublimate  treatment  this  year  than  ever 
before,    V^ite  Rose,  (western  or  California  type)  are  not  as  popular  as  last  year. 

(C.R.Hyslop) , 

Lub'txpek.  Tex.  For  the  week  ending  May  10,  1919. 

The  Irish  potato  crop  here  is  the  test  I  hnve  seen  for  years.    We  have  had 
good  rains  the  past  week  and  potatoes,  as  well  as  everything  else,  are ^growing 
rapidly^    So  far  there  is  no  sign  of  insects  or  plant  disease  of  any  kind.  A 
few  early  potatoes  coming  from  the  South  are  in  the  local  market  and  are  retailing 
at  from  10  cents  to  12-|-  cents  per  pound. 

For  the  week  ending  May  17,  1919, 

The  week  ending  May  17  has  been  a  good  cne  for  the  farmers.    There  being  no 
rain,  a  good  deal  of  planting  was  dom  ,    People  were  somewhat  behind  with  their 
planting  dia  to  the  heavy  rains  of  the  previous  week.      Practically  all ^ crops 
that  were  planted  early  are  looking  fim.      Potatoes  have  rrads  a  splendid  grov/th 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  yield.  Practically  all  crops  are  new  planted. 

Prices  are  the  same  as  quoted  in  last  week's  report. 

(Guy  M.  Rowe) . 


Norfolk,  Va« 


May  22.  1919. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  from  Prof.  T.  C, 
Johnson  of  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  and  addressed  to  Prof.  Stuart: 

"Your  potatoes  have  been  making  very  satisfactory  growth  in  the  last  few 
days,  and  a  numte  r  of  the  virss  are  now  showing  blossoms*      Weather  conditions 
have  been  quite  favorable  for  grovH:h  during  the  month,      \fe  have  had  approximately 
3-I/2  inches  of  rainfall  since  the  first." 

Pullman.  'vVash*  For  the  week  ending  May  17.  1919. 

Washir^ton  growers  are  taking  a  lively  interest  in  seed  potato  improvement. 
If  the  present  tendencies  continue  and  if  we  can  lead  and  direct  them  as  we  are 
hoping  to  do,  there  ought  to  be  a  decided  improvement  in  the  potato  industry  of 
the  state. 

The  acreage  of  early  potatoes  is  not  large  this  year  due  to  the  unfavorable 
returns  from  potatoes  last  year  and  due  also  to  the  scarcity  of  good  seed.  In  the 
fields  that  have  come  urder  the  v/riter's  notice,  the  plants  are  well  up  and  looking 
f  ine , 

Corrosive  Sublimate  dip.    An  analysis  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  dips  used 
this  spring  indicated  that  the  solution  should  be  used  but  once  when  the  potatoes 
are  not  clean}  that  the  soil  particles  absorb  and  carry  down  out  of  solution  the 
dissolved  corrosive  sublimate,  leaving  the  dip  too  weak  to  bo  effective. 

(E.SsRobertson) « 

Washington,  D.C.  For  the  week  ending  May  24,  1919. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  cloudy,  with  heavy  rainsa 
Prof«  Stuart  returned  from  Kolmdel,  N.J,  Monday  forenoon,  May  19  and  left 
for  Grand  Rapids,  Minn,  the   same  evening ,  to  supervise  the  planting  of  the  various 
lots  of  seed,  as  explained  in  last  week's  issue.    From  there  he  expects  to  go 
to  Spooner,  Wis. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Y/ellingt  on,  to  ■'Ji^iom  an  appointment  as  assistant  hort iciltur ist  in 
this  office  has  been  tendered,  wired  his  acceptance  May  21,      Mr.  Yfellington  visit- 
ed this  office  May  19,     Jls  i,'^  nou  con.^GOto -  it'i  Via  i-e-n^vj.,  N.V.  Gxtjori-ent  ?+_itic 

(M,F.WimnBr) . 
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Grand  Rapids,  Minn. 


For  the  week  ending  May  24.  1919. 


Ws  have  been  engacred  since  tte   21st  in  sorting  and  examining  the  new  lots 
of  potatoes  secured  lor  the  seed  potato  imp  rove  ire  nt  v;ork  at  the  North  Central  Ex- 
perimental Farm  of  the  Minnesota  Experi.Tient  Station.      The  six  lots  saved  from  last 
season's  studies  have  also  been  sorted  over  and  the  best  material  selected  for  our 
increase  plots.       In  all  I  have  handled  seme  150  bushels  and  have  selected  and 
treated  in  the  corrosive  sublimate  solution  about  100  bushels.      This  work  was  con- 
plited  this  forenoon  (May  26)  and  seed  cutting  begun.       In  lieu  of  a  real  cutting 
box  I  am  using  tv;o  pieces  of  2  x  4  inch  scantling  lumber  in  the  end  of  each  of 
which  I  made  holes  for  the  insertion  of  the  cutting  knives  held  rigidly  in  place  by 
means  of  wedges.      By  placing  xxs  the  scantling  on  a  box  of  sufficient  height  to 
permit  of  placing  a  crate  under  the  projecting  end  in  vAiich  the  knife  is  inserted 
and  using  the   box  aiii  scantling  as  a  seat  with  a  crate  of  potatoes  elevated  to 
the  proper  height  at  our  side,  we  are  making  rapid  progress  in  preparir^g  the  seed 
for  the  planter.    About  l/S  of  an  acre  was  planted  late  this  afternoon. 

The  nev.'  lots  of  potatoes  are  as  a  v;hole  not  very  premising  as  most  of  them 
are  badly  covered  with  the  sclerotia  of  rhizoctonia.      There  are,  however,  a  few 
lots  which  are  relatively  free  from  infection.      One  lot  of  Early  Ohios  grown  on 
sandy  land,knov.fn  to  the  trade  as  Sand  Land  Ohios  in  contradistinction  to  Red  River 
Ohios,      The  latter  are  in  better  demand  for  seed  purposes,  although  as  a  rule  they 
are  rather  badly  infected  with  rhizoctonia.      This  preference  is  so  marked  as  to 
command  a  premium  of  at  least  ten  cents  a  bushel  and  is  resulting  in  the  abandonment 
of  this  variety  in  sandy  land  sections.      County  Agent  Jewell  tells  me  that  he  is 
advising  the  farmers  of  Itasca  County  net  to  grow  thjs  Early  Ohio  commercially*  He 
says  that  an  Early  Ohio  grown  in  the  sandy  lands  of  this  section  has  reddish 
streaked  flesh  which  does  not  disappear  when  cookei,  making  it  unattractive  and 
that  when  warmed  over,  the  flesh  is  turned  dark.      The  Red  River  Ohios,  it  is  claim- 
ed, do  not  behave  in  this  manner  and  do  not  have  red  streaks  in  the  flesh.  Per- 
sonally I  feel  that  while  from  the  table  standpoint  Sand  Land  Ohios  may  be  object- 
ionable, they  may  from  the  seed  standpoint  be  preferable  to  the  Red  River  Ohios  on 
account  of  their  almost  entire  freedom  from  rhizoctonia. 

Mr.  Jewell  informs  me  that  he  has  85  potato  grov;ers  enlisted  in  the  seed 
plot  improvement  work  this  year  as  against  25  last  year.  These  growers  are  plant- 
ing any^vhere  from  1  to  25  bushels  in  their  seed  plot.  Seed  treatns  nt  vdth  cor- 
rosive sublimate  is  being  quite  generally  pra.ctised«  A  larger  acreage  is  being 
planted  in  Itasca  County  than  last  year.  Beltrami  County  reports  a  probable  5000 
acres  this  year  against  about  2500  last  year.  The  scut]:«rn  part  of  the  county, 
accordicg  to  County  Age-nt  Aamodt  has  used  over  300  pounds  of  corrosive  sublimate 
in  treating  se&d  potat.oes., 

With  gtfod  weather  we  hope  to  complete  the  planting  at  this  point  in  the 
next  two  days  provided  sufficient  hel^  is  given  to  do  the  cutting.      Our  day's 
j/ork  began  today  at  5:35  a.m.  and  ended  at  8:S0  p.m.  v;i -th  only  enough  time  deducted 
to  eat  three  meals.      The  sun  set  tonight  at  9:00  p.m. 

(V&i.  Stuart). 

Greeley.  Colo.  For  the  week  ending  May  24.  1919. 

Potatoes  are  selling  from  $1.15  to  $1.25  per  hundred  and  another  week  or 
two  probably  will  clean  them  up  in  this  district. 

The  weathe  r  cont  inues  dry  and  hot  and  we  are  obliged  to  Irrigate  every 
minute  the  water  is  available.      V/e  received  the  water  Sunday  morning,  (May  25) 
and  succeeded  in  watering  the  remainder  of  the  reseeded  alfalfa  and  almost  all  of 
the  old  seeding.      The  old  alfalfa  will  give  us  an  excellent  yield,  but  we  will  not 
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get  more  than  one  good  cutting  from  the  reseedsd  alfalfa, 

V/e  expect  to  start  potato  planting  the  last  of  this  week  or  the  first  of 
next.       If  ive  are  not  favored  with  rain  before  planting  probably  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to"irrigate  up"  this  year. 

According  to  the  Greeley  Tribune  a  western  potato  shov;  will  be  held  in 
Denver  next  January.      The  paper  states  that  at  least  ^1,000  has  already  been 
guaranteed  for  premiums  at  the  show.       All  exhibits  must  come  from  K37;  M-5::ico, 
Utahj,  IdahOj  llontana,  Hebraska.  V/j^oming,  and  Colfrado<      Each  exhibit  is  to  con- 
sist of  30  pounds  of  ei-her  table  or  seed  potatoes.      The  varieties  a'ce^ite-;.  -ill 
be: 

i>"cwniiTg  Early  Ohio 

Late  Ohio  Brcwn  B^^auty 

Rural  Peachblow 
Pearl  People's 
Russet  Bur bank  Peerless 

Bliss's  Triumph         Rose  Seedling  ^ 
Mr,  Insinger  v;as  a  visitor  at  the  Station  last  week, 

(W.  C,  Edmundson)  , 

Jerr-me  ,  Idaho   For  the  week  ending Jiay_i'4^  19 IIjl 

Duriiif;  the  vreoh  the  weather  condltione  'm.^e  been  ter;-  fr.vorable  to  grox.'ir^; 
crops  from  a  temrers-tux-e  :.tandp-rj  nb,-     On  Kay  2"-,.  ncvi,3\-er,  something  u-ent  wrung 
with  the  storage  da-a  and  _t  "Boojce  necessrry  t^  turn  the  water  out  of  cur  supply 
ditch  and  since  xhat  tlirre  we  have  had  a  very  limited  supply  of  irrigation  water. 
I  understand  that  two  breaks  have  occurred  during  the  week  and  it  is  possib3.e  that 
we  will  have  a  7/ater  shcrtage  for  ten  days  oi'  more,      Should  this  "he  the 'case  we 
will  suffer  for  want  of  irrigation  water  on  seme  of  our  uropc,  ho  .-.ore  we  get  a 
supply  again. 

I  fDv.nd  it  necessary  to  make  3nme  chr.nges  in  t?ie  planting  outline  as  given 
me  by  you  while  iri  "weshington. 

The  sectic"!  east  of  the  barr  i  r.  "ceing  ole^ted  to  -notatjes  th's  year  and  it 
is  neosss^ry  to  plant  tie  lowc  -^ast  and  v,'e?t  in  order  to  irrigate^  Thj.s  made  the 
number  of  ro\A.'S  less  -chan  you  had  outliisd  but  lender- than  if  planted  +he  other  way. 

All  experiments  are  planted  except  E"  and  F  of  experiment  13  which  will  be 
planted  tomorrow,  th^  26th. 

I  found  the   seed  of  some  of  the  lots,  v/hile  apparently  in  good  condition, 
to  really  be  in  more  or  less  diseased  condition  and  as  a  result  it  has  taken  us 
longer  to  get  it  out  than  I  had  expected  it  would.      However,  I  find  we  are  plant- 
ing wi  th  the  best  growers  in  the  tract,  sc  I  do  not  feel  badly  about  the  last 
*         planting,  and  hope  the  seasonal  eonditions  are  favorable. 

(L.L.Cbrbett). 

Pre s que  Isle  .  Lie.  For  the  week  ending  May  24 >  1919 « 

The  potato  market  dropped  the  first  of  the  week,  with  no  buyers. 

The  \«/eathe  r  continued  fair  until  Saturday whe  n  it  began  to  rain  in  the 
afternoon  and  continued  until  Llonday  night  ,  (l«ay  27^, 

Planting  operations  are  temporarily  delayed  for  two  days.    Some  of    "the  lov/ 
poorly  drained  land  will  not  be  planted  for  a  week  or  ten  daysa      ¥e  finished 
planting  our  plats  on  Aroostook  Farm  Thursday  night,  v;hich  is  a  week  earlier  than 
in  previous  years. 


B»  E,  Brown  of  the  Soil  Fertility  Office  left  Friday  night.      He  plans  to 
visit  several  places  where  his  office  is  carrying  on  experiments.      He  will  arrive* 
in  Washington  about  May  30.  { 

(Lombard  &  Clark). 

Swannanoa,  N.C.  May  22 .  1919  >  ik 

The  planting  this  season  has  been  about  normal.      Germination  is  better 
than  in  the  past  two  years,  and  growth  at  present  is  very  promising  for  a  good 
yield  of  "Spuds^»      Colorado  Potato  Beetles  are  rather  plentiful,  also  Flea 
Beetles,  but  spraying  is  now  in  operation  which  vdll  check  these.      Blight  at  pre- 
sent has  not  shown  up.      The  vieather  has  been  cool  to  date  with  numerous  showers. 

Late  frosts  killed  most  of  the  apple  crop  in  this  whole  section,  as  well 
as  strawberries  and  grapes. 

(SiCOlapp). 

Lubbock.  Texas.  Fo.r  the  wee_k  ending  Ma,v  24,.  1910 « 

After  nearly  three  weeks  of  sunshine,  we  are  having  a  light  rain  today, 
which^  of  course  is  always  very  acceptable  out  here  on  the  plains.      All  kinds  of 
crops  are  growing  nicely.      Potatoes  have  made  a  splendid  growth  and  there  seems 
to  be  a  fine  crop  of  tubers  setting  on  all  varieties.      A  number  of  plats  are 
mosaic,  however,  while  other  plats  have  a  small  per  cent  of  black  leg.    Black  leg 
is  mostly  prevalent  where  seed  came  from  infected  areas.      The  potatoes  were  given 
their  first  irrigation  this  morning. 

VJe  certainly  enjoyed  Dr.  Edson's  visit  with  us.    It  was  all  too  short  and 
we  hope  he  will  be  coming  our  way  again  soon, 

(Ouy  M,  Row©) e 

Washington.  D.C.  notes.  For  the  week  ending  May  31.  1919. 

The  weather  has  been  fair  and  warm  the  past  week.    Mr.  R",  L,  Pitcher  of 
Caribou,  Me.  called  at  t^e  office  on  Thursday,      Prof.  Stuart  will  probably  re- 
turn to  Washington  June  6  and  mil  leave  for  Norfolk,  Va.  the  same  evening  to 
take  notes  on  our  potatoes  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station. 

(Marie  F.Wimmer) 
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Greeley.  Colo,  For  the  week  ending  May  31.  1919, 

We  were  favored  with  a  rain  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  'May  31  and  June  1/  and 
although  only  ,21  of  an  inch  fell  during  that  period,  crops  have  been  greatly  bene- 
fited, especially  sugar  beets  v/hich  were  in  a  critical  condition  in  some  sections. 

We  dragged  the  potato  ground  this  morning  and  expect  to  begin  planting  this 
afternoon  (June  2).      The  rain  has  put  the  ground  in  good  condition  for  plant ingt 

Mr,  Insinger  has  invited  me  to  go  with  him  in  his  automobile  tomorrow  ^.June 
3)  to  the  June  meeting  of  the  Weld  County  Commercial  Club  at  Pierce,  where  the 
county  club  will  be  the  guests  of  the  Pierce  Cooperative  Club  and  the  Farmers  Union 
Locale      I  am  not  sure  that  I  shall  be  able  to  attend,  but  if  the  v;ork  mil  permit, 
I  shall  avail  myself  of  Mr,  Insinger' s  kind  offer, 

(W, C"«Mmundson) , 


Jerome,  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  May  31.  1919. 

The  early  part  of  the  week  was  hot,  reaching  a  temperature  on  the  28th  of  95 
degrees.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  it  clouded  over  and  during  the  night  we 
had  very  high  wind  and  an  electric  storm  of  considerable  proportions.  The  vdnd 
has  continued  high  during  the  balance  of  the  week,  with  a  temperature  of  26  degrees 
at  5  A.M.  on  the  30th  and  23  degrees  on  the  31st,  All  tender  plants  that  were  out 
are  badly  damaged,  I  have  not  learned  the  damage  to  the-  fruit  that  remained  after 
the  earlier  freezes  that  killed  the  greater  portion. 

Our  potato  experimental  plots  were  all  planted  on  the  26th,      Due  to  continued 
high  winds  during  the  spring,  t?ie  potato  ground  was  very  dry,  in  fact  vre  could  not 
plant  to  a  depth  to  reach  moisture,  so  vre  were  compelled  to  irrigate  immediately 
after  planting, 

•  (L.L.Corbett) . 

Presque  Isle  >  Me i  For  the  week  ending  May  31,  1919, 

The  prolonged  rain  of  last  week  halted  planting  operations  Monday  and  Tuesday. 
The  crops  are  about  all  in  in  this  section.    There  are  always  a  few  late  ones,  and 
the  potato  crop  will  not  be  all  in  the  ground  until  June  10,  The  potato  market 

is  dead,  very  few  are  offered  and  no-one  buying. 

The  weather  has  been  especially  fine  for  tte  past  week, 

(Lombard  &  Clark), 


Lubbock.  Texas.  Fbr  the  week  ending  May  31.  1919. 

Just  now  we  have  a  cold  wave,  the  mercury  having  dropped  about  40*^,  which,  of 
course,  is  not  good  growing  weather*    However,  the  season  as  a  whole  has  been  be- 
low normal  for  warmth. 

The  first  blossoms  were  noticed  on  potatoes  the  past  week.      The  diseases 
mentioned  in  last  week's  report  apparently  are  not  spreading.      Cotton  planting  is 
now  pr  act  leal  ly  over  and  a  fairly  good  stand  obtained.    Wheat  and  oats  are  looking 
fine  and  are  now  beginning  to  head, 

( Guy  M ,  Rowe  )  » 
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grand  Rapids.  Minnt  June  6,  19:>.9^._ 

The  planting  of  the  various  lots  of  seed  potatoes  was  continued  at  the  Minn- 
esota North  Central  Experimental  Farm  on  Tuesday,  May  27  and  completed  on  the  28th. 
I'n  all  there  were  planted  six  lots  of  Irish  Cobbler,  five  of  Triumph,  six  cf  Early 
Ohio,  two  of  Rural,  and  four  of  Green  Mountain,      This  required  slightly  over  four 
acres  of  land«      The  vreather  on  Tuesday  and  Vfednesday  was  decidedly  hot,  reaching  a 
jTjaximum  of  90°  Ft      Thursday  was  spent  in  a  survey  of  the  northeastern  porcion  of  ^ 
Itasca  County  and  a  part  of  St.  Louis  County,  in  a  trip  from  Grand  Rapids  to  Hibbing, 
Minn*  "by  motorbus  and  from  Hibbing  to  Duluth  by  trains 

On  Friday  I  had  a  converence  with  County  Agent  Gibson  relative  to  his  potato 
activities  in  the  southern  part  of  St.  Louis  County,    Mr^  Gibson  is  very  deeply  in- 
terested in  seed  potato  improvenent  work  and  is  meeting  with  very  encouraging  success 
in  gettir^g  faniers  to  establish  a  seed  potato  plot.      I  was  shown  various  lots  of 
high  grade  seed  stock  that  had  been  selected  because  of  conformity  to  type  and  was 
being  germinated  in  the  light.      This  seed  v/as  being  used  as  foundation  stock  for 
the  seed  potato  plots  and  for  the  provision  of  a  supply  of  exhibition  stock. 

Saturday  forenoon  was  spent  at  University  Farm  in  conference  with  Dean 
Thatcter.,  Drv  Dorsey,  D;'.  Bisbie  and  others.      Assurance  was  given  the  writer  by 
Dean  Thatcher  that  the  Station  would  construct  a  suitable  storage  house  for  the 
•Housing  of  this  season's  crop  of  potatoes. 

s?oo^ER^ 

Reached  Spooner  Saturday  evening.      Prof.  Milward  joined  me  there  Monday  morn- 
ing.   The  various  lots  of  potatoes  purchased  for  the  seed  potato  development  work 
at  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  of  the  Wisconsin  Station  v/ere  examined  and  careful 
notes  made  relative  to  tte ir  general  condition  and  desirability  for  seed  stock. 

W©  planted  the  Green  Mountain  and  Rural  strains  on  Tuesday,  four  of  the  former 
and  five  of  iiie  latter  and  also  24  seedling  potatoet.      The  Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph 
and  Early  Ohio  strains  will  be  planted  between  xhe  10th  and  15th  of  June,  This 
.'■athsr  late  planting  has  been  found  advisable  Qn  account  of  avoiding  the  heated 
drouthy  portion  usually  occurring  during  midsummer. 

The  condition  of  the  soil  was  ideal  for  planting,  owing  to  showers  Saturday 
evening  and  Sunday  night,  which  furnished  the  proper  moisture  conditions.      The  soil 
on  which  the  Green  Mountains  and  Rurals  are  planted  i -j  a  warm,  sandy  loam  which  was 
in  clover  last  year*      This  should  prove  an  ideal  soil  for  the  potato. 

Washington.  D.C, 

Arrived  Washington  Thursday  afternoon  and  am  planning  to  go  to  Norfolk,  Va. 
vi     chis  evening  (Friday)  for  the  purpose  ef  taking  another  set  of  notes.      Will  leave  " 

II ^  "or  points  in  Louisiana,  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  next  Tuesday  evening. 

\-  '        ■  ■  ■ 

(Wm.  Stuart) t 
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Greeley.  Colo« 


For  the  week  ending,  June  1,  1919 


Although  there  is  really  no  market  for  potatoes  at  the  present  time,  they 
are  bringing  from  $1.00  to  $1.50  per  hundred,  depending  entirely  upon  -their  con- 
dition.     Most  of  t  he  potatoes  are  gone,  although  there  are  a  few  grcfwera  who  are 
still  holding  on  for  a  higher  market.      There  is  one  man  who  has  in  his  possession 
about  2,000  sacks. 

The  weather  continues  dry  and  crops  are  suffering  through  lack  ef  moisture. 
Many  farmers  have  been  forced  to  cut  their  alfalfa  early  in  order  to  save  it, 

We  received  the  water  last  Friday  (June  6)  and  f  inishied  irrigating  the 
oats.      Many  of  the  growers  are  "irrigating  up"  their  potatoeSf  and  I  may  find  it 
necessary  to  do  the  same  if  we  are  not  favored  with  a  rain  during  the  next  two 
weeks. 

We  started  planting  potatoes  on  Monday  (June  2;  and  finished  on  Friday 
(June  6).    The  potatoes  were  planted  as  originally  planned  with  the  exception  that 
we  added  a  feiff  selections  #i  ich  had  been  saved  by  Dr.  Clark*      One  of  the  lot  of 
selections  that  he  wished  to  have  planted  was  missing. 

On  Tuesday  (June  3)  I  had  tte  pleasure  of  attending  the  June  meeting  of  the 
Wield  County  Commercial  Club  as  the  guest  of  Mr.  Insingero    The  meeting  was  held 
at  Pierce,  about  20  miles  north  of  Greeley.    It  was  well  attended  and  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  meetir^  a  great  many  prominent  men  from  different  sections  of  the 
county.    The  Wbld  County  Coimnercial  Glut  has  started  the  publication  of  a  monthly 
magazine*    If  this  publication  maintains  the  standard  set  by  the  first  number  it 
should  be  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  county, 

A  record  breaking  cold  snap  ©n  June  1  and  2  damaged  tomatoes »  beans,  and 
some  potatoes,  as  well  as  fruit  in  some  of  the  v/estern  valleys,  accerdir^  to  the 
National  Weather  and  Crop  Bulletin,      I  have  visited  and  examined  a  number  of 
fields  of  potatoes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  cf  the  Station  and  find  that  in  some 
instanses  the  plants  are  frozen  to  the   ^ound^    1  believe,  however,  that  in  most 
cases  the  vines  will  receive  only  a  sot  back  and  prcbably  will  make  a  good  crot>s  • 

(W»  G,  Edmunds  on)  • 

Jerome  I  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  Jure  7,  1919, 

During  the  week  the  nights  have  been  cold  and  generally  the  weathar  con- 
ditions have  not  been  very  favorable.      Continued  high  winds  have  dried  out  the 
soil  30  we  have  had  to  irrigate  nearly  everything  at  oiwe  to  provide  moisture  fcsP 
germination. 

All  crops  are  planted  at  this  date|  w©  finished  planting  the  beans  on  the 
4th  Inst.,  which  finished  all  our  test  plot  plantings 

Notification  came  to  us  this  morning  of  a  shortage  of  water  with  a  25%  cut 
in  the  supply  this  A,M.  and  a  corresponding  eut  by  Monday  with  a  prospect  of  en- 
tire cut  by  the  middle  of  the  week^  to  stay  off  until  such  time  as  an  accumulation 
would  allow  turnii^  it  on  again.      There  seems  to  be  a  g©rs  ral  shortage  of  v;ater 
in  this  tract  with  the  river  lower  at  this  time  of  the  year  than  usual  and  but 
little  snow  in  the  hills.      Indications  point  to  only  an  intermittant  supply  durii^ 
the  season. 

(L,L,Cr©rb0tt), 
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Amesj  loTKa^  June  6,  1919 « 

Spuds  are  sprouting  vigorously  and  are  just  beginning  to  show  tlirough  ths 
ground.-    Our  season  is  froji  two  th  three  weeks  laoe.    Heavy  rains  followed  the 
planting  and  everything  is  stariing  off  ir  go 

Am  pleased  to  report  tnat  our  State  Leglslt.ture  allowed  an  appropriation 
of  $8000.00  for  the  Mp.d-Vfest  Hjrtc,  Exhibit U-n,  v:hxch  will  he  held  in  Des  Moines 
in  November  or  Decenber,  and  as  the  name  indicates  it  is  open  to  exhibits  from  any 
of  the  mid-west  states » 

Last  year  •ne  had  a  splendid  exhibit  cf  potatoes  froja  Wisconsin  and  Bebras- 
ka»    This  year  we  hope  to  see  other  states  como  in.      We  should  have  a  strong 
lineup  of  spuds  at  the  show, 

(A.T.Erwin), 

Pre ague  Isle,  Me»  Tune  11.  1919. 

A/vperiod  of  unusually  hot  weather  frr  this  season  of  the  year  wus  exper- 
ienced in  this  section  l?&t  weekc  The  highest  temperature  reportea  was  96*^  F. 
which  is  said  to  be  the  ':;'  g'nest  knowa  f  over  6  yearso  This  week  the  weather 
has  been  cool  with  a  liglit   s'nwer  Monday  night  o 

$1«50  to  ^2»G0  per  "^rrel        ht^irg  paid  f:r  the  best  q\;ality  of  potatoes. 
The  poorer  grades  are  being  told  tc  the  ]ocal  starch  factory  at  75  cents  per 
barrel. 

The  potatoes  on  the  experimental  plats  have  all  been  cultivated  and  horse- 
hoed.     It  is  expected  that  the  seedlings  will  be  set  out  this  v.eek. 

{Loi;:bard  cc  Clark).  , 

Lubbock.  Texas.  runt  8,  1919 a 

The  week  just  past  has  been  a  l:B.rd  one  for  the  farmers ^     Grid  winds  blew 
from  the  north  and  east  for  three  days,  and  all  kinds  oi  y-iung  crrps  were  c^amaged 
considerably.    Then,  we  have  had  a  number  of  pest^,  "  pntaT.c  hug<^i,  v;eb  v>'orms ,  cut 
worms,  leaf -hoppers  and  a  few  May  'beetles.    Tne  web  worms,  however,  ha""'e  done  the 
most  damage  to  cotton.      Tot at o  bugs  and  leaf -hoppers  have  damaged  the  gardens 
somev/hat,  but  here  at  the  Station  they  were  kept  under  control  by  the  use  of 
sprays. 

Just  now  v;e  are  hav  ir^  another  much  needed  ram  -  1.37  inches.      The  un- 
favorable weather  conditions  o?   the  past  week  have  brought  out  the  diseased  con- 
diti  on  of  potatoes  very  distinctly,  and  1  am  watching  to  see  just  what  the  result 
will  be- 

(Guy  M,  Rbwe) . 

Norfolk,  Va.  Notes.  June  11.  1919. 

The  writer  spent  Saturday  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  taking 
notes  on  the  potatoes.  It  will  be  remeipbered  that  on  our  last  visit  to  the  Sta- 
tion w©  reported  rather  severe  injury  to  the  plants  by  frost.  On  the  present 
occasion  the  only  possible  evidence  of  this  injury  was  that  of  a  somewhat  larger 
number  of  stems  per  plarct.  This  condition  tended  to  some  extent  to  obscure  the 
difference  in  size  and  numbB r  of  stems  per  plant  between  wholo  and  cut  seed.  Ths 


plants  in  the  e:q)eriaent al  field  as  a  r/hole  looked  thrifty  and  in  many  respects 
presented  to  the  eye  at  least  a  rather  unusu.al  degree  of  unii'orjiity .  There 
were  relati^'ely  fe^^  di33ased  plants  as  compared  v/ith  previous  years ^      The  plants 
were  free  from  bugs  and  the  land  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 

S'OTCQ  grov/ers  in  the  Churchland  and  V^estern  Branch  districts  have  begun  to 
harvest  their  crop  but  the  writer  did  net  have  an  opportunity  to  see  how  the  crop 
was  turning  out,  nor  the  quality  of  it. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Y'ashingtont  D,C.  Notes.  -June  11,  1919 « 

Yfe  have  had  the  usual  routine  of  answering  correspondence,  and  arranging 
for  field  trips  this  vraek  for  Messrs.  Clark,  Hilw-ard  and  Vfellington.      It  is  plann- 
ed to  have  Dr»  Clark  attend  the  series  of   field  lueetings  to  be  held  by  patholo- 
gists at  different  points  on  Long  Island  June  25  to  27.      Prof  e  Milv/ard  plans  to 
visit  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  to  assiit  in  harvesting  the  experimental  potatoes  in 
both  of  these  states. 

Mr,  J,  W,  Wellington  of  the  Geneva,  N,Y„  Experiment  Station  is  to  become 
a  member  of  this  Office  on  June  16  a;-id  v;i  11  join  the  writer  at  some  point  in 
Texas  for  the  purpose  of  familiarizing  himself  with  the  work  now  being  carried  on 
in  the  four  Southern  states. 

The  v/riter  leaves  this  evening  (Wednesdayj  June  ll)  for  Baton  Rou^,_La» 

Stuart)* 
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Greeley^^^.  Colo« 


For  the  week  ending,  June  14  .  1919 > 


The  weather  continues  exceedingly  dry  and  in  the  dry-land  sections  many 
crops  are  being  pastured;  it  is  reported  that  there  is  fear  of  forest  fires  being 
started  along  the  railroad  right  of  way, 

V/e  started  stacking  hay  on  Saturday  morning  (June  14)  and  expect  to  finish 
this  evening.  I  have  put  off  "irrigating  up"  the  potatoes  as  long  as  possible, 
hoping  to  receive  a  sufficient  rainfall  to  bring  them  up,  but  the  soil  is  so  dry 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  irrigate  this  week, 

The  Western  Potato  Shov/  which  was  Eoentioned  in  a  previous  copy  of  the  "Eye" 
is  set  for  January  17-24,  1920.       It  probably  will  be  held  on  the  same  date  as 
the  stock  show  and  probably  in  connectian  with  it»      If  not,  it  will  be  held  on 
the  same  date  in  the  auditorium  in  Denver, 

(W.  C, Edmunds on) t 


Jerome.,  Idaho.   Far  the  week  ending  June  14^  1919 «  , 

During  the  week  the  v;eathe  r  conditions  have  been  favorable »  but  we  have  had  . 
a  shortage,  of,  water,      A  small  head  of  water  came  in  on  Monday  the  9th  lasting 
only  part  .of_  the  day,    Since  then  we  have  had  none  until  this  morning,  the  14thj 
a  70%.     ad  came,  in.ip,  _  .This  .quantity  will  not  be,  g.uaranteed  further  than  .three  or 
four  weeks. 

In  po;tatp.  experiment  No,  4,  four  rows  of  immature  Gems  and  four  rows  of 
Idaho  Rurals  were  planted  on  the  Kth,  finishing  the  planting  for  the  season* 
The  potatoes,  in  the  .exps.  rime  ntal  blocks  are  germinating  well,  and  show  strong,  . 
healthy  growth. 

The  week  has  "been  princ  ipally  dey,oted  to  securing  the  hay,  .   We  began  cut- 
ting the  first  of  .the  week  and  are  now  stacking..     We  have  about  30_  tons  on  the     .  . 
first  cvt  .and  feel  assured  of  a  seco.nd  crop,  as,. we  will  have  _wat.er  enough  to  irrig- 
ate all.  ,pf  pur  crops  be fp.re  the.  supply  is  exhausted,, 

[  „  ...  ^  (L^L.Corbett),* 


Pres.aue  Isle .  Me  ,    For  the  week  ending  June  14.^  19.19. 

The  .weathB.r  last  week  .v;as  comparatively  hot  a.n.d  .d.ry,^     There  was  a  light 
shovrer.  Sati:)r.day  night  v/hich  has  been  ,f  pllo,wed  by.  co.oler  weather,      A  soaking 
rain. JLs  ne,Qde,d,  

A  if  ew  carloads  of  potatoes  still  remain  in  t.h.e,  d.i strict,.     There  is  pract- 
ically no  d,eman(^  or  moyepent  at  present  ,. 

The  seedlings  y/ere  transplanted  in  the  field  the,  latter  part  of  last  week..*, 
Ther,e,  .are  ..about  4300  consisting  chiefly  of  crosses  of  the  standard  American  var- 
f        ieties  with  European  and  South  American  varieties.      There  are  also  a  few  cross- 
es in  v^ich  some  of  the  older  seedlings  were  used  as  one  of  the  parents. 


(Lombard  &  Clark) , 


Washington,  D«C« 


The  weather  here  has  been  fair  and  v;arm  all  week.      Mr.  Jr.  Wc  Tfe^.lir.gt on 
of  Geneva,  N,Y,  reported  at  the  office  Tuesday  morning  and  left  for  T'-oup,  Tex. 
the  same  afternoon^  where  he  will  meet  Prof,  Stuart,  in  order  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  seed  imnro verrent  work  being  carried  on  by  this  office  :-n  the  South. 
Bf»  H,  E.  Horton  of  Chicago,  Illc  was  a  visitor  at  the  office  Thurcday  afternoon. 

In  a  letter  received  from  Mr-  Theron  McCampbell.  he  reports  cur  potatoes 
at  Holmdel  doing  fine,  almost  entirely  free  ."^rom  bugs  and  the  best  locking  pota- 
toes on  the  farm.      Xf  favored  with  a  good  r^.in  soon,  it  will  be  a  fine  test 
plot. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Otto  Bergh  cf 
the  North  Central  Experiment  Station,  Grand  Rapids,  Minn.,  under  date  of  June  9: 

"We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  rain  the  past  week.      It  began  raining  Friday 
evening,  May  30  and  we  have  had  rain  daily  since,  some  very  heavy  showers  mixed 
in»      As  a  consequence  we  have  been  able  to  do  but  very  little  work  in  the 
fields  for  over  more  than  a  week," 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Seed  and  Plant  Introduction  have  received  a  shipment 
of  wild  potatoes  from  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Tucuman,  Argentina. 
The  tubers  were  planted  in  quarantine  and  the  tutors  raised  from  the  original 
shipment  have  now  been  released  by  the  inspectors.      The  Office  of  Foreign  Seed 
and  Plant  Introduction  have  sent  fifty  of  these  tubers  to  this  office  and  they 
are  being  held  here,  awaiting  Prof .  Stuart's  return. 

(Marie  F.Y/immer) 
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Greeley,  Colorado 


For  the  week  endirtg;  June  28,  1919 


The  v/eather  continues  dry  in  this  section  of  Colorado,  although  some  sec- 
tions of  the  state  have  been  favored  with  a  little  rain.      We  irrigated  the  po- 
tatoes last  week.      This  v/eek  we  are  v/atering  the  oats  and  alfalfa, 
p.  I  have  visited  some  of  the  potato  fields  that  were  injured  by  the  frost 

and  found  most  of  them  v/ere  doing  nicely. 

The  Colorado  Potato  Beetle  is  appearing  in  larger  numbers  than  in  recent 
years  and  is  causing  much  alarm  among  the  grovv'ers. 

(W.  C.  Edmundson) 

Jerome^,  Idaho  For  the  week  ending  June  21,  1919 

The  v;eek  has  been  normally  v/arm  for  the  season  and  crops  are  doing  well 
at  present.      All  late  grains  and  sugar  beets  are  being  given  up  and  the  water 
supply  is  being  utilized  on  the  early  grain  and  hay  land.      Our  first  crop  of 
hay  is  harvested  ard  part  of  the  hay  land  irrigated.      We  are  irrigating  out  oats 
which  are  nearly  all  headed.      The  potatoes  are  in  good  condition  with  a  good 
germination  from  all  appearances.      I  shall  determine  the  stand  during  the  com.ing 
week.      Germination  in  all  crops  in  the  section  has  been  very  irregular  this  year 
due  to  cold  and  high  winds,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  like  condition  in  other  tracts 
in  Idaho.      I  understand  that  the  droughty  conditions  have  practically  ruined 
the  wheat  in  the  dry  farming  sections  of  the  state.      Present  conditions  indicate  - 
a  much  shorter  crop  of  the  cereal  than  was  anticipated. 

(L,  L»  Corbett) 

Presque  Isle,  Maine.  For  the  v;eek  ending  June  21,  1919 

Another  week  and  no  rain  and  crops  are  beginning  to  suffer.      The  hay 
crop  will  probably  be  small  in  this  section.      A  quite  severe  frost  Sunday  (June 
22)  did  considerable  damage  to  gardens  and  froze  potatoes  on  the  lowland  where 
there  is  poor  air  drainage. 

"W.  have  kept  the  team  working  our  potatoes,  cultivating  and  horsehoeing, 
and  have  succeeded  in  controlling  grass  and  weeds  which  had  made  a  good  start 
during  the  wet  spring. 

Dr.  Clark  leaves  Monday  for  New  Jersey  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Plant 
Breeders'  Association. 

Very  few  potatoes  remain  in  this  section  and  there  is  po  demand.  The 
balance  of  stock  is  being  hauled  to  the  Starch  Factory  which  is  paying  750  per 
^  barrel. 

|I  Lombard  and  Clark)" 


Pullman,  VJashington.  For  the  week  ending  June  14,  1919 

June  has  been  cold  and  backward  with  occasional  frosts  in  the  uplands  of 
eastern  Washington.       In  many  places  the  frosts  have  damaged  potatoes  and  ether 
^'        tender  crops,  scmetiriBs  killing  them  down  to  the  ground.      At  the  same  time  there 
have  been  a  great  many  days  of  high  wind.      As  a  result  crops  are  not  growing  well 
and  the  ground  has  lost  a  great  deal  of  mioisture.      This  condition  is  most  evi- 
den%  on  the  wheat  crop.      The  fields  are  spotted  and  uneven  and  in  many  places 
the  spring  v^heat  is  badly  damaged, 

(E.  S.  Robertson) 

Ame3,  Iowa.  For  the  week  ending  June  23,  1919 

The  potato  bugs  are  making  their  appearance  and  from  the  number  of  eggs 
in  evidence  the  time  for  the  first  arsenical  spray  will  soon  be  at  hand.      We  now 
plan  to  spray  the  latter  part  of  this  week,  using  lead  arsenate  and  bordeaux. 
Triumphs  and  Ohios  are  just  beginning  to  show  bloom'  on  some  of  the  earliest  plant- 
ings.     It  still  rafcjjs. 

(a,  T,  Erwin) 

Baton  Rouge ,  La.  For  the  week  ending  June  21,1919 

I  arrived  at  Baton  Roiige  Friday  afternoon,  June  13,  and  found  it  raining 
there  in  much  the  same  fashion  as  throughout  the  whole  journey  from  Vi^ashingt on. 
Indeed  Louisiani^ns  feel  that  they  have  been  overabundantly  blessed  with  rains 
this  season, 

Saturday  forsinoon  was  spent  with  the  Station  Horticulturist,  Mr,  G«  L« 
Tiebout,  in  visiting  the  potato  field  and  in  a  discussion  of  future  plans  for  con- 
ducting the  work.      It  was  decided  that  if  no  further  rains  occurred  plot  6  of 
the  potato  exp-^riment  could  be  harvested  Monday.      The  afternoon  was  devoted  to 
answering  correspondence. 

Plot  6  was  harvested  on  Monday  and  such  notes  taken  on  the  tubers  as  seemed 
desirable.      The  tubers  as  a  whole  from  the  various  lots  of  seed  were  not  very 
true  to  type.      In  fact  a  northern  potato  grower  would  have  to  stretch  his  imag- 
.  ination  somewhat  to  convince  him.self  that  he  was  examining  Triumph  potatoes.  A 
good  many  of  the  tubers  were  overgrown  or  ill-shaped  or  both,  while  the  color  of 
all  was  not  as  intense  as  in  the  North,      It  is  believed  that  the  poor  shape  of 
the  tubers  is  largely  due  to  poor  soil  conditions  and  an  excess  of  moisture. 
Baton  Rouge  storekeepers  were  paying  |^4,0Q  per  cwt.  for  potatoes. 

Left  at  5; 25  pm  for  Calhoun. 


(Wm.  Stuart) 


Calhoun.  La.  For  t'"'8  v/eek  e:iding  June  21,1919 

Reached  Calhoun  Tuesday  'ifternoon,  June  17  in  time  to  take  notes  on  plot 
3  which  Mr.  Gain,  the  Superintendent  cf  the  North  Louisiana  Experiment  Station, 
had  purposely  held  for  my  inspection.       It  was  found  that  the  plants  from  the 
Nebraska  lots  of  Triumph  v;ere  still  somev/hat  green  as  compared  with  those  from 
North  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Vifisconsin,  Michig-an,  and  Maine,  vi^hich  were  practically 
dead.      There  was  also  a  quite  noticeable  difference  in  the  size  of  the  plants, 
those  from  Nebraska  being  on  the  whole  distinctly  larger  than  the  others.  Ex- 
amination of  the  tubers  from  the  Nebraska  lots  both  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Calhoun 
did  not  reveal  any  noticeable  difference  from  those  of  the  other  lots;     all  were 
apparently  true  Triumph  strains.      The  tubers  at  Calhoun  were  not  as  a  rule  as 
large  as  those  from  the  Baton  Rougp  plots  but  they  were  quite  true  to  type,  both 
as  to  shape  and  color  though  the  latter  was  not  quite  normal.      Mr.  Cain  plans 
to  harvest  plot  3  this  v;eek. 

Left  Calhoun  for  College  Statiojj  Texas  at  5:34  pm  on  Tuesday. 

(Wm,  Stuart) 

College  Station,  Texas.  For  the  week  ending  June  28,  1919 

College  Station,  Texas,  was  visited  Thursday,  the  19th.      The  experimental 
potatoes  v;ere  harvested  here  on  June  6  and  some  interesting  differences  in  yield 
were  noted.      The  highest  yielding  plot  was  from  Nebraska  grown  seed.      The  yield 
in  this  case  was  at  the  rate  of  ever  151  bushels  per  acre  v/iiereas  those  from  the 
check  plots  planted  with  seed  obtaired  in  the  local  market  yielded  about  90  bush- 
els.     On  the  whole  the  results  secured  were  in  line  with  those  in  Louisiana. 

{Wm.  Stuart) 


Troup.  Texas.  For  the  week  ending  June  28.  1919 

On  Friday  Mr.  ¥ellington  and  the  writer  spent  the  day  at  the  Troup  sub- 
station assisting  in  the  harvesting  of  a  portion  of  each  of  the  test  plots  and 
although  the  plants  in  many  of  the  plots  were  still  quite  green,  yields  approach- 
ing 200  bushels  per  acre  were  in  som.e  instances  secured.      It  is  proposed  to  allow 
the  plants  in  the  remaining  rows  in  each  plot  to  become  thoroughly  ripe  before 
harvesting  time  in  order  to  secure  information  relative  to  the  actual  increase  in 
yield  over  those  dug  when  not  fully  mature.      When  one  remembers  that  100  bushels 
per  acre  is  considered  a  rather  unusual  yield  for  this  section  and  that  from  50 
to  50  bushels  is  more  nearly  the  normal  acreage  yield  it  is  seen  that  yields  ap- 
proaching or  surpassing  the  200  mark  may  wellbe  regarded  as  phenomenal  for  this 
^  region.      Mr.  Hotchkiss,  the  genial  superintendent  of  the  Station,  is  very  much 
interested  in  the  experiment  and  is  already  making  plans  for  next  season's  work. 
He  proposes  to  save  seed  from  the  best  strain  of  Nebraska  and  Yifisconsin  Triumphs 
for  the  growing  of  a  second  crop  in  order  that  there  may  be  available  for  next 
season's  crop  a  supply  of  home  grown  second  crop  seed  of  which  we  know  the  history. 


•IV, 


This  seed  will  be  ^A-hat  is  termed  "Junior  Seed"  by  the  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  gmv/- 
ers.      It  is  generally  claimed  by  both  the  growers  and  users  of  such  seed  that  it 
is  superior  to  northern  grown  seed  inall  respects  except  as  to  earliness.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  compare  this  seed  with  the  best  obtainable  northern  grown 
seed. 

(¥m.  Stuart)  ' 


Lubbock^  Texas,  ,  For  the  week  ending  June  28,  1919 

We  visited  the  Lubbock  substat  i  on  Monday  afternoon,  June  23,  and  found 
the  plants  stillqaite  green,   in  fact  so  imiTxature  t^-at  there  are  only  a  few^  market- 
able tubers.      The  set  is  unusually  good  for  Triumph,  most  plants  shewing  frozn 
10  to  15  or  nore  tubers.       It  will  be  well  along  in  July  when  these  plants  are 
mature.      Very  striking  differences  could  be  noted  in  the  size  and  vigor  of  the 
plants  from  different  lots  of  seed*      These  differences  corresponded  very  closely 
with  those  observed  at  other  points  visited  and  clearly  indicate  that  variations 
in  strains  of  potatoes  as  grown  by  different  seed  growers  are  quite  marked  and  if 
real  progress  is  to  be  made  in  the  improvement  of  any  given  variety  of  potato, 
careful  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  securing,  propagation  and  dis- 
semination of  the  high  yielding  strains. 

Mr.  R.  E.  Karper,  the  superintendent  cf  the  Station,   and  Mr.  Rowe ,  who  is 
looking  after  the  exper  im.ental  potatoes,  seem  very  much  interested  in  the  work. 
The  plants  were  free  from  insect  pests  and  weeds  and  with  an  abundant  moisture 
supply  should  in  most  cases  produce  an  excellent  crop. 

(Wm.  Stuart) 

Corvallis.  Oregon.  For  the  week  ending  June  21.  1919 

The  cooperative  trial  of  leading  strains  of  potatoes  has  been  planted  on 
the  Oregon  Experiment  Station.      In  addition  to  the  trial  of  strains,  there  has 
been  planted  an  experiment  to  determine  the  miost  productive  size  of  seed  and  an- 
other one  to  deterrainal  the  best  me-thod  of  cutting  the  potato  tuber.      Similar  ex- 
periments compare  the  use  of  land  plaster  after  cutting  with  no  treatment.  The 
old  potatoes  in  th^  state  are  getting  pretty  well  cleaned  up.      Frost  about  two 
weeks  ago  daiiiaged  slightly  a  good  many  of  the  eaiy  planted  potatoes.      The  June 
planting  ofc  potatoes  is  now  well  under  way. 


(G.  R.  Hyslop) 
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Greeley,  Colo«  For  the  week  ending  -Tune  28 ,  1119. 

irrigation  is  becoming  a  very  serious  problem  in  this  section.      The  river 
water  in  our  ditch  was  shut  off  and  stored  in  the  reservoir  last  week,  as  there 
was  not  sufficient  to  run  to  the  end  of  the  ditch,       Sunday  (June  29)  the  water 
was  turned  in  again  for  one  day  and  we  received  our  share  of  tte  run  from  9  PcM., 
to  1  A.I.i,       'JVe  are  unable  to  say  at  this  time  when  v;e  will  receive  the  v/ater  again« 

The  potato  beetle  and  the  flea  beetle  are  doing  considerable  damage  to  the 
young  vines  and  spray  machinery  cannot  be  obtained  becai;se  all  available  spray 
f     apparatus  has  been  bought  by  the  best  growers  to  spray  for  the  sugar-beet  webworm, 
»ji  the  ravages  of  which  are  becoming  very  serious. 

The  late  seeding  of  the  maturity  experiment  will  be  planted  this  week.  The 
greened  and  the  ungreened  seed  has  germimted,  and  although  the  vines  in  the  green- 
ed-seed  plat  made  their  appearance  about  a  week  in  advance  of  the  ungreenec":  very 
little  difference  can  be  noticed  in  tte  growth  of  the  two  plats  at  the  present 
t  ine , 

According  to  a  Denver  paper  the  potato  plantings  in  the  San  Luis  Valley, 
the  Monte  Vista  region,  and  in  the  Sarbondale  section  are  all  heavier  than  have 
been  expected. 

Dr.  L,  P,  Byars,  of  the  Office  of  Cotton,  Truck  and  Forage  Crop  Disease 
Investigations,  is  a  visitor  at  the  station  today  (June  30). 

( V/,  C  .JTdmund  son). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  June  28,  1919» 

The  weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  for  farm  operations,  with  high 
temperatures  ranging  for  the  week.      On  the  25th,  another  10%  cut  was  ordered  in 
the  supply  of  irrigation  water  which  cut  us  to  50%  of  our  usual  supply,  and  no 
prospect  of  even  stock  water  after  July  10, 

During  the  week  I  have  made  a  determination  of  potato  germination  and  find 
that  it  varies  in  different  varieties  and  strains  of  seed  from  26  to  83  per  cent 
with  an  average  for  all  lots  of  60.9  per  cent. 

We  have  had  unusual  conditions  in  this  tract  during  the  season,  and  uneven 
germination  in  all  cropsj  some  show  much  unsvenness  duo  to  moisture  content  in 
ohe  soil,  I  -jaavQ  made  considerable  study  of  conditions  throughout  the  tract  and 
find  the  same  existing  everywhere,  and  not  confined  to  the  cultivated  crops  alone, 
but  applying  to  grain  also.      In  our  oats  for  example  v/e  will  have  some  in  the 
field  only  partly  matured  at  harvest  time,      Our  beans  have  been  irrigated  during 
the  week  and  follov;ed  with  cultivation  with  14  tooth  cultivator  as  soon  as  we 
could  get  on  the  ground.     Unless  something  unusual  happens  this  will  be  the  last 
irrigation  v/e  wili  be  able  to  give  this  crop, 
^  ^      We  will  hold  water  from  the  potatoes  as  long  as  we  can,  and  allow  only  time 

^     to  irrigate  the  potatoes  before  the  v/ater  is  exhausted. 

(L.L.CTorbett) . 


^  Northwood.  la,  June  19.  1919. 

I  came  up  to  Northwood  yesterday  to  put  in  the  late  planting  of  Ohios  and 
Rurals  for  the  purpose  of  securing  immature  seed  for  next  year,      Vfe  had  just 
reached  the  field  and  gotten  the  v/o  rk  lined  out  this  morning  when  there  came  a 
downpour  ->  the  kind  they  have  had  on  the  majority  of  days  during  June.     It  has 
been  too  wet  to  do  effective  work  at  cultivating  and  the  corn  and  potato  fields 
are  beginning  to  look  wooly. 

The  stand  is  good  on  all  of  the  potato  plots  except  Cobbler.    A  portion  of 


the  rows  on  these  plots  have  been  too  wet.     So  far  they  have  not  showr  any  signs 
of  sprouting  and  unless  it  clears  off  soon  the  seed  is  likely  to  ro 
The  meadows  have  made  a  v/onderiul  growth. 

Pre 3 que  Isle.  Me«  '  For  the  'veek  ending  June  23,  1919 « 

Last  week  the  writer  attended  the  meeting  of  Plant  Pathologists  which  was 
held  on  Long  Island,      There  v;ere  about  75  present  including  the  f  ollovring  patho- 
logists fron  foreign  countries;     Dr.  Quanje  r  of  Holland,  Dr.  Cotton  of  England, 
Dr.  Pethybridge  of  Ireland  and  Mr.  ¥ortley  of  BeriDuda.     The  principal  object'  of  the 
meeting  was  to  make  a  careful  study  of  potato  mosaic  and  leaf  roll.    The  cooperation 
of  the  local  growers  made  possible  inspection  trips  through  the  principal  potato 
sections  of  the  Island  where  many  experimental  plats  and  comrrE  rcial  fields  v/ere 
visited  during  the  first  three  days  of  th3  meeting.      Meetings  were  held  in  the 
evening  at  which  the  observations  of  the  day  v;ere  discussed,  also  some  technical 
papers  dealing  with  the  results  of  the  most  recent  work  on  these  diseases  were  pre- 
sented.     One  of  the  most  important  points  brought  out  was  the  fact  that  leaf ^ roll 
and  mosaic  were  transmitted  from  one  plant  to  another  in  the  field  and  that,  in 
the  case  of  mosaic,  insects  have  been  found  to  be  instrumental  in  spreading  the 
disease.      This  necessitates  a  more  complete  isolation  of  healthy  stock  intended 
for  seed  purposes  than  has  heretofore  been  considered  rjecessary. 

(C.F.Clark). 


Corvallis.  Ore.  June  26.  1919. 

The  potato  trials  on  the  Oregon  Experiment  Station,  the  More  Experiment 
Station  and  the  Astoria  Experim.ont  Station  are  up  and  progressing  nicely.  The 
new  era  selection  for  blight  resistance,  at  tlie  Astoria  Experiment  Station  last 
year,  proved  resistant. 

-  It  still  remains  exceedingly  dry  and  rather  cool. 
Potato  planting  is  still  continuing  but  is  practically  over  except  on  the 
over-flow  land  of  the  Columbia  river*      Quite  a  number  of  applications  for  Potato 
Seed  Certification  have  been  received  in  the  past  two  weeks. 

(Geo.R,Hyslop). 

Lubbock.  Tex.  For  tfee  week  ending  June  28.1919. 

The  past  week  tes  been  a  good  ore  for  the  faraiBrs.     After  much  rain, 
bright  sunshine  has  TOrked  wonders  with  crops  out  here  on  the  plains.    Most  all 
farmers  have  gone  over  their  crops  with  both  plov/  and  hoe,  so  that  the  fields  are 
clean  and  look  fine. 

Prof.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Wellington  were  here  the  23rd,  and  their  visit  was 
much  enjoyed.      They  seemed  to  think  our  potatoes  were  good.    Prof.  Stuart  said, 
after  taking  note  of  the  number  of  tubers  under  one  hill  of  each  variety,  that  we 
would  not  be  disappointed  in  some  of  them,  at  least.      They  only  new  disease  noted 
v;as  leaf  roll. 

(Guy  M.  Rowe), 


Yakima.  Wash.  June  II.  19:.9-_ 

Benton  County  growers  have  tegun  harvestirg  their  early  potatoes.  Tlx- 
yields  are  good  but  not  large*      The  weather  is  getting  warmer  and  -jhe  rccidi  b:  oin 
are  more  favorable  for  grcvth, 

;  (E.S.Fob'--rtaon). 


\    Oklahoma  Notes.  July  b  ,  191.2 , 

^ « 

Notes  were  taken  on  the  expe  r  ime  ntaH-  potatoes  planted  on  the  Experiment 
Station  farm,  Stillwater,  Okla.  Wednesday  .forenoon,  June  25.    The  plants  were  so  far 
advanced  as  to  maturity  that  it  was  not  possible  to  secure  reliable  notes  relative 
to  diseases  present.      Besed  on  the  size  of  the  plants  the  behavior  of  the  various 
strains  seemed  to  be  quite  similar  to  that  noted  in  Texas  and  Louisiana.    On  the 
whole  the  gr"ovrth  of  the  plants  v/as  quite  satisfactory  although  there  was  every 
e/idence  that  considerable  variation  occurred  in  the  fertility  of  the  soil  in  diff- 
erent portions  of  the  field. 

We  left  Stillwater  at  1  p.m.  and  reached  Muskogee  at  9:45  p.m.  where  Mr. 
Wellington  and  the  writer  were  met  by  Prof.  Milv/ard  who  had  been  assisting  Prof. 
Rolfs  harvest  the  experimental  potatcss  which  had  been  planted  in  a  commercial 
field  sane  four  miles  out  of  Fort  Gibson.      Prof.  Milward  reported  that  the  various 
lots  had  been  harvested  and  part  of  them  weighed. 

Thursday  was  devoted  to  assisting  Prof.  Rolfs  secure  the  v;eights  on  the 
remaining  lots  of  potatoes  and  in  planting  the  half  of  each  of  the  plot  rows  -vith 
large  tubers.      Prof.  Rolfs  intends  to  grow  a  second  crop  from  each  of  the  strains 
of  seed  in  order  to  observe  whether  the  mosaic  disease  is  as  prevalent  in  the 
second  crop  as  in  the  first.    On  Friday  we  were  joined  by  Prof.  Milward  who  had 
been  indisposed  the  day  previous.      The  forenoon  vra.s  occupied  in  sorting  out  the 
small  or  cull  stock  for  planting  the  balance  of  each  row.      It  is  proposed  to  study 
the  behavior  and  the  yield  of  plants  produced  from  large  and  small  tubers.  The 
weather  on  both  Thursday  and  Friday  was  extremely  v;arm  and  occasioned  everyone, 
coroerned  considerable  discomfort. 

Mr.  Wellington  and  the  writer  left  Ft.  Gibson  for  Fayettev  ille ,  Ark .  Friday 
afternoon.  Prof,  Milward  left  for  Madison  in  the  evening. 

Fayetteville.  Ark. 

Saturday  forenoon  was  spent  in  conference  v.ithProf.  Cooper  at  the  Agricult- 
ural Experiment  Station, and  included  a  visit  to  the  Station  farm  some  Z-l/Z  miles 
distant  where  the  behavior  of   the  several  lots  of  potatoes  were  noted.  The  condition 
of  the  plants  so  far  as  maturity  v/as  concerned  was  very  similar  to  those  noted  at 
a  St  illwater,hence  it  was  not  possible  to  secure  notes  on  diseases.    The  experiment 
■V  as  a  whole  promises  some  very  interesting  data  and  in  most  cases  the  vine  growth  is 
satisfactory*      Prof.  Cooper  plans  to  harvest  the  crop  as  soon  as  the  majority  of 
the  plants  have  matured.  (Vifa.  Stuart), 

^.ashington  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  Ju2ty  5^  1919, 

Since  our  arrival  from  Fayetteville  Monday  afternoon  our  time  has  been 
very  largely  devoted  to  the  answering  of  correspondence.      It  is  planned  to  harvest 
the  experimental  potatoes  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  this  coming  week. 
^   Mr,  Wellington  and  Miss  Wimmer  will  assist  the  writer  in  this  work. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 


T  H  E  EYE 


USEKLY  POTATO  BULLETIN 
of  the 

OFFICE  OF  KORTI CULTURAL  6c  POMOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS. 
JUL  12  1S19 


The  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  by  permission 
fron  the  Office  cf  Kcrti cultural  and  Pcmolcgical  Investigations* 


1  ; 


THE  EYE 


WEEKLY  POTATO  BULIeTIN 
of  the 

OFFICE  OF  HORTICULTURAL  &  POMOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS- 


The  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  by  permission 
froiri  the  Office  cf  Horticultural  and  Pcmolcgical  Investigations. 


4 


Greeley,  Colorado. 


For  the  week  ending  July  5,19 


On  July  3,  »68  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell.      This  rain  was  quite  general  and 
was  of  great  benefit  to  the  crops. 

We  received  the  irrigation  water  Saturday  night  (^uly  5)  and  finished 
irrigating  the  alfalfa.      This  crop  has  been  watered  only  once  since  the  first 
cutting.      Owing  to  the  rain  on  July  3  there  was  a  good  head  of  water,  previous 
to  that  time  the  river  water  had  been  shut  out  and  it  is  not  known  at  tte  present 
time  how  long  the  river  v/ater  can  be  run. 

We  started  cultivating  the  potatoes  this  morning  and  find  the  soil  in 
good  condition  for  tillage. 

Prof.  B,  0.  Longyear,  Forester,  and  Prof.  J.  G,  Leach,  Pathologist,  both 
of  the  Colorado  Agricultural  College,  Fort  Collins,  were  visitors  at  the  Station 
last  week. 

(W,  C,  Edmundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  TOek  ending  July  5,  19 

During  the  vreek  weather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable,  v/ith 
high  temperatures  fcr  the  last  two  days. 

The  water  situationhas  not  materially  changed.      There  are  rumors  that 
we  will  have  v;ater  until  the  15th  of  July  v/ith  another  short  run  during  August, 
However,  this  is  not  official  and  we  are  not  relying  on  it.      We  began  irriga- 
ting the  potatoes  July  3  on  24  hour  sets.      This  will  irrigate  the  whole  block 
if  we  have  water  until  the  9  or  10  of  the  month. 

Crops  generally  on  the  place  are  looking  well.      Oats  are  fine  and  v/ill 
with  no  mishap  yield  well.      Beans  are  now  making  good  progress.      This  crop 
has  been  cultivated  twice  with  a  14  tooth  cultivator  since  irrigation.  Peas 
on  alfalfa  ground  are  not  up  to  standard  and  are -sotting  only  a  fair  crop.  On 
the  garden  soil,  however,  they  are  very  good,  in  fact  are  setting  about  double 
the  crop  that  the  others  shov/.      Corn  is  doing  well  and  with  one  more  irriga- 
tion will  probably  make  some  ears. 

(L.  L.  Corbett) 

Presque  Isle,  Maine  For  the  week  ending  July  5,19 

The  1919  seedlings  which  were  transplanted  in  the  field  just  as  the 
dry  weather  set  in  have  become  u'ell  established  and  are  making  good  growth  con- 
sidering the  unfavorable  climatic  conditions.      Some  of  the  1916  and  1917  seed- 
lings are  showing  disease  symptoms,  particularly  Mosaic  and  we  have  started 
taking  records  of  the  extent  of  this  disease  in  the  different  crosses.       It  is 
also  hoped  to  get  for  compai'ison  so  far  as  possible,  data  regarding  the  disease 
resistance  of  the  parent  varieties.      A  few  of  the  seedlings,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  standard  varieties  are  beginning  to  bloom  so  that  the  breeding  work  will 
begin  in  a  few  days. 

(C.  F.  Clark) 
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Yakima.  V/ashincrton.  For  the  week  ending  July  5. 

V 

/  The  weather  has  been  very  warm  the  past  week  and  potatoes  are  looking 

>       fine  in  the  Yakima  Valley.       In  many  fields  the  stand  is  irregular  due  to  a 
rotting  of  the  seed  piece.       In  somie  leaf-roll  is  abundant  even  now. 

The  total  acreage  in  the  valley  is  somewhat  less  than  last  year.  Po- 
tatoes are  being  displaced  by  sugar  beets  on  many  ranches.      This  substitution 
is  due  to  the  active  solicitation  of  the  sugar  company  and  to  the  poor  returns 
that  have  been  realized  from  potatoes  the  last  three  years. 

(E.  S.  Robertson) 

Lubbock.  Texas.  For  the  week  ending  July  5. 

The  past  two  weeks  have  been  hot  and  dry.      Almost  all  garden  truck  and 
some  field  crops  are  needing  rain,  although  no  field  crops  are  suffering.  All 
kinds  of  feed  crops  are  looking  fine  and  cotton  is  unusually  good  for  this  part 
of  the  country.      Most  of  the  farmers  have  finished  cutting  their  v/heat  and 
oats  and  report  good  yields. 

The  potatoes  look  just  about  as  they  did  when  Prof.  Stuart  was  here  two 
weeks  ago,  •nly  a  little  more  mature.       I  think  they  will  be  ready  to  dig  in 
about  three  cr  four  weeks,      They  were  given  another  irrigation  the  first  of  the 
week, 

( Guy.  M .  Rowe ) . 

Northwood,  la.  For  the  v>/eek  ending  July  5. 

The  so-called  tip  burn  or  hopper  burn  of  potatoes  is  coming  on  fast, 
particularly  on  the  Early  Ohios.      The  cause  of  this  trouble  remains  an  inter- 
esting and  mooted  question.      Dr,  Ball,  our  Entomologist,   is  following  up  the 
work  of.  the  potato  leaf  hopper  closely  to  determine  how  much  of  the  injury  may 
be  due  to  this  insect. 

On  our  spray  plots  we  are  still  using  Bordeaux  mixture  on  certain  of  them 
Black  Leaf  40  on  others,  and  in  a  third  series  the  combination  of  the  ti/o  > 
One  thing  is  sure-  the  corn  belt  i s  an  ideal  place  to  study  this  malady,  what- 
ever it  may  prove  to  be. 

(a.  T,  Erwin) 

9  - 
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Greeley.  Colot 


For  the  week  ending  July  12,  1919, 


During  the  past  woek  we  cultivated  the  potatoes  and  repaired  the  irrigation 
ditches.      The  storage  cellar  v/as  also  cleaned*       We  expect  to  start  cutting  hay 
tomorrow,  or  possibly  today  (July  14). 

On  July  9  we  were  favored  with  a  visit  from  the  County  CcmmissioiKrs  of  ^feld 
County,  who  came  to  the  Station  with  Mr.  Vi^  A.  Insirger  in  his  car«      The  Com- 
missioners expressed  themselves  as  being  v/ell  pleased  with  the  work  and  the  appoai-. 
ance  of  the  Station.      Mr*  Nicholson,  owner  of '  the  Station  farm,  and  Mr.  I.  Roth- 
schild, of  the  Rothschild  Produce  Go.  of  Greeley,  were  among  the  visitors  at  the 
Station  last  week. 

The  potato  crop  in  this  section  of  Colorado  is  looking  very  poor.    The  con- 
dition is  most  critical  on  the  heavy  soil,  where  very  poor  stands  have  been  se- 
cured and  many  of  the  growers  have  plowed  up  their  potatoes.      The  early  plantings 
are  very  promising. 

County  agents  and  the  executive  committeemen  of  the  County  Farm  Bureaus  of 
Northwestern  Colorado  will  meet  in  Greeley  on  July  21,  22,  and  23,    They  expect 
to  make  several  trips  through  the  farming  districts,  and  an  invitation  will  be  ex- 
tended to  thorn  to  visit  the  Station* 

(F.C.Fdmundson). 


Jerome  ;  Idaho.  For  the  v/eek  ending  July  12,1919. 

The»  week  just  ended  has  been  one  of  very  hot  weather,  and  on  the  10th  and  11th 
li^t  s|?Dwers,  not  enough  moisture  however  to  be  of  any  value  to  the  crops. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th,  -I  had  a  short  visit  from  State  Agent  Bennett,  and  today, 
(Saturday  the  12th)  I  made  a  trip  of  inspection  v/ith  the  .County  Agent  and  Mr, 
Shehan,  State  Agronomist,      I  found  crops  looking  very  well,  with  special  interest 
shown  the  plots  of  pure  wheat,  introduced  into  the  County  this  spring. 

County  Agent  Avery  estimated  the  acreage  of  potatoes  in  the  County  as  about 
200]  some  of  these  look  very  good,  the  best  of  which  were  planted  the  first  v/eek 
in  May.      We  have  just  finished  irrigating  the  potatoes  and  are  now  irrigating 
the  beans. 

(L.L.Cbrbett) , 

Presque  Isle.  Me.  For  the  v/eek  ending  July  5,1919. 

The  Y©ather  continues  dry  in  this  section.    Sunday,  July  6  we  had  a  very  mild 
rain  vihich  did  some  good,    ViTiat  we  need  is  a  48  hour  rain.    Farmers  think  potatoes 
^rjll  stand  another  week  of  dry  vsather  without  much  cut  in  the  yield;  more  than  a 
Wfek  will  see  many  fields  turning  yellow.      There  is  a  great  deal  of  fertilizer 
injury  tq  potatoes  this  year.      The  soil  has  been  so  dry  that  the  fertilizer  has 
not  gone  into  so.lutiqn,  T^ut  remained  ix\  Eiany  cases  in  the  same  condition  as 
placed  by  the  pla?|ter.      The  small  r^ots  from  the  germinating  seed  piece  have  been 
injured  and  in  some  cases  Ijurned  qff  to  an  inch  in  length?    This  burning  delayed 
the  germination*      Seme  plants  a,re  Qnly  an  inch  or  two  in  height,  while  those  not 
burned  are  8  and  XQ  inctes  in  height  and  many  in  blossom.     As  a  rule  the  plants 
that  have  b§9S  ^i^Hed  send  Qut  secondary  root 9  near  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

We  have  sprayec(  this  week  v/;th  Bordeaux,  and  gone  over  the  field  again  with 
cultivator  an4  horsehge.    Bugs  are  beginning  to  hatch  (Sunday)  and  poison  will  te 
added  to  the  Bgrdeai;?? -^when  we  spray  next  week, 

-         .  (P.M.Lombard). 
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PresquQ  Isle,  Me»  For  the  week  endirg:  July  12,  1919^^ 

This  week  tegan  hot  and  dry  and  it  looked  as  though  the  drouth  would  con-^iniie 
for  anotter  week,  however  relief  came  Friday  with  1-1/2  inches  -of  rainfall  ai-d 
Saturday  another  half  inch. 

The  fertilizer  injury  seems  to  be  quite  common  over  the  county.  Some  fields  ^ 
are  looking  remarkably  fine  while  others  appear  pretty  ragged/   Mr,  S^ribnerj  the  i 

County  Agent  claims  fertilizer  injury  for  the  most  part  is  confined  to  those 
fields  where  the  fertilizer  used  contained  potash.    Fields  with  no  potash  show  ^ 
little  injury. 

The  hay  crop  will  not  be  a  heavy  or©  and  the  grain  crop  will  be  smallc  The 
heads  are  pretty  well  formed  while  the  straw  is  only  two  to  three  feet  in  height 
and  it  will  not  grov/  any  higher. 

Potato  aphids  are  very  hard  to  find  this  year  and  it  is  doubtful  if  we  vd  11 
have  any  trouble  with  this  pest  this  year,      Mr,  Bachelder,  the  Entomologist  says: 
"the  weather  has  been  unfavorable  for  their  development  and  at  the  same  xitiB  fav- 
orable for  the  development  of  their  parasites'*, 

Aiside  from  the  regular  field  work  we  have  been  rogueing  out  diseased  plants 
from  the  Variety  Collection  and  Seedlings.      Mosaic  appears  to  be  with  us  strong 
this  year,  but  for  the  most  part  it  is  in  the  first  stages)  very  few  dwarfed 
plants  are  to  be  found* 

Most  of  the  new  lots  in  the  Seed  Development  work  are  badly  diseased,  Cne 
lot  of  Cobblers  contains  about  95/^  Green  Mountains  and  one  strain  of  American 
Giants  contains  99/^  Burbanksj  hoTOver,  both  Green  Mountains  and  Burbanks  are 
healthy,  so  I  am  rogueing  out  the  Cobblers  ard  Green  Mountains, 

( P<M» Lombard) « 

During  the  past  v;eek  records  have  been  obtained  of  the  amount  of  disease 
present  in  the  variety  collection  and  tte  1916  and  1917  seedlings.      With  respect 
to  mosaic,  which  is  the  predominating  disease,  but  very  few  of  the  commercial 
varieties  v/ere  found  to  be  entirely  free  from  it.      The  few  which  are  apparently 
resistant  are  in  most  cases  of  foreign  origin»     It  is  planned  to  use  some  of  these 
for  crossing  this  year.      Approximately  50  per  cent  of  the  seedlings  have  so  far 
this  season  shown  no  indications  of  mosaic.    Several  hundred  plants  have  been 
covered  for  inbreeding  and  a  few  lots  have  been  emasculated  for  crossing. 

(Chas.F, Clark), 

Holmdol.  N.J,  July  4.  1919. 

The  Middle  Jersey  pdtato  section  is  suffering  terribly  this  week  from  the 
severe  heat  and  lack  of  moisture;  Uit  worse  yet,  we  have  the  pink  and  green  potato 
lice  in  vast  numbers.      On  some  plants  I  have  found  the  tips  of  the  stems  liter-  ^ 
ally  covered  with  green  and  pink  lice  and  frequently  slugs  of  the  potato  beetle^      ( ,, 
in  large  enough  numbers  to  devour  the  plant  in  a  few  days.      Though  the  vines  fill 
the  rows,  some  farmers  will  continue  to  dust  with  Paris  green  while  a  few  experi- 
ments will  be  made  to  kill  the  lice,  though  it  is  really  too  late  to  do  the  needec^" 
work.      Spraying  for  plant  lice  on  the  experimental  field  will  be  made  tomorrow. 
Of  the  new  seedlings  Nos,  25  and  44  are  wonderfully  promising,  the  vines  standing 
up  like  bushes  and'great  thick  stalks.      No.  44  is  as  vines  go,  the  choice  of  the 

lot  ,  ,  n\ 

(Theron  McCampbell; 


Lubbock  I  Tex.  For  the  v/eek  ending  July_lij_ 

On  Tuesday  morning.,  the  eighth;^  our  section  of  the  country  was  visited  by  another 
good  rain  -  1,5  inches  •  uhich  was  much  needed.      XJe  certainly  have  been  fortunsta 
in  getting  good  rains,  this  year,  just  when  vie  r^aeded  them»    This  last  rain  makes  a 
large  percent  of  the  feed  crops  certain.      Five  acres  of  Sudan  v;ere  cut  the  first  of 
the  week  and  gave  a  yield  of  16,638  lbs.  something  over  om  and  a  half  tons  p-er  acre* 
The  experimental  cats  have  been  cut  out  not  threshed-  so  that  I  cannot  say,  at  this 
tins,  just  v.rhat  the  yield  will  be.      However,  it  will  be  just  fair* 

The  Irish  potatoes  are  still  quite  green  and  will  not  be  dug  for  a  weak  or  tv;o 
yet*      The  fall  planting  will  be  made  this  coning  week,      Potatoes  advar^ed  in  price 
nearly  one  cent  the  last  week  and  are  now  selling  at  from  §2*75  to  ^3»5G  per  hundred, 
wholesale, 

(Guy  U,Wov!e)t 

Norfolk^  Vb.4  notes  I 

The  writer  accompanied  by  J,  ¥«  Wellington  and  M*F,Wimmer  left  I'ashington  for 
Norfolk  Sunday  evenir^  June  6  for  the  purpose  of  harvesting  the  expirimental  pota^ 
toes  planted  on  the  Virginia  Truck  Expericsnt  Station  grounds*      A  heavy  rainfall 
Monday  afternoon  delayed  harvesting  operations  until  Tuesday  afternoon*  Contrary 
to  our  usual  practice  of  digging  t'm  crop  by  har/i  we  took  advantage  of  the  opportun- 
ity of  using  the  Station*  s  rsw  elevator  potato  digger  with  gasolir;e  engine  equipment 
for  drivir^g  the  elevator  and  shaking  attaehnents.     This  made  possible  the  completion 
of  the  digging  on  Wednesday  and  of  the  sorting,  counting  and  weighing  of  the  primes, 
seconds  and  culls  late  Thursday  afternoon.      The  rain  on  Monday  put  the  ground  in 
such  good  physical  condition  that  there  were  no  clods  after  passing  through  the  dig- 
ger, and  the  tubers  were  free  from  soil  and  easily  gathered. 

The  crop  v/as  considerably  below  normal  so  far  as  yield  v;as  concerned  but  was 
rather  above  normal  in  quality.      The  tubers  vrere  not  over^large  and  were  as  a  rule 
true  to  type  and  of  a  clean  bright  appearance.      The  v^'hole  experimental  plot  was 
planted  v/ith  Irish  Cobblers.      As  usual  the  whole  seed  gave  the  largest  total  yield, 
and  the  largest  percentage  of  culls. 

A-LCompetent  authority  esticated  that  80  to  85 -per  cent  of  the  Norfolk  and  southern 
half  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  crop  had  been  harvested  prior  to  July  11.  The 
same  authority  also  made  the  statens  rt  that  the  Norfolk  shipments  to  that  date 
araounted  to  half  a  million  barrels  as  against  a  normal  shipment  of  nearly  1,000,000 
barrels*      The  decrease  in  volunB  of  crop  is  due  to  a  decreased  acreage  and  to  lov/er 
yields  brought  about  through  injury  from  a  late  spring  frost  and  a  shortage  of 
rainfall,      A  rough  estircate  of  this  year's  crop  in  our  own  plot  would  place  the 
yield  at  about  75  per  cent  of  that  of  previous  years* 

Mr«  Wellington  and  Miss  Wimrrer  returned  to  Vfeshir^ton  Friday  evenin|  while  the 
writer  went  to  Holmdel,  N«J#  V^Jm* Stuart) # 

Holmdel.  N,J.  Notes >  July  12.  1919 > 

The  potato  varieties  and  seedlings  planted  on  Mr«  McC&japbell' s  farm  at  Holmdel 
have  as  a  rule  made  a  splendid  growth  of  vines  which  apparently  has  delayed  the 
formation  of  tubers.      With  favorable  growir^  conditions  we  have  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  good  yield.      The  early  varieties  such  as  Quick  Lunch,  Triumph  a.rd  Irish 
Cobbler  are  beginning  to  ripen  ard  will  probably  be  fully  ripe  by  the  latter  part  of 
the  month* 


July  18 y  1919. 
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Ths  Holmdel  Potato  Club  held  their  annual  field  day  nesting  Saturday  July  12 
at  Mr»  McCSunpbell' s  farm.      This  meeting  was  very  largely  attended  by  the  pota^p 
growers  of  that  immediate  section*      A  conservative  estimate  placed  the  attendance 
at  sone-tihing  like  2000  peoplei      A  feature  of   the  meeting  v/as  a  display  of  tract-^- 
ors,  potato  diggers,  planters »  auto  trucks,  automobiles,  etc*      This  served  to 
lend  added  interest  to  the  meeting.      The  principal  address  of  the  day  was  deliver- 
ed by  Mr*  H,  W,  Cbllingwood^  editor  of  the  Rural  New  Yorker, 

Stuart  )♦ 

Washington.  D,C.  Note3«  July  18,  1919, 

A.'.progress  report  covering  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  calendar  year 
has  been  requested  from  all  project  leaders  and  also  estimate  of  financial  needs 
of  work  for  the  rext  fiscal  year  1920-21« 

A'-small  area  of  land  on  Arlington  Farm  is  being  planted  this  week  with  several 
"Varieties  of  potatoes  and  a  f ev/ McCormick  seedlir^s  for  the  purpose  of  observing 
tlBir  adaptability  for  late  crop  production  in  this  locality*      A  test  is  also 
being  made  of  th^e  vitality  of  Irish  Cobbler  and  Green  Mountain  seed  stock  stored 
throu^out  the  winter  under  temperatures  of  32°,  36°,  and  40°  F, 

Mr»  Wellington  and  the  writer  plan  to  leave  Washington  Saturday  for  Northwood, 
Iowa,  Grand  Rapids,  Minn*  ard  SpooiBr,  V/is»  for  the  purpose  of  rogue ing  the  seed 
potato  development  plots  at  each  of  those  points* 

Th3  weather  this  week  has  been  generally  rainy  and  considerably  warmer  than 
last  \Keek*      Good  growing  conditions  prevail  at  present  writing*, 

(V.'m*  Stuart)* 

Wenatchee*  Wash*  For  the  week  ending;  July  12tl919t 

The  weathsr  continues  dry  and  hot.    The  uplands  of  eastern  Washington  Vave 
been  without  rain  since  about  May  1*      The  sections  of  the  state  that  import  seed 
potatoes  are  beginning  at  this  time  to  "look  for  seed  for  rext  year.    They  plan  to 
go  into  the  growing  fields  to  see  the  conditions  that  obtain  there  with  respect 
to  disease  and  cultural  conditions  and  may  undertake  to  contraci;  for  a  aeries  of 
years  for  tho  seed  that  they  will  need. 

(E,S»Robert3on). 

Northwood,  jlowa«  .  July  15 1  1919* 

I  came  yp  to  Northwood  with  Pr»  Fenton  of  our  Entomology  Department  this  after- 
noon.   The  tipburn  situation  is  a  most  interesting  one  in  this  section,  at  the  pre- 
sent time'*  i  The  early  varietiesi  especially  Ohio  are  severely  turned  through  the 
teart  of  tiip  ctm  belt*      On  the  other  hand  in  Northern  lom  it  is  conspicuoi^isly 
absent*    Hare  it  has  been  cool  and  very  wet  -  just  the  tbvqtsq  of  central  Iowa* 
Flea  beetles  are  very  abundant  -  no  bugs  to  speak  of  aad  no  evidence  of  either  early 
or  late  blight  and  not  many  le&^  hoppers*  .     _         *^     ^'^i  rr - 

The  hay  crop  is  v6ry  heavy  here  but  it  is  too  wet  tor  corn  and  potatoes* 
of  the  spu^  foliage  shews  a  yallowish,  bilious  complexion  and  the  stems  are  spind- 
ling ir^tsad  of  a  stocky,  bushy  grovrth*     Even  on  the  slight  rid^^  the  growtji  is 
ffiuch  better*-    Soms  of  oitr  Cobbler •^pUo'^s  have  been  soaked  once  too  often  and  iare 
beyond  recall*     The  others  may  give  a  fair  yield  if  the  weathsr  clears  up»  li  foynd 
the  fieldjio  be  cld&n  and  in  good  order,  thanks  to  Mr*  Eakers.  -V-- 

(A^T^Si^ny. 
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Greeley^  Colo« 


For  the  week  ending  July  19,  1919 


We  began  stacking  our  second  (iutting  of  alfalfa  this  morning.      The  hay  crop 
is  a  little  light  oDving  to  the  ^act  that  we  did  not  have  sufficient  water  for  ir- 
rigation* ■  ' 

On  Saturday  (July  19.)  we  irrigated  some  of  the  experimental  plats  of  pota- 
toes.     The  potatoes  planted  on  July  3  in  the  Mature  vs.  Immature  Seed  Experim.ent 
are  beginning  to  germinate.      The  Size  of  Seed  experiment  is  attracting  consider- 
able attention  among  the  visitors  at  the  Station*      The  whole  seed  in  each  instance 
has  made  a  stronger  growth  than  the  cut  seed  of  the  same  size  and  the  growth  is 
quite  marked  in  favor  of  the  2-ounce  whole  over  the  1-ounce  whole  and  the  3-ounce 
vifhole  0Y£r  the  2-ounce  whole.      This  marked  difference  in  growth  probably  is  due  to 
the  dry  condition  of  the  soil.      The  potato  flea  beetle  has  been  doing  considerable 
damage  to  some  of  the  potato  vines  in  this  section  and  many  of  the  grov/ers  have 
sprayed  for  this  pest. 

We  built  over  the  old  spray  tank  belonging  to  the  Station  and  sprayed 
our  potatoes  on  July  17. 

( W',  CEdmunds  oh) 

Jeroiiie,  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  July  19  ^  1919. 

Weather  conditions  for  the  past  week  have  been  variable.  During  the  early 
part  the  temperature  ranged  high.  On  Thursday  we  had  a  high  wind  and  dust  storm, 
since  which  time  the  temperature  has  teen  much  lower,  with  cool  nights. 

On  Monday,  the  14th,  Prof.  H,  P,  Davis,  Vice-Director  of  the  Experiment 
Station  at  Moscow  visited  the  Station, 

Crops  generally  are  looking  well;  wheat  is  beginning  to  turn  and  early  oats 
will  be  ready  to  cut  within  two  weeks. 

The  3ast  of  the  irrigation  water  came  down  on  the  15th;  the  ditches  are  all 
dry,  and  the  supply  ditches  or  coolies  have  but  few  water  holes  left.    The  farmers 
are  beginning  to  haul  water  for  their  stock,  but  few  farms  having  their  own  wells. 

Alfalfa  will  be  ready  to  cut  in  many  places  the  coming  week  due  to  lack  of 
water;  some  fields  are  good,  many  are  fair  and  it  will  hardly  pay  to  cut  others* 
The  alfalfa  crop  at  the  Station  will  be  fair  •  probably  one-half  the  usual  second 
cutting;-  due  to  the  limited  supply  of  irrigation  water  we  had  practically  none 
tc  use  on  this  crop  after  the  first  crop  was  cut, 

(L.L.Co rbett) « 


Presque  Isle  ,  Me.  For  the  week  ending  July  19,  1919* 

The  weather  has  teen  very  favorable  for  the  growth  of  potatoes.    It  rained 
Wednesday.    Haying  operations  began  Monday.      A  fair  crop  of  hay  is  reported. 
Dr.  Wortley  of  Bermuda  arrived  in  Presque  Isle  Saturday  and  will  stop  several  days. 

Our  plats  were  cultivated,  spaded  and  sprayed  again  this  week.    The  absence 
of  aphids  is  remarkable.      One  species  of  the  Tarnish  plant  bug  is  very  plentiful 
this  year  on  potatoes..     We  are  about  through  rogueing  for  the  first  time;  a  second 
and  possibly  a  third  rogueing  will  be  given  later. 

A  large  delegation  of  pathologists  is  expected  in  this  section  next  week. 
Most  of  the  potato  fields  are  in  full  bloom.      Mosaic  and  leaf  roll  (advanced 
stages)  are  conspicuous  at  this  time, 

(P.M.Lombard) 
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Pre 3 que  Is Ifi ,  Me  t  For  the  vreek  ending  July  19.  1919. 

The  potatoes,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  late  varieties  are  nov;  in 
full  bloom  so  that  the  breeding  work  is  well  under  way.      It  v/as  found,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  blooming  period,  that  a  large  number  of  buds  were  dropping  off 
before  opening  vhich  was  attributed  largely  to  the  dry,  hot  Vveather.  Lately,  v/ith 
more  favorable  v;eather,  this  condition  seezLS  to  have  nearly  disappeared,  e::cept  in 
the  Case  of  certain  varieties  v/hich  seldom  produce  fully  developed  flowers.  Yfith 
a  few  erj^eptions  but  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  sufficient'' 
pollen  for  making  the  desired  crosses •      Several  crosses  have  been  made  between 
some  of  the  most  promisl-.v-  seedlings  also  between  seedlings  and  some  of  VrB  appar- 
ently highly  resistant  varietitJo  from  Russia  and  Holland.  ' 

(Chas.F. Clark) , 

Holmdel,  N.J.  For  the  week  ending_Julv  19^  1919* 

Monmouth  County,  N.J,  has  had  rain  for  several  days  and  farmers  are  now 
losing  sleep  over  danger  of  the  blight  or  a  hot  sun  -  one  beir^  about  as  bad  as 
the  other.      The  vines  l^ve  set  heavily.      If        can  get  by  this  rainy  spell 
safely,   it  will  miean  a  fair  crop  in  this  section. 

(Theron  McCampbell) 

Vienatchee.  V'ash.  July  10.  1919. 

\i%ile  on  a  trip  up  the  Entiat  Valley  recently,  I  visited  a  truck  gardener 
whose  tomatoes  and  peppers  were  badly  affected  by  what  is  usually  called  "blight*'. 
The  appearance  of  the  blighted  tomatoes  is  so  similar  to  that  of  a  potato  plant 
that  is  affected  by  leaf  roll  that  the  condition  at  once  attracted  my  attention. 

I  find  that  the  tomatoes  of  this  section  are  nearly  all  affected  the  same 
way.    The  gardener  said  that  the  condition  had  not  been  so  prevalent  before  in 
nine  years  and  he  attributes  the   severity  of  the  trouble  this  year  to  the  climatic 
conditions.      The  season  is  about  two  v;eeks  late.    The  days  have  been  hot  and  the 
nights  cool.     Others  say  that  the  disease  is  unusually  severe.        The  gardener 
says  that  the  tomatoes  do  not  blight  in  the  greenhouse, 

(E«  S,  Robertson). 

7/ashington,  D,C,  "  July  25.  1919. 

Vfe  have  had  heavy  showers  the  first  four  days  of  the  past  week.  The 
weatte  r  for  the  balance  of  the  week  has  been  fair  and  v/arm. 

Prof.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Wellington  expect  to  leave  Washington  for  Presque 
Isle,  Me,  i'onday  or  Tuesday  of  Next  week.      They  are  now  in  the  Middle" '^fest  but 
expect  to  return  to  V/ashington  from  this  trip  Sunday  night  (July  27')., 


(Marie  F, dimmer). 
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Greeley^  Colo, 


For  the  v;eek  ending:  July  26  r  1919. 


Orx  july  21  and  22  "e  stacked  the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  hay.    The  yield 
was  a  little  light  oi;7ing  to  the  lack  of  water,   but  the~  quality  of  the  hay  is  very 
good. 

Some  of  the  experimental  plats  of  potatoes  were  irrigated  on  July  25o  Be- 
cause of  the  unfavorable  weather  the  potato  crop  is  not  doing  well  in  this  section. 
The  lack  of  v/ater,  together  ^wit  h  high  temperatures  and  hot  winds,,  is  causing  much 
damage  to  the  vine.      We  expect  to  cut  the  oats  the  last  of  this  vreek^  ^  ■ 

On  July  21  State  County  Agent  Leader  A,        Lcvett.-  Assistant  Leaders  R.  H, 
Felts  and  R,  R«  Lancaster,  together  with  about  twenty  county  agents  visited  the 
Station.     Considerable  time  was  spent  in  going  over  the  plats, 

( C . Edmunds  on)  . 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  v/eek  ending  July  26,  1919/ 

The  past  week  has  been  practically  normal.    On  \'^ednesday  it  clouded  during 
the  forenoon  and  a  few  drops  of  rain  fell,      I  understand  showers  came  in  the  hills 
adjacent  to  this  tract. 

Crops  are  still  looking  well  and  to  date  show  no  injury  from  drought.  The 
cucumbers  have  been  irrigated  once  with  water  from  our  v^'ater  system  and  are  beginn- 
ing to  set  fruit.      V/e  began  cutting  oats  today,  July  25. 

(L.L.Corbett), 

Northwood,  Iowa.  July  23,  1919 > 

Mr.  Wellington  and  the  writer  reached  Northwood  at  3:20  Monday  morning, 
July,  20  arjd  were  surprised  as  well  as  pleased  to  discover  that  Prof.  Erwin  of  Ames, 
Iowa  had  arrived  on  the  same  train.      The  day  v/as  spent  in  roguing  the  Early  Ohio 
and  Rural  lots  of  potatoes  th-at  are  being  grovm  on  the  farm  of  Mr,  Eakers  about  a 
mile  from  town.      The  Irish  Cobbler  and  Green  Mountain  strains  had  suffered  so  ' 
seriously  from  tip-burn  and  tl^  leaf-hoppers  that  it  was  decided  to  discard  the 
whole  of  them  and  start  anew  next  year.      The  land  selected  for  the  experimental 
potato  plot  would,  under  ordinary  conditions,  have  been  very  suitable  for  the  work 
but  OTing  to  an  unusually  v/et  Spring  the  planting  was  delayed  far  beyon§  the  normal 
peripd  and  in  some  sections  of  the  fie  Id  later  rains  had  completely  destroyed  the 
seed  pieces  or  had  drowned  out  the  plants  after  germination.      As  a  result  of  late 
plant  ing  and  continued  wet  weather  afterwards  the   crop  is  somewhat  late  and  the 
stand  not  as  good  as  it  would  have  been  had  normal  conditions  prevailed.  However, 
seme  lots  of  the  Early  Ohio  and  Rurals  look  very  promising. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  noted  by  the  writer  was  that  in  plants 
produced  from  home  grown  Early  Ohio  and  Rural  seed  stock;  practically  all  of  the 
mixtures,  and  th^re  ^^ere  a  lot  of  them,  were  in  the  case  of.  the  Ohios  all  Rurals, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Rurals,  all  Ohios,    This  shows  quite  clearly  that  when  tv;o 
or  more  varieties  are  grown  on  the  farm,  1 1«  farner  dees  not  -  as  a  rule  make  any 
effort  to  keep  them  pure. 

Very  little  disease  v/as  noted  in  th^e  different  lots  of  seed,      Fusarium  in- 
fection was  most  prevalent.     The  chief  trouble  or  rather  injury  was  due  to  what  has 
heretofore  been  ascribed  to  tip-burn  and  x^ich  tereafter  will  probably  be  regarded 
as  due  to  injuries  caused  by  t  he  leaf  hopper.      The  Irish  Cobbler  and  the  Green 
Mountain  appear  to  be  most  susceptible  to  injury  from  the  leaf  hopper. 

On  Monday  evening  we  were  joined  by  Dr.  I,  E,  Melhus  of  Ames* 

Tuesday  forenoon  v/e  drove  from  Northwood  to  St,  Ansgar  inspecting  potato, 
onion,  and  cabbage  fields  along  the  way.      It  was  noted  that  practically  all  of  the 
large  commercial  fields  of  potatoes  in  this  section  were  planted  with  Rurals*  The 
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largest  gro^r  visited  was  F,  J.  Sedlacek.    Mr.  Sedlacek  has  80  acres  of  Rurals. 
Tney  were  the  finest  lot  of  Rurals  noted  on  our  trip.       In  general  it  may  be  said 
tnat  all  varieties  other  than  Rurals  are  not  particularly  promising  and  that  the 
Rurals  have  not  set  heavily^      fhe  average  set  of  tuters  being  from  4  to  5  per 
plant,  •  .  ^ 

We  loft  St*  Ansgar  for  Duluth  at  12:05  Tuesday  ncon» 

(Vito.  Stuart). 

Presque  Isle,  Me«  For  the  week  ending^ulv  2fi.3919.^ 

The  Vfeather,  for  ihe  past' week  has  been  good,  for  the  most  part,  Friday 
it  was  cloudy  and  Saturday  showery. 

Director  Chas.  D.  Woods  and  Dr,  Morse  of  the  Maine  Experiment  Station, 
A,  M.  Soule  and  E,  L,  Newdick  of  Augusta  arrived  Vifednesday  to  ir^pect  the  fertiliz- 
er situation  and  visit  the  work  at  Aroostook  Farm.      Friday  Messrs.  V^oods,  Morse, 
Scule  arii  Newdick  accompanied  by  Mr,  Scribner  the  County  Agent  nst  Dr»  Pethybridge, 
Pathologist  of  Ireland  in  Van  Buren.      They  were  joined  at  that  point  by  Dr. 
Shultz  and  Dr.  Fulsqm,  -    Quite  an  extensive  trip  was  taken  though  the  principal 
potato  sections  of  Northern  Aroostook. 

Friday  Doctors  Brown  and  M»  Shapcvolov^  and  Wednesday  Dr.  C»  C«  Fletcher 
arrived  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  fertilizer  situation  in 
this  section. 

Mr.  Eugene  Tucker  oX  the  Movii^  Picture  Laboratory,  Washir^ton,  arrived 
Thursday  to  take  the  second  scenario.    This  included  cultural  operations  shovang 
the  various  implements  used  in  the  potato  fields  of  Aroostook  as  well  as  spraying 
.  implements. 

Our  plots  were  sprayed  again  this  week  anl  the  blossoming  record  nearly 
completed. 

(P, M, Lombard) . 

Grand  Rapids.  Minn.  Notes,  July  30.  1919. 

Mr.  J,  W,  Wellington  and  the  writer  arrived  at  Grand  Rapids,  Minn.  Wedr.e^'- 
day  noon,  July  23.      Vfe  were  accompanied  from  Duluth  by  Mr,  Tolaas  and  Mr.  Kranz 
from  University  Farm,  St.  Paul,  Minn.      The  afternoon  was  spent  at  the  North  central 
Experimental  Farm  in  taking  notes  and  roguing  out  diseased  plants  and  mixtures  from, 
the  varieties  under  test  at  that  point.      The  general  condition  of  the  crop  at  this 
experimental  farm  was  found  to  be  rather  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  fact  that 
hsavy  rains  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  had  drowned  out  considerable  areas  of 
the  plot  devoted  to  experimental  work,  thus  giving  the  field  a  very  uneven  and  un- 
satisfactory appearance.      Where  the  plants  had  not  suffered  from  excessive  moisture 
their  growth  was  satisfactory.      Considerable  injury  had  been  caused  by  bugs  a.nd  ir 
some  sections  of  the  field  the  weeds  had  gotten  a  good  start.  Superintendent 
Bergh  assured  us  that  this  condition  would  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
work  of  roguing  and  note  taking  was  completed  Thursday  noon.     So  far  as  we  were 
able   to  learn  the  general  conditions  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  north  central  part  or 
Minnesota  were  fairly  satisfactory.      We  left  Grand  Rapids  Thursday  afternoon  for 
Spooner,  Wis»  ^ 

Spooner,  Vus«  notes. 

We  were  joined  Friday  morning  (July  25)  by  Prof.  Milward  of  tlie  \¥isconsin 
Experiment  Station,  Madison,  Wis.  but  mirig  to  heavy  shov/ers  during  the  morning  * 
hours  were  somewhat  delayed  in  getting  out  to  the  Spooner  Branch  Station.      Some  work 
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was  accomplished  tet\7een  sho^^vers  in  the  forenoon.      In  the  afternoon  the  work  of 
note  taking  ard  roguing  v/as  continued.      Prof.  Milward  left  us  Friday  evening  going 
to  Rice  Lake  to  join  Inspector  Brann  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  inspecting 
fields  listed  for  seed  certification.      On  Saturday  we  completed  the  note  taking  and 
roguing  of  the  various  lots  of  potatoes  grown  on  the  Experimental  -farm.-- 

The  general  condition  of  the  plants  at  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  was  ex- 
cellent.   Practically  all  the  varieties  have  nade  a  good  gro\7t.h  and  have  received 
good  cultural  attention.      Cf  the  nine  lots  of  Triumphs  on  trial  there,  two  were 
rated  as  excellent.      The  balance  cf  the  lots  were  more  or  less  severely  affected 
with  mosaic.      These  strains,  however,  wo-uld  ardirarily  be  considered  desirable  for 
seed  purposes  but  for  the  development  cf -high  grade  seed  potatoes  they  were  consider 
ed  as  unworthy  of  further  propagation.    Of.  the  six  lots -of  Irish  Cobbler  under  tri.al 
;  .  two  were  selected  for  comparison  "at  -  m  xt 'inspecti  on  as  v/ell  as  at  'har\^esting  tin-- 
with  the  idea  cf  the  selection  of  the  one  giving  the  bast  results.      In  the  case  of 
the  Early  Ohio,  while  only  four  lots  were  .under. trial  all  were  found  to  be  good  and 
two  of  them  really  v;ere  quite  superior  strains  so  far  as  vigor  "of  plants  is  concern- 
ed.     Tlie  Green  Mountains,  with  the  exception  of  one  lot  were  found  to  be  much  freer 
from  mosaic  than  those  grown  in  Maine.       In  the  case  of  the  Rurals  tv;o  of  the  five 

lots  v/ere  so  decidedly  superior  to  th^  otters  as  to  leave  no  question  in  ovir  mind  as 
to  the  final  selection  to  be  made. 

It  is  planned  to  visit  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  during  the  latter  part  of 
August  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  second  field  inspection.      The  gene  ra.1  condition 
of  tlB  potato  crop  in  northe rn  V/isc ons  in  is  regarded  as  satisfactory  but  that  of  the 
central  and  southern  portion  as  \;ell  as  that  of  llin-nesota  and  Iowa  is  not  as  promis- 
ing owing  to  the  fact  that  throughout  these  areas  the  rainfall  has  been  deficient 
and  this,  accompanied  with  high  tem'pe  ratures  has  served  to  seriously  check  and  in 
some  cases  injure  the  plants.      Seasonable  rains  would  'no  doubt  correct  this  con- 
dition to  a  very  large  extent. 

{XJm,  Stuart) 

Madison,  Y/is.  ■  July  28,  1919. 

The  Y/isconsin  Potato  Growers'  Association  is  rapidly  forming  early  plans  for 
the  coming  Wisconsin  Potato  Expos  itio-n  to  be  held  in  tte  Milv/aukee  Auditorium  during 
the  V'jeek  of  December  3-13,  1919.      The  State  Association  will  install  several 
special  features  this  year  at  the  Potato  Exposition.      Keetings  of  potato  growers 
will  be  held  in  the  leading  potato  growing  sections  of  the  state  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September.       It  i  s  expected  this  year  that  from  tv/enty  to  twenty-five 
counties  will  install  competitive  exhibits  at  the  State  Potato  Show.    On  the  dates 
August  15  and  16  the  Stats  Association  will  install  a  field  exhibit  at  the  liarinette 
County  New  Settlers'  Picnic  which  is  ore  of  the  largest  gatherings  of  farmers  and 
commercial  interests  held  annually  in  the  state. 

Potato  inspection  started  in  V/isconsin  on  July  25  and  the  work  at  this  date 
^s  well  under  vj-ay.  Mr*  J,  Brann  will  again  this  year  do  a  very  large  amount  of 
■&he  inspection  Y/ork. 

( J*G,Milxvard)  . 

Lubbock »  Tex.  For  the  week  ending  July  26,  1919. 

Most  of  the  potatoes  seem  ready  to  dig  ard  will  probably  be  dug  in  the  next 
week  or  so.      This  section  of  the  country  had  .39  of  an  inch  of  rain  on  the  nine- 
teenth.     In  some  localities  the  rain  was  quite  heavy. 
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Mr,  Keirper,  the  superintendent,  Ur<  Jories,  scientific  assistcit,'^,  a».''d  the 
vrriter  drove  about  a  hundred  niil.3s  today  over  the  country  to  the  east  anu  nort.-'  of 
Lubbock,    The  crops  in  all  sections  were  found  to  be  in  fine  condition.  ^ 

(Guy  Ml.  RoviTd,; ' 


Ok 


Washingrton,  D.C. 


For  the,  week  en_ding_jVugi_.st  2j  193-5Li 


Prof.  Stuart  and  Mr,  Vfellington  returned  from  the  Middle  Vfest  Monday  j^or.:- ^. 
ingt      Monday,  Tuesday  and  ^'ednesday  morning  was  spent  in  answering  corresponderice 
and  preparing  for  Maine  trip.    They  both  left  Vi'ednesday  noon  for  Presque  isle,  Me. 
for  the  purpose  of   taking  notes  on  the  behavior  of  the  potatoes  in  the  variety  and 
seedling  collections  on  Aroostook  Farm.      Mr.  Yfellington  will  also  take  advantage  of 
tnis  opportunity  to  becoDie  familiar  with  the  various  potato  diseases  in  that  section* 

(Ma  rie  F,Wimmer)« 
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For  ths^  wQek  ending  AxxpAat  2^  1919jt^ 


Cats  were  cut  on  July  29  and  30*    The  young  alfalfa  in  the  oat  field  ig- 
jiathor  thin  and  may  have  to  be  resaeded  this  fall*      During  the  past  week  v/e  have 
cultivated  about  one  half  of  the  potato  plats  and  irrigated  two  plats  of  the  Irri- 
gation Experinsnt,      Some  field  notes  were  taken  on  the  Seedlings,  Considerable 
mosaic  was  noted  and  also  some  streak  and  fusarlum. 

During  the  past  week  northern  Colorado  was  favored  with  considerable  local 
rainfall.      Sons  sections  report  two  or  three  inches,  while  at  the  Station  only  .83 
of  an  inch  vms  recorded.      A  number  of  cloud  bursts  have  been  reported^  causing  con*- 
siderable  damage  in  the  sections  v/here  they  occurred. 

(Ws  O^Edmundson) 

Jerome,  Idaho*  For  the  week  ending  August  2_|  1919^* 

The  week  has  been  one  of  high  temperatures  and  high  winds,  probably  the 
highest  wind  of  any  single  week  during  the  season  has  occurred  the  week  just  ending. 

Our  crops  are  continuing  to  look  very  well  considering  the  v;eather  con- 
ditions*     Potatoes  are  doing  exceptionally  well.      The  pea.s  are  made,  with  one 
variety,  the  Alaska  nearly  ready  to  harvest. 

Beans  are  beginning  to  set  pods  but  I  have  but  little  confidence  at  present 
that  ?/e  v/ill  make  a  crop.      There  is  so  little  moisture  in  the  soil  t!hat  I  have  no 
doubt  there  will  be  but  few  pods  that  will  fill. 

Cucumbers  are  setting  freely  and  this  crop  will  be  irrigated  from  our  water 
supply  on  Mondayf  August  4.    They  are  vining  well  and  there  is  every  indication  of  a 
good  crop. 

Our  oats  are  harvested  and  in  the  shock*  Hay  is  cut  and  will  be  stacked 
the  early  part  of  the  coming  week.  The  yield  is  not  normal  for  a  second  cutting, 
because  v/e  did  not  have  water  to  put  on  the  crop  during  the  growing  period* 

(L,L,Corbett). 


PresQue  Isle  .Me*  For  the  week  ending  August  2,1919. 

The  weather  has  been  cloudy  for  the  past  week  with  numerous  showers.  How- 
ever, the  soil  is  very  dry,  and  an  inch  or  tv/o  of  rain  is  needed  for  potatoes. 

No  reports  of  Late  Blight  have  been  iiade  in  this  section.      Prof.  Vim. 
Stuart  and  Mr*.  Wellington  of  this  office  arrived  from  ^feshington  Thursday*  Th^ 
plots  on  . Aroostook  Farm  v/ere  inspected  Friday  and  Saturday  and  the  1917  and  1915 
seedlings  were  rcgued  for  diseased  plants. 

Sunday  the  writer  (Aug*3),  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Stuart,  Wellir^ton  and 
Clark  took  a  field  trip  by  auto  through  Easton  and  Mars  Hill  inspecting  potato 
fields.    For  the  most  part  potato  fields  are  looking  well  in  thi^  section.    No  ferti- 
lizer injury  was  seen  with  the  exception  of  an  acre  where  6%  potash  was  used.  Green 

Jountain  fields  show  a  high  percent  of  mosaic  plants*    Spaulding  Rose  and  Irish 
obblers  are  quite  free  from  disease. 

Potato  fields  are  practically  free  from  aphids  this  year.      There  are  sever- 
al species  of  the  Tarnish  Plant  Bug  working  on  potato  vines.    They  have  apparently 
done  no  serious  injury  to  date*      Reports  from  the  southern  part  of  the  state  are 
that  this  insect  is  very  abundant,  and  may  cause  considerable  injury  to  the  foliage. 

(P.M, Lombard)* 


The  viTork  of  hybridizing  and  inbreeding  is  still  in  progress.     A  considerable 
number  of  the  earlier  pollinations  have  set  seed.     i"t  is  probable,  ho\^'ever,  that 
the  percentage  will  be  somewhat  reduced  this  year  on  account  of  the  dryj  hot 
weather  which  has  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  blooming  period.  The 
1916  and  1917  seedlings  have  been  rogued  during  the  past  v/eek.    Many  of  them  v;ere 
found  to  be  entirely  free  from  disease» 

(Chas*'-'F.  Clark), 

P  res  que  Islet  Me,  August  6»  1^1? -> 

Since  my  arrival  here  Thursday  evening,  July  31,  the  weather  has  been  decidedly, 
cool  with  night  temperatures  of  from  46  te  54°  F.       It  is  decidedly  warmer  today 
(Aug.  s)  and  there  is  every  indication  that  the  extreme  cool  weather  is  over  for  the 
present,      Friday  and  Saturday  were  spent  in  studying  and  roguing  the  seedling  col- 
lection.   Many  promising  seedlings  were  noted  that  appeared  to  be  free  from  disease* 
Monday  Vv'as  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  variety  collection  and  as  in  former  years  some 
misnaming  was  noted. 

Plans  were  made  yesterday  to  visit  Caribou  and  Van  Buren  with  J)r*  Clark  and 
Messrso  Lombard  and  Wellington  but  owing  to  the  arrival  Monday 'afternoon  and  evening 
of  Drs*  Cotton,-  Cunningham  and  Morse,  pathologists,  respectively  of  England,  Canada, 
and  the  state  of  Maine,  the  trip  was  deferred  until  VJednesday*      This  forenoon  has 
been  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  the  pathological  laboratory  and  grounds  where  much 
of  interest  was  noted,      The  most  interesting  feature  to  the  VvTiter  was  the  decisive 
evidence  secured  by  the  pathologists  that  mosaism  of  the  potato  can  be  readily 
transmitted  from  a  diseased  to  a  healthy  plant  through  artificial  methods* 

This  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  the  potato  stock  being  grown 
on  Aroostook  Farm  and  of  the  fertilizer  experiments  on  a  nearby  farm  by  Dr« 
Schreiner's  Office. 

The  condition  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  section  is  fairly  good  but  the  plants 
are  now  suffering  from  a  lack  of  moisture  which  if  not  soon  supplied  will  cause  a  , 
very  material  loss  in  yield. 

In  some  sections,  particularly  around  Caribou,  Limestone,  Van  Buren  and  Fort 
Fairfield  ttere  are  many  potato  fields  showing  decided  injury  from  the  use  of  ferti- 
lizers containing  Searle's  Lake  potash.     It  is  gers rally  assumed  that  the  borax  con- 
tained in  the  potash  from  the  Searle's  Lake  region  is  directly  responsible  for  this 
injury* 

Ii5  is  proposed  to  inspect  some  American  Giant  fields  of  potatoes  around  Van 
BurenB  that  are  being  grown  for  seed  stock  for  New  Jersey  parties.      One  seed  firm 
in  particular  is  testing  out  the  relative  value  of  American  Giant  seed  stock  from 
PriaeeEdward  Island  is  comparison  with  Van  Buren  grown  stock.    These  two  stocks  are 
being  grown  in  both  localities  this  season^ 

(Wm,  Stuart). 


Pullman t  Vfash. 


Aug.  1^.1919. 


The  Kennswick  has  shipped  about  40  cars  >of  Early  potatoas.    The  last  of 
the  Earliest  df  All  are  being-  dug  now  and  the  first  of  the  Oems.    Some  exception- 
ally good  yields  have  "been  reported*      One  field  gave  twelve  tons  per  acre  and  the 
crop  sold  at  $65*00  per  ton.      The  best  yields  are  reported  from  dairy  farms  where 
an  abundance  of  manure  has  been  used  on  tho.  ground. 

(E, S.Robertson) 


Washington,  D.C»  For  Vm.  v^eek  ending  August  itlgl-j* 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  was  warm  with  showers  Tuesday  and  Wednesday* 
Mrs*  E,  D,  Vosbury  visited  the  office  on  Vfednesday  and  Friday*  Correspondence 
has  been  unusually  light  during  the  past  vreek, 

(Marie  F,  Wimmer). 
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Greeley,  Colo>  For  the  TOek  ending  August  9,  1919» 

The  weather  durir^  the  past  week  has  been  cDoler  and  more  favorable  to  potato 
growing.    It  is  hoped  that  it  will  continue.    On  August  7  over  half  the  potato 
plats  were  irrigated*      Owir^  to  the  rains  of  the  previous  week  there  wag  a  better 
head  of  water  for  irrigation. 

A  numter  of  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Station  viere  visited  during 

F.         the  past  week*    Owing  to  the  lack  of  water  considerable  Fusarium  is  in  evidence. 

i'<9k  -  According  to  a  local  paper  a  potato  and  vegetable  grading  and  inspection 

system  similar  to  the  cantaloupe  inspection  service  which  groTOrs  have  conducted 
in  Colorado  for  several  years»  will  be  in  force  immediately  throughout  the  state 
uriier  authorization  granted  by  the  state  pure  food  and  drug  Commission  to  the 
Colorado  Potato  Shippers*  Association. 

(  W.  C » Fdmu  n  ds  0  n) 

Jerome.  Idaho ^  For  the  week  ending  August  9,  1919. 

The  weather  conditions  have  been  about  normal  for  the  week,  the  highest 
temperature  was  8t98degree3  F,    Two  dust  storms  occurred  during  the  week.      We  have 
all  our  hay  in  the  stack.     Oats  are  still  in  the  shock  but  will  be  threshed  during 
the  feoming  week* 

Potatoes  are  holding  well  and  making  sons  tubers.    Cucumbers  are  setting  very 
well  and  some  nearly  ripe»      Beans  are  doing  very  well  except  in  spots  in  the  field. 
In  these  few  spots  they  are  turnirig  yellow  and  losing  their  leaves*  Generally 
crops  look  well  for  the  dry  conditions. 

(L.L.Corbett), 


Ame 3 ,  I  owa .  August  1919* 


Rudnick  was  up  to  Northwood  ths  last  of  the  ueek  and  gave  the  potatoes  a 
sprayirg  with  lead  and  Bordeaux.      He  reports  that  the  new  sprayer  does  good  work. 

In  central  loua  it  has  been  intensely  hot  and  dry  for  the  past  month.  An/ 
inch  of  rainfall  Saturday  will  help  the  corn  vjonderf ully . 

Sweet  corn  canning,  of  which  Iowa  \vill  pack  about  three  million  cases,  will 
commence  the  middle  of  the  month. 

Early  Ohios  have  matured  in  southern  and  central  Iowa.      The  local  markets 
are  payirg  around  $2.50  per  bushel.    Yield  is  only  fair.  During  the  past  week  the 
temperature  has  averaged  7°  above  normal.  (A.T,Erwin)« 

Presque  Isle^  Me.  For  the  week  ending  August  9,  1919t 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  shower  Thursday  afternoon  the  week  has  been 
fair  with  cool  nights*    The  soil  is  very  dry  and  early  varieties  are  maturing  fast. 
Vfe  sprayed  again  this  \M5ek  and  cultivated  and  horsehoed  the  1919  seedlings. 

I  hive  secured  some  very  good  dressing  and  propose  to  make  a  compost  heap 
next  week.      This  will  be  put  in  the  greerihouse  this  fall  for  our  greenhouse  work 
next  spring.      A  load  of  sand  was  hauled  Saturday* 

Desirable  tuber  units  in  the  Green  Mountain  group  were  staked  Thursday  and 
the  same  stunt  will  be  done  in  the  Cobbler  and  Triumph  groups.      All  undesirable 
plants  were  rogued  from  the  seed  developmsnt  plat  near  Echo  Lake  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, 

Prof.  Vi/m,  Stuart  left  Presque  Isle  for  Fort  Fairfield,  Met  Thursday,  and 
Mr,  Vfellington  left  for  Boston  Friday  night. 

(P.M.Lombard). 


* 
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Maine  Notes. 


<>J  \J  ^  ^  ^  \J  KJ 


August  15,  1919, 


The  trip  to  Van  Buren\i^ich  had  teen  planned  for  Tuesday,  Aug,  5  was  rade  on 
August  6  by  Messrs.  Clark,  Lomtard,  Vfellington,  and  the  writer;  the  object  of  the 
trip  being  to  inspect  fields  of  American  Giant  potatoes  intended  for  seed  stock  for 
Monmouth  County,  N»J.  growers.      Some  reasonably  good  fields  were  noted  that  but 
none  were  found  that  were  free  from  varietal  mixture  or  mosaic,  though  in  most 
cases  the  percentage  of  diseased  plants  was  very  low.      A  small  field  of  American 
Giants  grown  from  1918  Prince  Edward  Island  seed  was  looted  by  all  to  be  the^^most 
promising  lot  seen  on  the  trip.      On  another  farm  we  were  shown  a  field  of  tKate 
of  Maine ''s,  the  seed  of  which  had  bbsn  imported  from  Prince  EdJ-zard  Island*  This 
field  seemed  to  be  free  from  disease  and  the  plants  were  of  uniform  size  and  y^gor. 
Apparently  the  mosaic  disease  is  not  as  prevalent  in  Prince  Edward  Island  as  m 
northern  Maine.    Fertilizer  injury  was  quite  noticeable  in  some  of  the  fields. 

The  writer  spent  Thursday  in  company  with  Drs.  Cotton  and  Morse  and  Messrs. 
Cunningham  and  Porter  along  the  St.  Johns  River  between  Perth  and  Bath  ^  inspecting 
potato^fields  for  the  presence  of  diseases.     One  very  fine  field  of  Irish  Cobblers 
was  noted.      As  a  rule  th^e  New  Brunswick  fields  compare  favorably  with  those  on 
the  American  side,  but  the  acreage  of  individual  growers  is  much  Ilsss, 

(1',  Stuart ;  • 

Massachusetts  Notes.  August  15,  1919. 

Friday  and  Saturday,  Aug.  8  and  9  were  spent  in  Massachusetts .  _  In  conver- 
sation  with' Mr,  Wilfrid  YJheeler,  Secretary  of  tte  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  it 
was  learned  that  some  fertilizer  injury  had  been  noted  in  the  State*  Saturday 
forenoon  was  spent  in  tl^  Office  of  the  Worcester  County  Farm  Bureau  discussing 
potato  conditions  in  the  County.      The  potato  crop  was  regarded  by  Mr.  John^arth 
as  being  somewhat  below  normal  due  in  part  to  mosaic  infected  plants.      At  x.ne 
urgent  request  of  Mr.  Dearth  the  witer  visited  or^  of  the  State  farms  l^^^^-^ed  m 
the  town  of  Templeton,  where  a  considerable  acreage  of  potatoes  were  being  grown. 
It  developed  that  the  seed  used  on  this  farm  had  been  certified  Dy  the  ^'^^^^l 
State  DepartHBnt  of  Agriculture.     Some  3000  bushels  of  Green  Mountain  and  Irish 
Cobbler  seed  was  purchased  for  the  various  state  institutional  fams  of  which  that 
known  as  the  "Templeton  Colony"  is  the  largest,  in  point  of  potato  prod ucti on  at 
least,  some  sixty  acres  being  devoted  to  potatoes  this  year.  ^^^f-'^f.^^P® 
tendent,  Mr.  Jack  Donald  is  an  enthusiastic  grower  and  is  disappoint  ed_  it  ms 
crop  does  not  average  from  300  to  400  bushels  per  acre.      One  can  imagine  his  dis> 
appointment  upon  the  arrival  of  the  seed  stock  to  find  tVat  the        ^^.f  ^^^^^^^f^ 
very  inferior  in  quality,  while  the  Green  Mountain  could  only  ^ ^^^^^/[J'": 
arj!         Time  only  permitted  of  inspecting  two  of  the  fields  on  the  farm  but  these 
were  sufficient  to  indicate  that  as  a  result  of  diseased  seed  stock  the  Irish 
Cobbler  crop  would  be  very  materially  decreased.    The  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  this 
experience  is  that  unless  greater  care  is  exercised  in  seed  certification  tre 
whole  scheme  of  certification  will  be  brought  into  disrepute.      Such  an  outcome 
it  is  believed  would  be  unfortumte,  as  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  certification 
plan  is  a  good  one  if  properly  administered,  Stuart). 

Rhode  Island  Notes.  August  15,  1919. 

Monday  afternoon  was  sp^nt  in  the  company  of  Director  Hartwell  and  Messrs. 
Damon,  Pemler,  Wessels  and  Crandall,  inspecting  the  experimental^ potato  plots  on 
the  Rhode  Island  Experiment  Station  Farm,      Of  the  various  experimental  lines 
urder  my,  those  relating  to  degeneration,  immaturity  of  seed  stock,  ^ size  of  seed 
piece,  dates  of  planting,  mulching  and  fertilization  proved  cf  ^^^f  ^^f 
the  writer.      The  visitor  to  this  Station  is  always  impressed  with  the  cultural 
care  given  to  experimental  crops  and  the  suitability  of  the  soil  for  experimental 
purposes..   


While  the  crop  as  a  \7h0le  did  not  look  as  good  as  last  year  it  nevertheless 
is  well  above  tte   average  of  comaercial  fields, 

-.^w......  .  (Wm»Stuart). 


f  W  W  V  w 


New  Jersey  Notes.  August  15,1919. 

The  Departmerrt  '  s  experine  ntal  plot  at  Holmdel,  N.J,  was  visited  Tuesday  fore- 
noon and  notes  taken  on  the  seedlings  and  varieties  r^rown  at  that  point,      A  few 
plants  of  each  seedlincr  and  variety  were  dug  in  order  to  observe  their  product?ve- 
ness  under  New  Jersey  conditions.      Only  two  cf  the  15  seedlings  were  considerrd 
worthy  of  further  trial,    Of  the  three  lots  of  American  Giants  that  grown  i:i 
Presque  Isle  in  1918  from  New  York  State  seed  seemed  to  be  very  much  inferior  '.0 
seed  from  Van  Buren  and  Nev;  Jersey  grown  secorid  crop  seed.      It  was  not  pos'oible  to 
determine  from  the  fev/  plants  harvested  which  of  these  two  lots  will  give  the 
heavier  yield.      The  crop  vail  be  harvested  within  the  r^ext  ten  days.      The  Green 
Mountains  and  Rurals  were  still  quite  green.      The  seasons  trial  has  not  developed 
a  variety  to  supplant  the  /jmerican  Giant  in  Monmouth  County, 

Harvesting  of  American  Giants  is  under  v/ay  in  most  sections  of  the  County. 
The  price  paid  for  bulk  stock  at  shipping  point  on  Tuesday  'Jiras  at  the  rate  of 
vl3«03  per  cvrt.      The  quality  of  the  stock  is  fair  and  the  yield  good  in  most  cases* 

(Vto«  Stuart}, 

Vi/ashington  Notes,  August  15,1919. 

Since  our  return  to  the  Office  Wednesday  morning  our  time  has  been  occupied 
in  answerii^  correspondence  and  in  making  preparation  for  an  extended  field  trip, 

Mr»  VfelliiTgton  is  planning  to  leave  the  first  of  the  week  on  a  second  in- 
spection trip  of  the  seed  potato  development  plots  at  Northwood,  lowaj  Grand 
Rapids,  Minn.;  and  Spooner,  Wis,;  and  will  later  visit  northwestern  Nebraska  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  desirable  seed  stock  for  the  southern  testing  stations* 

The  writer  leaves  Sunday  for  points  in  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  and 
New  Hampshire  from  whence  he  vd  11  proceed  to  Spooner,  Wisconsin  to  attend  a  field 
meeting  at  that  point  on  Aug.  23,    From  this  point  is  is  expected  to  proceed  west- 
ward visiting  points  in  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Washington, 
Oregon,  and  California, 

(Vfm.  Stuart), 

Corvallis,  Ore.  August  3,  1919, 

Following  our  current  notes  on  the  potato  situation  in  Oregon,  tte  writer 
has  inspected  quite  a  number  of  fields  for  certif  ication  and  for  the  most  part 
fields  that  have  been  entered  are  passing  the  first  inspection. 

Rhizoctonia  is  more  prevalent  than  any  other  disease.      A  few  fields  have  a 
trace  of  wilt,  and  some  curly  dwarf  and  mosaic  is  showing  up. 

An  interesting  lot  of  potatoes  is  urder  observation.    Since  last  year  it 
showed  remarkably  good  quality.    It  was  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  beat  potato 
growers  in  the  State  and  v;as  hill  selected  stuff  and  apparently  free  from  disease. 
It  was  very  much  sought  after  for  seed  stock.    Four  different  fields  of  it  have 
been  inspected  this  year  and  all  of  them  have  been  rejected  because  of  the  presence 
of  some  40  to  ^0  per  cent  of  tadly  diseased  plants.      The  variety  is  Earliest  of 
All,    It  ripens  ear|:y,  laying  in  the  hot  ground  all  summer,  was  dug  in  the  fall, 
while  the  soil  was  still  dry  and  put  into  storage.    We  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  a- 
ccount  for  the  failure  of  this  lot  of  potatoes  and  are  planning  to  check  on  the 
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healthy  hills  in  next  year's  experiaient. 

Continued  dry  weather  is  lirdting  the  crops  to  some  extent. 
,  (Geo.H.Hyslop). 

Lubbock.  Tex.  August  9,  1919. 

On  the  night  of  the  fifth,  this  section  of  the  country  received  nine-tenths 
of  an  inch  of  rain.      This  rain  came  in  good  season,  as  the  field  crops  were  be- 
ginning to  need  rain  and  the  gardens  v/ere  suffering.      As  to  fruit,  several  var- 
ieties of  applias,  peaches  and  grapes  are  ripe  now.      The  yield  is  fairly  good 
and  the  quality  is  excellent.      The  melon  crop  is  good,  but  the  vines  are  being 
considerably  damaged  by  leaf  spot*      The  weather  is  unusually  hot  and  more  rain  is 
needed, 

The  Irish  potatoes  were  dug  the  fifth  and  sixth.    The  yield  was  fairly  good. 
Lot  number  11  yielded  87  pounds  marketable  potatoes  and  Sl-g  pounds  unmarketable 
potatoes i      Lot  No»  9  gave  a  yield  of  18-^  pounds  of  marketable  potatoes  and  21 
pounds  unmarketable  ores.      The  local  seed  produced  35  pounds  good  for  market  and 
28  pounds  too  small  to  sell.      Each  lot  consisted  of  four  rows,  three  feet  apart 
and  64  feet  long.      Solb  lots  showed  signs  of  scab,  while  otl^  rs  were  free  from 
disease.    Complete  data  will  be  given  later. 

From  our  comnercial  planting,  we  have  been  selling  at  4}^  a  pound* 
Mr.  A»  3.  Coaner,  Vice  Director,  is  visiting  with  us  this  week.      ^e  are  al- 
ways glad  to  te.ve  Mr.  Conner  come. 

(Guy  M.  Row^e) . 
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Jerome ,  Idaho. 


Foi-  the  week  ending  Aug.  l'^ , 

1919, 


The  temperature  for  the  week  has  teen  about  normal,  with  considerable  wind 
especially  during  the  early  part  of  the  week.      The  work  at  the  Station  has  pro- 
gressed favorably  during  the  v;eek»    Crops  generally  are  holding  well  against  the 
dr&ught  conditions.      The  cucumbers  were  irrigated  from  our  water  system  on  the  11th 
and  are  fruiting  very  well;  some  of  the  fruit  is  ripe  and  has  been  harvested.  As 
careful  selection  as  possible  has  been  made,  o.^  the  '^.u.curr'bers  ripened.      Potatoes  are 
growing  well;  the  beans  are  withstanding  the  drought  vary  well  but  in  spots  show 
the  effect  of  dry  conditions.      Peas  aro  nuarly  all  ripe  and  have  been  partly  har- 
vested* 

On  Saturday,  August  9th  I  had  a  visit  from  Dean  Iddings  of  the  University 
of  Idaho,    I  left  Jerome  Saturday  afternoon  to  attend  tre  annual  meeting  of  the 
Western  Horticultural  Society  at  Pullman,  Washington  and  Moscow,  Idaho.      The  meet- 
ing began  on  Monday,  the  11th  at  Pullman,  Washington,  on  the  12bh  at  Moscow,  Ida. 
and  on  'Wednesday  visited  the  orchard  and  vegetable  district  at  Lewiston,  Idaho  and 
Clarkston,  Vifashington.      Horticulturists  from  Washington,  Idaho,  Oregon,  Utah  and 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  were  present  at  this  meeting.      V/hile  the  fruit  interests 
were  largely  the  main  topics,  there  seems  to  be  more  interest  taken  in  the  vegetable 
interests  than  has  been  the  case  in  previous  years,  I  am  told. 

At  the  University  of  Idaho  the  Horticultural  Division  has  given  considerable 
time  and  attention  to  work  on  several  vegetable  crops  v/ith  a  view  of  crop  and  seed 
production.     One  of  the  most  interesting  and  probably  the  aost  suggestive  features 
in  the  work  was  the  production  of  cabbage  seed  at  the  Experiment  Station  at  Moscow, 

(L.L.Corbett). 


Greeley,  Colo«  For  the  week  ending  August  16,1919, 

The  weather  continues  hot  and  dry  during  the  day  but  the  nights  are  much 
cooler,  which  gives  better  growing  conditions  for  potatoes.      About  half  the  potato 
plats  were  irrigated  last  v/eek  and  considerable  rogueing  has  been  done,      Ve  expect 
to  get  the  oats  threshed  within  the  next  day  ortwo.      V.'e  intend  to  make  our  third 
cutting  of  alfalfa  the  last  of  this  vreek.      The  third  cutting  is  exceptionally  good 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been  unable  to  irrigate  this  land  since  the  last 
cutt  ing , 

Some  of  the  growers  estimate  the  potato  crop  of  this  section  at  25  to  30 
per  cent  of  a  normal  crop,  while  others  have  estimated  it  as  low  as  10  or  15  per 
cent . 

(W,C«Bclmundson) 


Presque  Isle,  Me.  For  the  week  ending  August  1A,1919, 

The  greater  part  of  ths  time  during  the  past  week  has  been  taken  up  with 
the  recording  of  the  descriptions  of  the  vine  characters  of  the  1916  and  1917 
seedlings . 

The  breeding  work  is  practically  finished  for  the  season.    The  paper  sacks 
which  inclosed  the  hybridized  blossoms  have  been  removed  and  where  seed  balls  have 
set  they  have  been  inclosed  in  muslin  sacks  to  prevent  possiblg'  loss  or  injury. 
Over  150  seed  balls  have  been  obtained  as  the  result  of  crossing, 

(Chas.F, Clark) 


,       .       '  -    -'■<  r'f 
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Fresque,  Isle,  Me* 


For  the  v.'eek  ending  August  16,1919, 


Another  week  without  rain.      Early  Cobbler  fields  are  maturing  fast  and 
many  farmers  plan  to  begin  harvesting  next  vreek. 

We  have  nearly  finished  the  description  notes  on  varieties  and  seedlings. 
Desirable  units  have  been  staked  in  the  Cobbler,  Triumph  and  Green  Mountain  groups, 
and  about  125  hill  selections  in  12  of  our  oldest  seedlings. 

Recent  visitors  to  the  farm  were  Mr,  Parnenter  and  Mr.  Cross  of  New 
Hampshire,  Dr,  Woods  of  Orono,  Me.,  Dr,  Schreiner  of  the  Office  of  Soil  Fertility 
Investigations  of  the  Bureau  of  Soils  and  about  50  members  of  the  Aroostook  Farmers' 
Federation,  who  held  a  Field  Day  on  the  farm.      Early  in  August  the  follov/ing 
officers  were  elected  in  this  Federation:  -  Pres.  Alec  McPhersonj  Vice-President, 
Ray  Hewsj  Secretary,  F,  E,  Libby;  County  Manager,  H.E,  Humphry;  and  Potato  Sales 
Mag. ,  Ouy  G.  Porter. 

.  (P.M.Lombard). 

Pennsylvania  Notes,  August  21,  1919 ^ 

Monday  forenoon,  August  18  v/as  spent  in  cocipany  with  Dr,  Kunkel  at  ViTiite 
Haven,  Pa.  taking  notes  on  the  Scotch  Variety  Collection  being  grovm  at  tha.t  point. 
Ov/ing  to  the  poor  condition  of  the  seed  when  received,  the  stand  secured  from  many 
of  the  lots  is  extremely  poor  and  in  some  instances  practically  null.      Only  a  few 
varieties  can  bo  considered  to  have  made  a  satisfactory  grovirth.      It  is  proposed 
to  import  a  fresh  lot  of  seed  to  these  varieties  this  autumn.      The  writer,  accomp- 
anied by  Dr»  Kunkel  and  Mr,  Hartmann  spent  the  afternoon  in  examining  the  plants 
growing  in  tl^  wart  disease  infected  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  Freeland  and  in 
looking  over  the  experimental  plantings  of  the  Office  of  Cotton,  Truck  and  Forage 
Crop  Disease  Investigations,  which  are  being  conducted  at  that  point  in  cooperation  . 
with  the  Pennsylvania  State  Departr.snt  of  Agriculture.      Or<e  has  but  to  see  affected 
potato  plants  and  tubers  to  be  convinced  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  "V/art  Disease", 
It  is  expected  tl^t  the  strict  quarantine  regulations  which  have  been  established 
over  the  affected  areas  v;ill  have  to  be  .r.aintained  for  a  considerable  period  of  time 
in  order  to  confine  it  to  its  present  boundaries,      All  potatoes  grown  in  infected 
areas  this  year  are  being  grown  under  special  permit.      This  permit  makes  it  oblig- 
atory on  the  part  of  the  grower  to  notify  some  member  of  the  quarantine  board  when 
he  intends  to  harvest  his  crop  in  order  that  a  representative  may  be  present  to  note 
whether  the  wart  disease  occurs.      Thus  far  the  disease  has  been  located  in  over  20 
of  the  small  mining  towns  in  this  rsgicn. 

(Wm,  Stuart). 

New  Hampshire  Notes,  August  21,  1919, 

V.^dnesday  forenoon,  August  20  was  spent  at  Durham,  N.H,  where  the  writer 
addressed  a  summer  meeting  of  the  State  Potato  Growers'  Association.  Present 
indications,  according  to  some  of  the  prominent  potato  growers  of  the  State,  are 
that  the  crop  will  be  considerably  below  normal,  cv/ing  to  heat  and  drouth  during  the 
early  part  of  July. 

(Wm, Stuart) , 


Massachusetts  Notes 


August  21,1919. 


A  rather  hasty  visit  was  rade  to  the  Templeton  Cclony  Farm  in  the  to\m  cf 
Templeton,  Kass.  \7here  a  field  of  Irish  Cobblers  was  inspected  which  shovred  a 
large  percentage  cf  what  appeared  to  be  blackleg  infected  plants  -  causing  consider- 
able tuber  decay.      The  seed  used  in  planting  this  field  v/as  obtained  from  Maine 
and  had  been  certified  by  the  Maine  State  Departne  nt  of  Agriculture. 

(Wm.  Stuart 


Vi^ashington,  D.C.  August  22,  1919» 

The  'j;eatter  for  the  most  part  cf  the  week  has  been  fair  arid  warm.  We 
had  a  heavy  rain  Sunday  morning,  a  few  light  showers  during  the  week  ard  a  heavy 
thunder  storm  last  night.      J'r.  Vfellington  is  now  in  Spooner,  Wis.  and  Prof. 
Stuart  will  be  there  tomorrow.      The  v;eek  v/as  spent   in  ariswering  potato  corres- 
ponderce,  etc.  and  assisting  the  Head  Clerk  in  the  absence  of  his  regular  steno- 
grapher, 

(Mar  i e  F ,  Y/immer  )  e 
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Greeley,  Colo.  For  ths  week  ending  Aug.  23,  1919. 

During  the  past  v;eek  a  numte  r  of  the  potato  plats  v/ere  rogued  for  diseases 
and  varietal  mixtures.     On  August  20  about  half  the  plats  were  irrigated. 

The  oatts  were  thrasnsd  cn  August  28,  making  80  bushels  per  acre,  which  is 
exceptionally  good  for  this  season,    We  will  make  cur  third  cutting  of  alfalfa  this 
week.    This  cutting  will  be  very  good  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  not  been 
able  to  irrigate  it  since  the  last  ::utting, 

Vfe  are  expecting  to  hare  a  Visitor's  Day  at  the  Station  within  the  next  week, 
although  the  exact  date  has  not  yet  been  selected* 

Mr,  H,  P,  Gould;  of  our  Office,  v;as  a  visitor  at  the  Station  on  August  21. 

(li^.C.Edraundson), 


Jerome,  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  Aug.  23,  1919, 

The  v;eek  has  taen  hot  and  dry  as  usual,  v.i  th  considerable  wind  in  this 
section,      Crops  are  holding  up  well  at  the  Station,  considering  the  conditions* 
We  threshed  our  oats  this  A^«  with  a  yield  of  53a  bushels,  or  about  '^0  bushels 
per  acre, 

(L«L.Corbett). 

Presque  Isle,  Me.  For  the  week  ending  Aug,  23,  1919. 

Vermont  Notes,      On  Wednesday  the  -.vriter  left  Presque  Isle,  Me,  at  5j2§ 
ptm.  for  Randolph ,  Vermont.      Arrived  in  Randolph  about  A  o'clook;  telephoned 
Mr.  L,  H,  Ball  arA  arranged  to  meet  him  early  Friday  momirg  to  inspect  his  Green 
Mountain  potatoes,    Mr,  L,  H,  Harrington's  Green  Mountain  potatoes  were  also  in- 
spected Friday  mornirg,    A  great  amount  of  dry  weather  in  Vermont  this  summer  lias 
quite  seriously  affected  vine  growth  and  potatoes  are  not  looking  very  promising. 
Ur*  Ball's  field  was  the  best  field  of  Green  I^ountains  I  saw}  no  disease  was  noticed 
and  I  understarjd  the  State  inspectors  have  passed  the  field.      llr .  Harrington's 
field  v/as  badly  infected  with  mosaic  and  leaf  roll,      Mr.  I.  D.  Adams  of  So,  Royal- 
ton  has  some  Gold  Coins,  which  seed  we  l^ve  grown  in  Maine  for  two  years.  His 
field  v;as  inspected  in  the  afternoon.      His  stock  is  mixed  this  year  with  another 
strain  and  Late  Blight  had  made  a  very  good  start.  ^v^nir- 

Burlington  was  reached  about  six  o'clock  Friday  ^fi&S^iQg^      I  had  an  inter- 
view with  Dr.  Lutman  during  the  evening  and  learned  from  him  that  potatoes  through- 
out the  State  v;ere  seriously  affected  v/ith  the  drouth,      I  had  a  long  talk  with 
Dr,  Hills  Saturday  morning  and  v;as  urged  by  him  to  visit  Rutland  and  inspect  Mr. 
Osgood's  fields  where  ^>  of  potash  was  used,      I  arrived  in  Rutland,  about  2  o'clock, 
found  lur .  Osgood  and  Hr,  K^orton  Downirxg,  the  County  Agent  of  Rutland  County,  at 
the  Office  of  the  Farm  Bureau.      Vfe  visited  Mr.  H.  E,  Gero,  son-in-law  of  Mr,  Osgood, 
and  v;ent  ever  his  Cobblers  and  Green  Mountains.      His  plants  shoTOd  the  effect  of 
the  dry  weather.      His  Cobblers  did  not  look  very  promising  and  the  plants  (both 
Cobblers  and  Green  Mountains)  had  the  appearance  of  leaf  roll,  which  was,  no  doubt, 
due  to  the  dry  v^-eathsr.      I  found  only  tv/o  plants  showing  mosaic  in  the  Green 
Mountains  in  2000  plants  examined.      Mr.  Osgood's  fields  were  then  examimd  and  show- 
ed a  condition  similar  in  nearly  every  respect  to  the  potash  injury  so  common  in 
Maine,      Mr,  Osgood  purchased  the  potash  from  the  Taylor  Commission  Merchant s , whose 
office  is  located  in  Nev^  York  City.      This  potash  was  said  not  to  be  from  Searles 
Lake,  Calif,  but  a  Japanese  product,      Mr.  Osgood  stands  to  lose  about  $13,000 
this  year,  as  he  grov/s  seed  stock  only  and  receives  a  good  price  every  year.  From 
a  ton  to  a  ton  and  a  half  was  applied  to  the  acre  of  4-8-^  homo  mixed  goods.  A 
few  other  fields  observed  in  this  section  show  the  effects  of  the  dry  weather. 

(P.M.Lombard) , 


■>^i'  ^'V■.  ©.-.' 


Gi-and  Rapids,  Minn.  Notes. 


August  20,  1919. 


The  writer  arrived  in  Grant  Rapids,  Minnesota  Tuesday  night  after  grevious 
iolays.      Wednesday  morning  I  was  met  by  i!r.  Koppen  of  Minnesota  University  -  one 
>J  bhe  State  Potato  Certification  force.      We  visited  the  expe riirental  potato  plots 
or  the  North  Central  Substation  and  took  notes  on  relative  maturity,  amounts  and 
naiture  of  diseases  presents      The  early  varieties,  Triumph  and  Early  Ohio  were 
:ouid  to  be  rapidly  maturing,  both  from  natural  causes  and  from  the  presence  of  a 
large  amount  of  tij)burn.      There  has  been  an  excessive  amount  of  rain  in  Northern 
Minnesota  this  past  month  and  this  condition,  aided  by  the  presence  of  aphids  has 
contributed  to  the  early  breaking  down  of  the  plants.      The  field  on  the  whole 
shows  marked  improvement  over  its  appearance  at  the  time  of  our  inspection  in  July. 
The  large  weeds  have  been  pulled  by  hand.      The  Green  Mountain  lots  have  recovered 
from  their  earlier  drowning  out  and  are  trying  to  recover  by  sending  out  nev; 
surface  roots. 

The  Minrissota  experiment  has  been  rather  unfortunate  this  year,  because  of 
the  excessive  rains.      Late  Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening  Mr,  Koppen  and  I  visit- 
ed two  Triumph  growers  near  Grand  Rapids  in  order  to  locate  good  stock  for  our  / 
Southern  work .      One  field  of  five  acres,  located  -it  Cohassett,  about  9  miles 
from  Grand  Rapids  was  found  exceptionally  promising  in  its  relative  imxiunity  from 
mosaic  and  the  owners,  Heinrichs  Bros,  expressed  themselves  as  willing  to  supply  us 
with  stock. 

I  met  Mr.  Jewell,  the  County  Agent  of  Itasca  County  and  learned  that  some 
Early  Ohios  and  Triumphs  were  being  dug  -  sellir^,  at  $1.35  to  $1.00  per  bushel. 
The  price  at  this  date  has  a  downward  trend  but  is  expected  to  steady  as  the  qual- 
ity of  stock  improves.      Unfortunately,  Mr,  Bergh,  the  superintendent  of  the  Sub- 
station was  absent  from  town  and  to  did  not  see  him. 

Mr.  Koppen  gave  me  interesting  news  in  regard  to  the  Triumph  mosaic  disease 
situation  in  Minnesota.      No  Triumphs  are  to  be  certified  in  Minnesota  this  year, 
but  are  to  be  given  a  limited  certification  up  to  20%  of  mosaic.      This  step  is 
largely  the  result  of  Prof.  Stuart's  work  in  the  South  this  past  spring.    This  rul- 
ing means  a  financial  loss  to  the  Beard  of  Certification  and  shows  their  determi- 
nation to  keep  Minnesota  seed  stock  at  a  high  grade. 

Mr.  Koppen  and  writer  left  Grand  Rapids  Wednesday  night  for  Bemidji  and 
other  Minnesota  points  to  ins  pet  Triumph  fields.    The  writer  expects  to  reach 
Spooner,  Wisconsin  by  Saturday,  the  23rd. 

(j»W.Wellington) . 

Minnesota  Notes,  August  27,  1919, 

The  writer,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Koppen,  left  Grand  Rapids,  Minn,  at  mid- 
night, Aug,  20  for  Bemidji  and  other  potato  producing  points.      At  Bemidji  we  met 
the  County  Agent,  Arne  V/,  Aamodt,  who  proved  to  be  a  most  intelligent  ajid  court- 
eous host.      He  drove  us  to  the  farm  of  Peter  Narum  where  v/e  found  a  field  of 
Triumph  potatoes  in  fair  condition.      This  was  one  of  our  tlxee  Minnesota  strains 
used  in  the  Southern  trials  and  therefore  particularly  interesting.      Mr.  Narum 
has  had  the  same  stock  for  nearly  1*=;  years.      However,  there  seemed  to  be  consider- 
able eviderjce  of  Moaaic  disease  -  perhaps  20?^,      We  also  visited  the  fields  of 
Julius  Zellamen  and  one  other  farmer.      After  dinr^r  Mr.  Aamodt  took  us  to  a  field 
of  28  acres,  containing  Burbanks  and  Triumphs.      No  stock  was  discovered  this  day 
v;hich  gave  us  much  satisfaction,      Friday  morning,  Aug.  22  was  spent  near  Solway, 
Minn.,  where  we  found  three  good  fields  of  Triumphs  -  the  best  being  that  of  George 
J,  Becker.      The  Triumph  variety,  with  the  exception  of  some  very  late  plantings 
is  maturing  rapidly  and  it  is  quite  impossible  in  many  of  tte  fields  to  estimate 


-TX)  'I  i  t.r 


disease  of  any  kind.      Low  areas  about  Sclway  and  Benidji  have  been  under  water ;fctoo 
frequently  and  in  certain  fields  there  is  already  much  loss  from  rotting-.  The 
growers  were  hoping  fcr  dry  weather. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Aug,  23  the  writer  joined  Prcf.  Stuart  at  Spooner^Wis, 

( J.W.V/ellington) . 

V/i scons  in  Notes.  August  1919. 

Saturday,  August  23  was  spent  at  the  Spocner  Branch  Station,  Spoons  r,  Vis, 
in  assisting  Mri  Wellington  ro^^e  out  diseased  plants  and  take  notes  on  the  behavior 
of  the  sex'-eral  lots  of  potatoes  growing  there.      In  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  we 
were  fortunate  in  having  Professors  Jones,  Miluard,  and  Vaughan  and  Messrs.  Braun 
and  Dudley  of  the  V'i so onsin  Experiment  Station,  who  were  present  to  participate  in 
the  Field  Meeting  of  growers  arjd  county  agents  assembled  at  the  Station  grounds  to 
look  over  the  experimental  potato  work  and  to  listen  to  addresses  by  the  gentlenen 
mentioned.      Considerable  interest  was  manifested  bjr  both  county  agents  and  growers 
in  the  behavior  of  tte  various  strains  of  potatoes  under  test,  this  being  particul- 
arly true  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  furnished  some  of  the  seed  stock,      We  were 
glad  to  find  that  the  strains  v/e  had  selected  as  best  on  our  July  trip  were  still 
regarded  in  that  light  on  August  23, 

Sunday  v;as  spent  in  inspecting  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Rice  Lake 
in  Barron  County  where  some  very  good  fields  of  Triumph^  Green  Mountain  and  Rurals 
were  noted.      Considerable  late  blight  v.as  noted  in  some  fields  but  unless  es- 
pecially favorable  blight  weather  occurs,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  an  epidemic 
of  it  in  that  section. 

Rhinelander  was  reached  at  two  o'clock  Monday  morning  and  the  v.hole  day 
was  devoted  to  an  extensive  field  inspection  trip  stxaoTering  the  southern  part  of 
Oneida  County  and  the  northern  portion  of  Langlade  County;  this  involved  an  auto- 
mobile drive  of  about  130  miles.      Some  very  nice  Green  Mountains  were  found  on 
the  farm  of  Herman  Schoeneck  at  Enterprise  ard  an  especially  fine  field  of  Triumphs 
grown  by  J,        Smith  of  Kent.      It  is  planned  to  have  these  Triumphs  held  for  seed 
purposes  within  the  State.      A  bad  late  blight  infected  field  of  Rurals  was  noted 
near  Efcho. 

(Wm»  Stuart) « 

Minnesota  Notes,  Aug*  2fi,  1919. 

Tuesday  was  spent  at  University  Farm  wte  re  conferences  were  held  v/ith 
Dean  Thatcher  and  Messrs.  Tolaas  and  Kranz  relative  to  the  cooperative  seed  potato 
improverrent  work,  plans  being  also  made  for  the  securing  of  seed  stock  for  trials 
in  the  South.      It  is  planned  to  inspect  the  trial  lots  of  potatoes  at  Northwood, 
Iowa  Wednesday  afternoon,  Aug.  27.  (V.m.  Stuart), 

Washington,  B.C.  September  2,  1919. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair  and  mild,  with  a  few  light 
showers.     The  writer  has  been  on  leave  of  absence  the  past  week,  therefore  the 
appearame  of  this  issue  of  ths  Eye  has  been  somewhat  delayed. 

(Marie  F.Wdii8aer)» 
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Greeley,  Colo» 


For  the  week  ending  August  30,1919 ♦ 


Monday  being  Labor  Day,  no  clerical  work  was  done. 

The  alfalfa  was  cut  last  week  and  v/e  expected  to  start  stacking  the  hay 
this  morning,  but  ov/ing  to  a  shower  last  night  we  were  unable  to  do  so. 

We  received  the  water  this  morning  and  expect  to  irri^te  about  half  of  the 
potato  plats  within  the  next  twentyfour  hours* 

Tomorrov/,  September  3,  will  be  Potato  Growers'   Day  at  the  Station,-      It  has 
been  advertised  as  a  special  visitiiig  day  for  those  interested  in  potato  growing, 
and  v;e  are  hoping  for  a  good  attendance. 
.:■  (Vif,  0.  Edmunds  on)  V 

Jerome,  Idahoo  For  the  v/eek  ending  August  30, 1919 ► 

The  week  has  been  hot  and  dry  as  usual  in  this  section,  with  probably  higher 
temperatures* 

Crops  are  still  looking  well]  potatoes  are  growing  and  beans  are  beginning 
to  ripen,  especially  on  the  thinner  soils.       Cucumbers  are  looking  well«    This  crop 
Was  irrigated  from  our  v/ater  system  on  August  25 « 

(L.L.Corbett)* 

Iowa  Notes.  For  the  27th  of  August,  1919, 

The  experimental  potato  field  at  Ncrthwood  v;as  visited  on  Wednesday,  August 
27.      The  Early  Ohio  and  Irish  Cobbler  strains  v;ere  found  to  be  practically  ripe^ 
and  the  Green  Mountains  so  seriously  injured  by  leaf  hoppers  as  to  render  the  crop 
almost  v/orthless.      The  Rural  strains  also  showed  injury  from  leaf  hoppers  but  not 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  serious  loss.      Late  planted  Chios  and  Rurais  were 
looking  fairly  well  but  the  crop  will  be  light.      Present  indications  aie  that  the 
early  planted  Chios  will  give  a  light  to  medium  yield  of  marketable  tubers;  the 
Irish  Cobblers,  Green  Mountains  and  Rurais  a  very  light  yield  with  but  a  small 
percentage  of  table  stock,  while  the  late  planted  Chios  and  Rurais  will  produce  a 
small  tonnage  of  desirable  seed  stock. 

A  brief  conference  was  held  with  ^rofi  Erwin  at  Ames  Thursday  morning  re- 
garding next  season's  plans  and  the  seed  stock  required  for  the  work.      There  is  a 
strong  probability  that  the  experimental  work  next  season  will  be  conducted  at 
some  other  point  in  the  State. 

(lilta.  Stuart). 

Presque  Isle,  Me.  For  the  week  ending  August  30>1919, 

The  v/eather  for  the  past  week  has  been  cloudy  with  several  small  showers, 
A  large  percent  of  the  farmers  stopped  spraying  about  th^  1st  of  August,  Blight 
has  appeared  in  several  fields  in  the  section  of  Presque  Isle,  and  if  suitable 
weather  prevails  for  the  development  of  Late  Blight  some  damage  may  result. 

The  writer,  accompanied  by  Dr,  Clark  and  Mr.  Sinclair,  Superintendent  of  the 
,  Highmore  Farm  in  Monmouth  County  autoed  to  Van  Sure n  to  secure  several  strains 
of  Triumph  and  Green  Mountain  potatoes  free  from  mosaic  disease.    V/e  returned  by 
way  of  Limestone  and  Fort  Fairfield.      Very  few  fields  were  seen  that  were  not 
seriously  infected  with  Late  Blight. 

¥fe  have  finished  painting  the  greenhouse  and  have  begun  to  board  it  up. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  $3*25  per  barrel.      Harvesting  operations  will  not 
be  in  full  sv/ing  until  after  the  Fair;  or  in  other  words,  until  about  the  week 
of  September  8, 

( P.M. Lombard ) . 


f.  V 


PreaquQ  lal©,  Ue, 


For  the  week  andlng  Augvet  30,1919. 


The  seedlings  have  received  their  final  inspection  and  pogualiig  for  disease, 
Descriptions  of  the  191<  and  1917  seedlings  have  been  recorded,  also  the  production 
of  seedballs  and  the  date  of  maturity  of  those  which  have  ripened  up  to  the  present 
time.      The  1919  seedlings  are  making  a  large  grovfth  of  vines  which  have  shown  but 
little  disease  with  the  exception  of  sorae  rolling  of  the  upper  leaves. 

(Chas.  F,  CXark). 

Nebraska  Notes.  September  1,  19*19. 

Friday  and  Saturday  were  spent  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska  making  arrangements 
for  the  inspection  of  Triumph  potato  fields  from  which  we  desire  to  secure  seed 
stock  for  the  seed  test  trials  in  the  Souths 

On  Saturday  afternoon  we  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  three  County  Farm 
Bureau  men  from  northwestern  Nebraska  from  whom  considerable  information  was 
gleaned,    All  v;ere  agreed  that  the  extreme  drouth  which  has  prevailed  throughout 
Northwestern  Nebraska  since  July  1  had  very  materially  reduced  the  dry  land  potato 
crop.     We  were  somewhat  surprised  to  learn  from  both  Mr,  Werner  and  the  Farm  Bureau 
men  that  the  Triumph  in  northwestern  Nebraska  was  a  later  maturing  variety  than 
the  Early  Ohio. 

Monday  forenoon,  September  1  was  spent  at  Alliance,  Neb.,  and  the  late 
afternoon  at  Morrill,      At  Alliance  Mr.  Yfellington  and  the  vi/riter  were  shown  a  90 
acre  field  of  dry  land  Triumphs  owned  by  the  O'Bannon  Brothers,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  extreme  drouth  have  made  a  fairly  satisfactory  grov;th,of  vines,  In 
many  portions  of  the  field  they  are  of  such  size  as  to  meet  between  rows,  with 
rows  over  three  feet  apart,      The  general  health  and  vigor  of  the  plants  in  this 
field  was  very  good.      No  mosaic  was  noted  and  there  was  less  than  one  per  cent 
of  vi'eak  plants*      An  occasional  plant  was  noted  which  showeid  the  wilt  disease. 
While  the  yield  will  be  relatively  light  in  this  field,  probably  75  bushels,  the 
quality  of  the  stock  will  be  good,  as  there  will  be  few  if  any  oversized  tubers. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  secure  some  of  this  seed  for  trial  in  the  South, 
The  O'Bannon  Brothers  have  a  half  interest  in  an  additional  300  acres  of  Triumphs, 
which  are  being  grown  by  their  tenant s^      One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the 
Triumph  variety  in  this  region  is  that  of  the  modification  of  its  leaves.  The 
lecives  are  very  much  smaller,  thicker  and  more  rugose;  they  are  also  very  much 
darker  green  than  those  grown  in  Yifisconsin  or  Maine,      At  Morrill,  owing  to  late- 
ness of  arrival,  a  punctured  tire,  bad  roads,  and  a  light  rainstorm  together  with 
approaching  darkness,  wep  were  only  able  to  visit  but  one  of  two  growers  on  our 
list.      The  farm  visited  was  that  of  the  Garrett  Bros.,  who  have  a  considerable 
acreage  of  Triumphs,  Rurals,  Rural  Russets,   and  Pearls,  v/hich  are  being  grown 
under  irrigation,      The  Rural  field  was  in  full  bloom;  the  vines  are  strong  and 
thrifty  but  the  set  is  ratter  light;  the  tubers,  however,  are  a  fair  size  and 
with  three  weeks  more  of  growing  weather  they  will  make  a  fair  crop.      The  Garret 
Bros,  claim  that  the  Rural  Russets  grow  very  nicely  under  their  conditions.  The 
soil  in  the  vicinity  of  Morrill,  at  least  north  of  town  is  of  a  light  sandy  char- 
acter and  owing  to  its  great  depth  it  is  practically  impossible  to  over-irrigate 
the  crop  as  the  irrigation  water  sinks  into  the  soil  so  rapidly  that  it  does  not 
spread  out  laterally  to  any  extent,  hence  the  plant  does  not  really  get  the  amount 
of  moisture  necessary  for  its  best  developue  nt ,      Many  fields  were  noted  both  in 
the  dry  land  and  irrigated  sections  in  which  the  stand  was  very  poor,  varying 
from  10  to  7bfo* 
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I  It  is  planned  to  spend  Tuesday 

>  Kimliall  in  the  afternoono  Wednesday 
From  this  point  the  \n'iter  v/ill  go  to 
Spooner,  Wis* 


forenoon  at  Scottsbluff  and  to  prc-ceed  to 
v/ill  be  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Kimball. 
Greeley  and  Mr,  Wellir^^ton  will  return  to 

(Wm»  Stuart), 


V/ashington,  D,C«  Sept,  5,  1919. 

The  vjeathsr  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair  and  cool.      Report  on  results 
of  potato  experiments  at  Fayettevillo  and  Fort  Smith  Arkansas  v/ere  received  the 
past  week.    The  report  on  experiment  conducted  at  Calhoun,  La»  has  also  been 
received  recently, 

(Marie  F.Vi/immer/ . 
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For  the  \7eek  ending  Sept,  1919, 


Wednesday,  September  3,  ms  Potato  Growers*  Day  at  the  Colorado  Potato 
Experiment  Station.       In  response  to  invit:.ticns  bv  letter,  and  through  notices 
ins3rted  in  t'-B  various  newspapers  of  Weld  County,  about  I'O  growers  inspected  the 
3xp3r i^ne i-tal  plats  devoted  to  potatoes.      Seme  of  these  visitors  came  from  a.  dis- 
bance  o"  75  miles.     They  manifested  much  interest  in  the  various  plats,  particular- 
ly" in  the  Irrigation  Experiment,  two  plats  of  which  had  made  exceedingly  good 
grov/xh  in  spite  of   thie  fact  that  they  had  been  watered  only  twice. 

After,  school  hours,  about  30  or  90  members  of  th?  C-reeley  Garden  Club, 
accompanied  by  Mr»  li,  E,  Knapp,  county  agricultural  agent,  Prof,  F.  A,  Ogle,  of  the 
agricultural  departiT.ent  of  the  Greeley  High  School,  Prof.  W.  H.  Hargrove,  of  the 
Agricultural  department  of  the  Colorado  Stats  Teachers  College,  and  Prof.  V.  H,  Hill 
ga.rden  club  leader,  were  shov/n  over         plats  and  the  v/ork  carefully  explained.  A 
goodly  number  of  the  Greeley  Rotary  Club  also  inspected  the  work  of  the  Station. 
Lemonade  was  aer^/ed  by  the  Station  to  all  visitors.      Potato  Growers'  Day  was  favor- 
ably mentioned  in  t>e  Greeley  newspapers. 

During  the  past  week  the  rain  gauge  at  the  Station  registered  1.44  inches 
of  rain,  although  the  precipitation  was  much  greater  in  other  nearby  sections.  A 
terrific  electric  storm,  accompanied  by  rain  and  hail,  on  the  night  of  September 
3  J  caused  considerable  damage  to  crops  and  property. 

Mr.  fc.  Stuart  arrived  in  Greeley  on  Wednesday  evening  just  before  the 
storm.     In  spite  of  the  excessive  moisture  in  the  ground  the  following  day  v/as 
spent  in  going  over  the  experimental  plats  and  in  taking  notes  on  the  seedlings. 
Some  of  the  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Station  were  also  inspected.  On 
Friday  Mr»  Stuart  went  to  Denver  to  confer  withr.ir.  Lou  D,  Sweet,  returning;  the 
same  night.    On  that  day  also  the  writer  drove  to  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.,  with  Rev, 
E.  M,  Wilson,  of  Eaton,  Cole,  to  inspect  tYs  latter's  potato  fields.     On  Saturday, 
September  6,  the  writer  conferred  with  llr,  Stuart  concerning  the  experimental  plats 
for  1920,  and  the  future  work  of  the  Station  was  discussed.    Mr,  Stuart  left  for 
Je  rome ,  Idaho,  at  7t30  that  evening. 

On  Sunday,  Sopteriiber  7,  Mr.  Lou  D,  Svreet,  and  his  son,  Mr,  Stuart  L.  Sweet, 
Field  Agent  in  Marketing  in  the  Denver  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  visited 
the  Station. 

The  work  of  stacking  hay  was  begun  this  morning.    The  delay  has  been  caused 
by  t!Te  heavy  rains  of  last  weekj  while  the  hay  has  bsen  damaged  somewhat,  it  is  in 
fairly  good  condition,  and  it  is  hoped  th_at  it  will  bring  something  near  market 
price  for  good  hay  of  the  third  cutting. 

(W.C.Edmunds  on) c 

Colorado  Notes «  September  8,  1919, 

Arrived  at  Greeley,  Colo.  Wednesday  evening  Sept,  3,    A  heavy  electrical 
storm  passed  over  the  tov/n  about  9:00  p.m,  which  did  a  considerable   amount  of  dam- 
age to  streets,  launs  and  cellars  in  certain  portsiens  of  the  town, 

Thursday  forenoon  was  spent  at  the  Station  with  Mr.  Edjriundson  in  locking 
over  the  experimental  plots.      The  potato  crop  at  the  Station  is  looking  exceed- 
ingly good,  in  fact  as  good  if  not  better  tlian  any  canmercial  fields  virhich  came 
to  our  attention  w'cile  in  Greeley,      In  the  afternoon  we  planned  to  visit  potato 
fields  in  the  Evans. and  Kersey  districts  but  after  proceeding  part  way  were  obliged 
to  return  owing  to  pur  inability  to  negotiate  a  badly  inundated  stretch  of  highway. 
The  balance  of  tho_  afternoon  was  spent  at  tlie  Station.    Friday  was  spent  in  Denver 
in  conference  with, Messrs.  Lou  D,  S\i7eet  and  Stuart  L,  Sweet  regarding  potato  con- 
ditions in  the  state.    Both  of  these  c;entlemen  are  agreed  that  the  total  crop  of  the 


rteito  Til^^  oe  Gnxisid^THj^i^ln^  of  last  year}  that  the  Greeley  district  will 

r-ot.  have  raorc  than  a  -ihird  r.f  a  c-op;  that  the  San  Luis  Valley  will  show  sonie  in- 
crec.5p.  iver  xast  vear  or^rz  to  a  larger  acreage?  a-nd  that  the  Carbondale  district 
will  ha'/3  ci  fair  jrop,      IJe&f^rs.  Rithuchild  and  Wolff  of  Greeley  say  that  later 
.Td-ic-=s  froiii  the  San  J'Uis  /alley  indicate  a  greatly  reduced  yield  over  earlier 
eat  irate  3  owMig  tv  urfa/orablo  ol?.matic  condit:o'^Ss 

b-turday  v/as  spent  at  the  Station  in  going  )ve:-  details  with  Ur,  Etondson 
and  Mrs.  Kinr.--jy  relative  to  the  data  to  be  taken  on  the  ci-p  whc-n  harvested  and 
in  plar^ir.g  work  fcr  the  ensuii:g  year. 

Left  C-re.eley  at' 7; 30  p»m,-  Saturday.  Sept,  5  and  ar-rlved  ax  Shoshone,  Ida. 
en  route  to  Jerome  at  8:50  p»m*  Sunday.    Am  leading  for  cercine  at  9\00  a.m. 

/Wm.  Stuart). 

Cercme,  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  Sept.  ^,  1919. 

The  week  has  been  much  cooler  than  for  some  time^     On  Wednesday  v/e  had  a 
light  shcweTi  not  enougli,  however,  to  do  crops  any  good.    Potatoes  are  lookirg 
well*    Most  o.t  them  are  ctill  growing.     Some  (chiefly  Netted  Gems)  begin  to  show 
r'.penesj..      Cucurnte  rs  have  been  holding  well  but  begin  to  show  that  they  have  made 
p.r-a.ct ically  all  of  the  crop  for  the  year.      Beans  are  beginning  to  ripen,  but  even 
though  v/e  have  had  a  shortage  of  water  since  July  12,  show  considerable  unevenness 
in  ripening.     The  bean  crop  will  be  fair.      Peas,  except  Champion  of  England  are 
harvested  and  threshed,  but  are  not  cleaned  at  this  date  so  cannot  give  yields, 

(LoL.  Corbett), 

Presque  isle,  Me,  For  the  weekending  Sept.  ^,  1919. 

The  Northern  Maine  Fair  was  in  session  in  Presque  isle  five  days  of  this 
week  and  very  little  harvesting  was  done  in  Aroostook  Cou:a'!;y.      The  v^sather  was 
very  .good,  though  it  rained  Tuesday  and  Friday,      The  attendance  at  the  Fair  was 
■about  normal,  having  a  daily  attendance  of  abovit  30, COO.      Tht  exhibit  was 
up  to  the  standard. 

We  harvested  some  tu'oer  units  and  hill  selections  on  Aroostook  Farm,  also 
some  of  our  Cobbler  strains > 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  from  $3.00  to  v3:25  per  barrel,     No  serious  frost 
has  visited  us  so  far  and  late  potatoes  are  st^ll  quite  green. 

Dr,  Hurst  of  the  Soil  Fertility  Office  came  in  Saturday.    Mr,  B.  E,  Brown 
of  the  same  office  is  expected  Tuesday. 

(P.M.Lombard). 


Holmdel,  N.J,  September  10,  193  9, 

Gold  weather  arrived  today  and  it  is  nov;  hoped  that  the  remainder  of  the 
potato  crop  may  be  dug  without  further  accidents  or  delays.    Three  weeks  ago  next 
Saturday,  we  had  excessive  heat  f  cilov/ing  several  days  of  rain.      This  started 
potatoes  rottening  v/herever  tte  vines  were  still  green,  also  in  low  spots  in  the 
fields,    The  receiving  stations  were  closed  down  for  a  v;hile»      V/hen  digging  start- 
ed, it  was  found  that  the  rot  had  done  a  lot  of  damage,  arid  in  some  places  in  field 
as  many  potatoes  were  left  on  the  ground  as  went  into  the  picke rs' baskets ,  Where 
the  vines  had  been  dead  a  week  or  so  and  the  ground  well  drained,  the  rot  did  not 
reduce  the  yield  much. 

The  potatoes  this  season  set  high  up  in  the  ground  and  in  many  fields  the 
ends  of  one  or  more  potatoes  are  out  of  the  ground.      Two  weeks  ago  the  potato 
bugs  began  to  gather  on  these  exposed  tubers  and  eat  them.    As  many  as  50  to  -CO 
bugs  ?;ere  often  found  working  on  a  sino;le  hill,  which  doubtless  is  a  sign  that  we 
will  have  to  fight  bugs  next  spring. 

This  has  been  a  remarkable  potato  season  for  Monmouth  County.    The  crop 
escaped  by  a  hair  tvjo  weather  extremes,  moisture  and  heat  and  then  the  lice,  only 
to  strike  a  rot  period  in  the  end.      Many  farmers  are  pretty  well  discouraged. 

(Theron  Mc Camp bell) 
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W  sJ  U  \J  ^ 

Nsjjraska  Motes,  Monday'-,  Sept.  8,  1919 « 

A  portion  of  Tuesday/  f  crenccn,  Sept,  2  was  spent  with  the  Farm  Bureau 
Agent  of  Scottsbluff  County,  Mr.  Ben  Hensel  and  District  Agent  Phil  Sheldon  in 
exaniining  some  potato  fields  lying  betv/een  Scottsbluff  and  Mitchell*  Several 
fields  of  the  Dov^ing  (Idaho  Rurals)  Vi-ere  noted  .in  v/hioh  there  v;8re  a.  large  ni-irlsr 
of  plants  affeoted  vath  fusarium  vdlx.      One  field  in  particular  showed  at  le^c: 
50^0  of  infected  plants.      This  condition,  coupled  v;ith  a  l^'h  stand  will  irBvitably 
result  in  a  ■"'ery  material  reduction  in  yield.      '^'e-  wex^e  iiifciTaed  that  prior  to 
the  present  season  the  growers  in  this  region  had  not  grov.'n  the  Downing  potato  arid 
that  they  were  induced  to  try  it  on  a  large  scale  this  year  "by  Mr..  Oarleton  Glinto 
of  Torrington,  Wyoming,  i;;ho  sold  them  their  seed  at  a  Viandsome  price,  claiming 
that  it  was  Idaho  grovm  seed,  whereas  it  was  later  shown  that  it  came  fi'om  Colo- 
rado..    T?ii3  gentleman  also  succeeded  in  selii-ig  g.:-ower5  in  tYa  Nori/i:  Platte  seztic 
a  considerable  quantity  of  King  seeds      It  is  very  doubtful  if  either  of  these  two 
varieties  are  as  well  suited  to  the  soil  and  climatic  c:.nditions  of  this  region  as 
are  those  vvhich  have  heretofore  been  produced  a      The  need  of  a  more  careful  super- 
vision of  the  seedstock  brought  into  any  potato  growing  section  from  outside 
sources  could  not  have  ^-xax  a  more  forceful  illustration  than  Is  to  be  found  today 
in  the  North  Platte  region.  l\n  fiel  l  ci  ^st-itc?.-  ia  -■■is  Sc.c--^t-.^c..lv.fx 

3oc-_:.'a.We  arrived  at  Kimball  Tuesday  evening  after  ha^^ing  passed  through  a  heavy 
electrical  storm  at  Sydney  on  our  way  there.     During  the  night  a  very  heavy  elect- 
rical storm  passed  over  Kimball  and  west  of  tovm  it  developea  into  a  very  severe 
hailstorm, 

Wednesday  Mr.  Wellington  and  the  writer  engaged  an  auto  to  take  us  to  the 
farm  of        J„  Holick  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  some  fields  of  potatoes  which 
he  has  entered  for  certification,      Mr.  Holick' s  farm  is  located  7  miles  west  of 
Kimball  on  the  Lincoln  highway  but  we  \vere  unable  to  reach  it  OT/ing  to  high  water 
and  road  v/ashouts  some  four  miles  out  of  tovm.     Banks  of  hailstones  a  foot  or  mere 
in  depth  were  observed  in  depressions  aloiig  the  highway  where  they  had  been  coll- 
ected  by  the  flood  waters  t     Beet  fields  in  this  area  were  almost  completely  de- 
foliated.     On  our  return  to  Kimball  we  met  Mr,  Jake  Pedrett,  A,vho  is  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  this  section  and  in  company  with  h:m  visited  his  farm  and  in- 
spected his  fields  of  Triumphs,  Dovmings,  Rurals,  Early  Ohio  and  Irish  Cobblers, 
On  the  whole  the  stand  in  all  of  these  fields  v;as  quite  good  but  tte  set  is  pooi' 
and  the  tu  ts  rs  small.      The  poor  condition  of  the  crop  is  due  to  a  shortage  of 
irrigation  water  at  the  time  it  was  most  needed  and  to  hi  ^  tempe  ratur'e ,  Mr, 
Pedrett  was  harvesting  his  Irish  Gobblers  which  were  yielding  less  than  a  third 
of  a  normal  crop.     These  were  being  disposed  of  locally  at  §2.50  per  cwt»  This 
is  the  first  season  Mr.  Pedrett  has  grown  the  Downing  and  he  is  not  very  favor- 
ably impressed  v/ith  it  oxving  to  its  containing  such  a  large  percentage  of  plants 
affected  with  fusarium  v;ilt.    The  potato  crop  in  this  section  will  be  less  than 
50/c.  of  normal. 

In  the  afternoon  I  parted  company  with  Mr.  Wellington  when  I  departed  for 
ilreeley,  Colo.,  Mr.  Vi'ellington  leaving  a  little  later  for  Spooner,  Wis. 

(Wm,  Stuart). 

Lubbock,  Tex.  September  1,  1919. 

The  past  two  weeks  have  been  rather  hot  for  Aup:ust  in  this  part  of  the 
country.    However,  there  have  been  tv/o  good,  local  rains,  so  tlst  no  crops  have 
suffered  for  want  of  moisture.      The  melons  and  cantaloupes  have  been  struck  bv  a 
rust  and  are  practically  all  gone. 


i 


The  fall  planting  of  Irish  potatoes  does  not  look  very  well.    The  new 
potatoes,  planted  as  a  trial,  did  not  germinate  uell.  so  vje  have  a  poor  stand- 
In  the  variety  tests,  Rural  New  Yoi-ker  gave  the  best  yield-     In  the  fertilizer 
test  used  on  Irish  Cobbler,  barnyard  manure,  at  the   rate  o*;  eight  tons  per  ao--, 
gave,  the  best  yield.     The  phosphates  were  a  little  better  than  potash. 

Cutting  and  putting  up  feed  crops  is  the  order  -jf  the  day, 

{^-ay  F.„  Rowe  I  > 

Spooner,  Vifis,  September  10,  1910, 

I  arrived  at  Spooner,  Wis.  on  Friday  evening,  Sept^  5,     On  Saturday  notes 
were  taken  on  gexBral  appearance  of  our  potato  expe  rimy  nt  a.nd  c  onsi.iltat ion  was 
held  with  Mre  Hansen  in  regard  to  harvesting  operations,    Monday  morn'ng  v/e  com-- 
menc'.ed  to  dig  the  Early  Ohio,  Triumph  and  Irish  Co'cbler  varieties,  all  three  kind 
being  fully  mature  and  ready  for  harvesting.      The  work  has  progressed  rather 
slowly,  duo  to  shorta3;e  of  help  but  tonight,  Wednesday,  three  quarters  of  the  cro 
has  been  weighed  and  reoorded.      The  strains  of  Triumph  show  some  remarkable  var- 
iations in  yield  and  quality  of  the  stock  -  the  ^jest  lot  is  producing  nearly 
double  that  of  the  poorer  strains.      Next  week  I  will  aub-nit  a  fe?;  of  the  figures 

Vfeather  conditions  have  been  favorable  to  harvesting  operations. 

(Je  W.  Wellington), 

Washington,  D.C»  SeptsGhor  iZ;  3.919 . 

The  first  part  of  this  week  has  been  fair  and  warm,  vfe  had  a  heavy  rain 
storm  Wednesday  evening  and  yesterday*  s  heacl  was  follcv/ed  by  an  unusually  severe 
electric  storm  in  the  eveniiig.      It  is  windy  and  cool  today., 

(Marie  T,,  Wimmer)  , 
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Grealf^y,  Colo* 


For  the  week  ending  Sept,  13,  1919, 


We  began  stacking  hay  on  September  8,  but  tYat  evening  v;e  had  a  heavy  rain- 
fall and  v;e  v;ere  obliged  to  scatter  the  hay  so  that  it  could  dry  out}  by  so  doing 
we  were  able  to  finish  the  stacking  on  Tuesday  afternoon  by  working  late.      In  the 
vicinity  of  the  Station  there  is  considerable  hay  in  t>©  shock  at  the  present  time, 
which  is  ceing  damaged  by  frequent  rains.      The  rainfall  at  the  Station  last  weak 
was  1,38  inches. 

Some  of  the  experimental  plats  of  potatoes  have  b«^n  roguo-d^ia^  past  week 
diseases.    We  expect  to  finish  this  work  this  week,     A  few  rows  in  the  Inanature 
portion  of  the  Mature  vs,  Immature  Experiment  will  be  harvested  about  the  20th  of 
this  month  to  give  us  seme  Immature  seed  for  next  year's  plantir^« 

The  writer  exp^ects  to  meet  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr^  Lou  D,  Sweet  in  Garbondale , 
6olo«,  next  week  and  at  that  time  v/ill  visit  the  potato-growing  section  of  the 
western  slope, 

(W,  C,  Edmundson). 


Jerome »  Idaho.  For  the  week  e.nding  Sept.  13,  1919. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable,  with 
some  dust  during  the  latter  part  of  it. 

On  Monday  the  8th,  Prof.  V^n  Stuart  visited  the  Station  and  on  Tuesday  he 
visited  several  small  fields  of  potatoes  io  the  County^  in  company  with  County 
Agent  Avery  and  the  writer.      He  passed  them  as  only  fair,  which  is  the  result  of 
drought  caused  by  no  irrigation  water  since  the  12th  of  July, 

Beans  are  ripening  well  but  will  net  b«  ready  to  harvest  before  the  latter 
part  cf  next  week  at  the  earliest,    A  test  plot  of  broom  corn  on  the  Station  gave 
an  estimated  yield  of  1,3  tons  per  acre  of  straw,  which  at  present  prices  v/ould 
be  a  fairly  prof  itable  yield*    Cucumbers  are  ripening  very  fast  and  scon  the  whole 
crop  will  be  mature, 

Idaho  Rural  potatoes  are  ripening  at  the  Station.    The  Netted  Gems  are  still 
green  and  apparently  growing,.     They  are,  hovaver,  making  a  second  growth  despite 
the  dry  conditions, 

(L,L.Corbett), 

Idaho.  Notes,  For  the,  week  ending  Sept.  13,  1919. 

Monday,  September  8  was  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  the  work  at  tte  Jercns 
Station,     The  absence  of  irrigation  v/ater  since  July  12  to  date  has  prevented  a 
normal  development  of  the  potato  crop  on  the  North  Side  tract  and  has,  cf  course, 
practically  ruined  all  cf  cur  experimental  work  for  this  season.      However,,  not- 
withstanding the  lack  cf  irrigation  water  and  the  at-sence  cf  rains  the  Netted  Gem 
plants  are .locking  quite  green  as  a  whole  and  are  a  fair  size.      The  set  cf  tuters 
is  rather  light  and  most  of  them  are  developing  second  groirrths  which  is  rendering 
a  large  percent  cf  them  unfit  for  marketing.      It  is  difficult  tc  .explain  the 
reason  fcr  this  second  growth  of  the  tucers  as  we  have  heretcf  ore  done,  cn  the  basis 
of  the  .plants  having  received  a  check  due  tq  lack  of  .moisture  followed  by  sufficient 
moisture  .to  start  them  into  active  growth,  as  the  moisture  has  L,een  continuously 
deficient  since  the  formation  of  the  tuiers  and  is  strikingly  deficient  at  present. 
The  only  plausible  explanation  that  suggests  itself  is  that  with  the  advent  cf 
cooler  weather  the  plants  energies  are  devoted  tc  the  storing  up  of  reserve  materia3s 
in  the  tuber,  thus  inciting,  second  ^rcv/th,    _  Pne_  grower  waa  visited  Tuesday  fore- 


;  r. 


noon,  a  Ur.  Baker,  v/ho  was  pulling  up  his  Netted  Gem  plants  in  order  to  check 
second  growth.      The  vines  were  pulled  and  removed  frcm  the  field  in  order  to  fac- 
ilitate the  use  of  the  digger  as  it  v.'as  the  opinion  that  they  v/ere  so  large"  and 
green  that  they  wculd  clog  the  carriers  cf  the  digger. 

Some  cf  t 'i9  peas  grown  on  the  Station  ground  have  been  harvested  and  the 
remaining  varieties  v/ill  seen  be  ready  tc  cut.     The  beans  are  coming  along  nicely, 
though  the  cfcp  will  not  be  a  heavy  one,      A  week  of  favcrabl9  v/eather  will  place 
them  beyond  the  stage  where  they  are  likely  tc  be  injured  by  frost* 

Tuesday  f  crenccn  Mr,  Gorbett  and  the  writer  called  on  County  Agent  H,  G, 
Avery  and  in  company  with  him  visited  two  ether  fields  besides  that  cf  Mr.  Baker, 
tc  which  I  have  previously  alluded,      The  chief  varieties  grcvm  are  the  Idaho 
Rurals  and  Netted  Gem,      A  few  Irish  Cci^clers  are  also  being  grcv/n,  Considerable 
Fusarium  was  noted  in  some  portions  cf  the  fields  visited,    The  commercial  acreage 
on  the  North  Side  tract  is  almost  ne  gli  gi  ole  this  season,  less  than  50  acres,  I  . 
believe.      Of  the  seven  seedlings, ^be i ng  tested  out  cn  the  Station  grounds  only 
two  seem  to  .have  been  acle.  to  produce  reas.cnaoly  gocji  tube  rs,t. .  ,  Xhe  vim  grc.wth 
of  mc^st  cf  them.was  especi^Uy^  str.j^jrig  .and  vigorous. 

Wednesday,  Sept»  lO  was  sperjt  ,with  ^  assceiate j  Mr,  G,  W,  Dewey, 

who  ..is  now  serving  as  County  Agenjj  ^f  ..Canyon  Ccga.nty  with  ^headquarters.,  At.,Q§l^ 
Our  .t|rst,  ,.stqp  was  ma.de.  jn^a  pot^to^X.ield  .ojwned^  by  , Mr,,,. Je.8.,s,.iy anderye.lt  cf  Hpustpn, 
in  whc.se^^.,crcj)  of  .pctatces_a  large  .  §m cunt,  ,.cf  ioju.ry  has,  cjevelcp.ed  .as  .,a  , result  of 
layi_ng;  ii}  the,  hot  ..drx..,,s^.cj,l^,j;9.c_, ^ong.^a^e^^^^       .plants  .p^tuj-gd.    Failure  tc  harvest 
the,m  earlier  was  the,  result  of  lack  of  refrigerator  cars  in  which^  tp^ship.  them,.^  . 
The  nature  cf  thi.3  injury  is  a  rathe.r  _pe c.uli.ar  one,      Gene l.l.y  speaHng.,.t.r«....g.i^t-.. 
war4  .evidences  of.  ijajury  .ar^e,  in  tl\e  ..nature  of  ^  ,darlc,enir^  of  .,.the  ^^k^n  ,whi,ph_,iA  the, 
earli.pr  stages, ,maj.,,.be  ccnlined^  to,  areas  a  quarter  to  a  half  inch  in  diameter.  . 
Usually  thes.e  areas  are  somev/hat  as  if  swollen  cr  blistered.    The  f  le.sh.  beneath 
these  areas  shows  a  brownish  discoloration. of  the  cell ,  ti ssues.    .  Thi.s. discolor- 
ation does  not  include  the  v,hole  area  iijv  olye.d  .and  i^ay  nQt.e.xtencJ..  to.  a .  grga.tQ.r  , 

depth  than  wouli;!  .normally .  be  remoxjed  in. paring  . the  potato  .when.preparing  ,  it  for  

the  vabl9.      In  the  .mo re  .adv.aQC  ed  stages  .of  this.,  injury  the  v^ele  tuber  may  be 
involved.      In  some  instances  the  flesh  is  discolored  in  tubers  which  do  not  show 
any  outward  evidence  of  injury;  this  makes  the  proolem  cf  removing  all  affected 
tubers  from  those  being  shipped  to  market  an  almost  hopeless  task.      In  Mr.  Vander- 
velt' s  field  .fully  50%  of.  ^the  tube  rs  had  been  discarded  and  in  spi  te  of ,  this 
those,  sapked  for  shipment  were  rpj.^.^^ted  , by  t^^  buyer  on  the  grounds _that  they  con- 
tained J;p;^^^^^_:^,  percentage  of  .'l^be^rs  showing  tM     injury,      He  estimates  that  ^ 
his  .loss  p.n  the.  unji^rv^es.te^^  o.f  his  crop  will  amount,  tjj^  at.,^e.^gjt^|25^ 

.  .,IJ^.,the  afternoon  we  vis j ted  Wilder  and  we re^  informed  by  the  c^ar  i^nspector 
at  .that  point,^  that . ^e  had  ..bjgp,.  o,bli.ged^to.  tur^ ..dp.vm  f  u\4-y  75^,^PX  th^, ,cars  ,loaded_„ 
at  .'flfildei:  ,91^..  that  qi.ay.i  ,.^The  rejected,  .cars  were  .oein.o;  shipped,  as  No,  2  r^rade  or 
a.;j  ungrade.d  stock |  many  of„  the^.s.h.ipp.era  preferring,  to  ship  as  ungraded*    .  It  is 
estimated  that  Canj^n  County  has  between  3000  to  3500  acres  of  potatoes  .this 
season  and  t.hat^t.he  f  inane ial,  Ip.ss,  sustained  by  .the  growers  will  approximate 

§  150  J QOO , P.O ,  Xh©  F reva i  l.i n g,, .f  ee.l i.ng;  i  s,,  that ,  t hi s  lo s,s  c  oul d  have  .  ce e n  ejrit,i  re ly 

obv  iatesl,..tJxroi;g.h  ^'t,^^^  .p.a^rt  of ..  t  te,,  Ra^l^m^d.  AdpJ.n.istr.atijD.n 

of  the  ,ri,^p^e.s,3it.y^,,af  ,.fur^  tlje  growers  wtth,  an  ample  supply  ...pf  re^rigeratqr 

c  irs.  when,  .the.,  c.rpp,  :4.ove.;u.e/jt  shoul.d  .h,avQ,  caoa  .at.  it.s  h9i:^hti    .  There  is  also  a 
rather  strOAg  fe.eling-..t.hat,  tJ^^  .Qa^ldwell  .Traction  Coinpany  di.d  not  rece.ive  the  .same 
treatrQBnt..i.Q  th.e.,.(:5Ars^ -SiuRplipd  .,its..variou.s  shipping  points  as  that,  of  the  Oregon 
Short  line ,f  ,_A.,.i?i.o.v.Qjrs,nt  is  now  on  fop.t  to  se-eure  as  much  data  as  possible  on  the 
actual.  losgesinvQlyed  £§r  pre.s.ent.ation  .to  .the  .Railroad  Administration  in  the  .. 
hope  t 'at  in  so  doing  there  may  be  an  avoidance  of  a  similar  situation  next  seas- 
on, 

(Vfa,  Stuart). 


^  ,  ^  For  the  week  endir^  Sept.  13,  1919, 

Presque  Isle,  Me • 

There  was  very  little  harvesting  done  in  this  section  the  past  week,  as  it 

rained  every  day  but  Tuesday  and  Saturday.  ,    ,   ^  oor+pH  ^nd  weiehed 

We  harvested  the  Cobbler  strains  on  Aroostook  Farm  and  sorted  and  mignea 

Wednesday.     Saturday  we  began  on  the  1917  Seedlings,  c=.+„r.^^v  did  mit 

The  car  shortage  here  is  very  serious  and  the  freight  agent  Saturday  did  net 

see  much  hope  for  imnediate  imp  rove  ire  nt  ,  t     f  „  h  Prfl=!nue 

Potatoes  arp  selling  for  from  C>2.75  to  f:3.00  per  barrel,  f.o^b.  Presque  ^ 
isle    Me!      Potat"  deal  rl  are  buying  and  storing.    Th.  Cobbler  has  been  the  main 
Jar  e'ty  handlfd  tLs  far.  although  Green  Mountain  potatoes  are  -PP-^g/^^f,,,,, 
market.    Dealers  are  a  little  shy  of  them,  houever,  as  in  most  cases  they  are  still 

a  little  green.  (P.M.Lombard). 

w  +      M  +  <,  September  13  ^  1919, 

Washington  Notes.  ^ 

Friday,  Sept.  12  was  spent  at  Pullman,  where  in  company  ^  i*^^  J^^*  ^'  ^' 
Robertson  of ' the'university  the  various  strains        Netted  Gem  dahoR^^^^^^^ 
Rural  New  Yorker  ard  Earliest  of  All^belonging  to  the  Irish  Cobbler  J^;^^^^ 
are  being  grown  for  our  seed  potato  developrrent  work  ^"/f  ^^^^J^^^"  ^'fe  and 

Some  striking  variations  were  noted  in  vigor  of  seed  and  ^-^^^^^/Xatis  fo^ 
a  good  opportunity  is  presented  for  fne  selection  of  the  ^^P^/^^^f^^^^^J  ^^jj^ 
continuation  of  the  work.      There  is  considerable  ^^^^^^^^^  i^^^'  ^^f  ^3°rre. 

in  Borr^  o."  the  lots.      The  field  care  of  the  crop        ^^^"//f^if  "V^'i^f ^l/^ 
suit  the  plants  have  made  a  good  growth  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  t.e  rainfall 
has  been  almost  negligible  throughout  the  whole  growing  season,      ^^^^^  gtuart). 

Wiscc'rin  Notes,  For  the  ^^Bek  ending  Sept.  13.  1919. 

Last  week  I  promised  some  fuller  data  on  the  results  cf  our  trial  of 
strains  gf   Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph  and  Early  Ohio  at  the  Spoonsr,  ^^^^'/^^^f 
Station.      As  was  suggested  last  week,  the  Triumph  variety  gave 

markable  results,  in  that  the  best  yielding  strain  produced         lbs.  of  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
tuters  as  compared  with  the  lowest  strain  yield  of  4a5  lbs.    f  ^^^^^^^ 
result  is  that  of  tte  nine  strains  of  Triumph  involved,  two  stooa  out  by  them- 
selves, -  Lot  #6^  at  912  lbs.  and  lot  #59  at  858  lbs.  J  the  nearest  competitor, 

^'?'w:f^la?sed1;  find  that  the  lots  which  led  at  harvesting  time  were  identic, 
cally  the  same  as  those  selected  during  the  growing  seasom  °f  ^^^^J^^^ 

agreed  in  quality  of  stock  as  well  as  yield.     The  Early  Ohio  and  Irish  Cobbler 
:?rains  gave  somi  interesting  results  but  nothing  as  netab^  ,    These  ^^^g-^ 
be  modified  somewhat  by  accurate  computation  to  number  of  hills,  but  am  11  stana 

very  near  the  actual  results,  j   ,  ^^r-v.^nn-  Hue- 

I  finished  harvesting  the  varieties  on  Friday  and       Saturday  morning  dug 
by  hand  several  of  our  small  collection  of  department  seedli^s»      These  have  not 
dine  well  andtte  tuters  were  as  a  rule  largely  cull  size.    Records  ll^'^'lf^^'' 
yield,  quality  and  general  appearance  of  each  seedling.    Many  white  grubs  were 
found  and  altogether  the  grubs  have  taken  ratter  serious  .  ^^^^^^ 

Prof»  Milward  arrived  Monday  morning.  Sept.  15  and  ^^"^^^f.^,^,  '^f    '  . . 
at  SpooJr  with  Mr.  Hansen  and  myself.      At  noon,  Morday,  ^^^^l JiJ'^^^.^f^.f 
left  Spooner  for  Hayward  to  inspect  a  field  of  Triumph  lor  Southern  seed  work. 
A?  seel  ound  Tsplendid  .field  -  the  platts  still  -^^^ ' 

much  to  the  writer's  surprise,  some  hills  contained  21  marketable  tubers. 


Prof.  Stuart  had  been  telling  me  all  sunmer  about  the  yielding  capacity  of  the 
Triumph  -  and  here  it  v/as.      We  engaged  800  lbs.  of  seed. 

On  Tuesday  we  planned  to  visit  A.  T,  Johnson  of  Angus,  one  of  the  four  parties 
selected  to  fumish  VJisccnsin  Triumphs  for  the  South,      At  Rice  Lake  we  joined  a 
party  from  Madison,  consisting  of  Dr,  L.        Jones,  Mr.  'i^'right,  Mr,  3rov;n  and  Mr, 
Jorstad,-  plant  pathologist  of  N€rv;ay.      The  gentlemen  v/e re  investigating  the^late 
blight  situation  in  Barron  County  and  ^ve  were  glad  and  f  crtumte  indeed  to  join 
their  party.       One  field  of  Green  Mounta.ins  was  visited  v/h^  re  the  rotten  tubers  ap- 
proxirriated  25%,  others  from  5%  upv/ard.      At  the  loadii^  stations  the  bins  v;ere 
found  to  contain  diseased  tubers  and  the  Miller  fine  of  Chicago  has  temporarily 
closed  its  v/arehouses.     The  price  has  dropped  rapidly  from  above  f^S.OO  to  ol'SO 
and  little  buying  in  progress.      The  party  visited  the  farm  of  A.  T,  Johnson  ard 
found  his  Triumphs  in  good  condition,  vath  a  splendid  yield.       One  hill  of  15 
tubers  weighed  a  lbs,  14  oz.    Prof.  Milward  and  writer  made  arrangements  to  pur- 
chase 800  lbs.  of  stock  -  and  we  were  just  in  time  as  Llr.  Johnson  has  contracted 
his  field  at  $2.^5  per  c^;;^,  and  was  rather  reluctant  to  sell  small  lots.      The  farm 
of  Ed  Kringle  vms  visited,  vi?he  re  we  observ'ed  the  value  of  thorough  spraying  in  the 
control  of  late  blight.     From  Rice  Lake  Prof.  Milward  and  1  journeyed  to  Barron 
where  I  visited  some  rhizcctonia  control  experimients  on  Early  Ohio.    Excellent  re- 
sults were  obtained  v/ith  corrosive  sublimate  treatment. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  10  found  Milwa:^^  and  I  in  Antigo  to  visit  the  Triumph  field 
of  J,  V/,  Smith  at  Kent,      Tte  se  Triujnphs  were  found  in  excellent  condition  and 
arrangements  v;ere  concluded  for  purchasing  the  necessary  stock.      Ve  found  late 
blight  in  almost  every  potato  field  where  we  had  occasion  to  step. 

Vi'ednesday  night  Prof.  Milward  left  for  Rhinelander  to  m.eet  Prof.  Tiebout 
of  Louisiana.      The  writer  is  preparing  to  leave  Antigo  Thursday  morning  for  Ban- 
croft to  visit  the  Triumph  field  of  1'.  M.  Scribner,  the  fourth  source  of  Southern 
stock  0 

(J.W.Wellington), 

Washington  D, C^Notes,  September  19,  1919, 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair  and  cool. 

Wednesday  was  a  holiday,  and  all  Washington  turned  out  to  see  General  Persh- 
ing and  the  First  Division  parade  up  Pennsylvania  Avenue»  The  parade  lasted  about 
three  hours. 

(Marie  F.  Wimmer)« 
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Thursday  fcrenocn,  September  18  was  spent  inspecting  the  extremely  interest- 
ing collect  icn  cf  plants  growing  at  the  Plant  Introduction  Garden  near  Chico.  •  Vfe 
were  fortunate,  in  finding  Messrs.  Griffith,  Peed  ard  Wight,  all  cf  this  Office  at 
Chicc  and  also  Dr.  FaircHild  and  Mr.  Bissett  of  th-e  Office  of  3,  P,   I,       A  portion 
of  the  afternoon  was  spent  at  SacrarGento  v/hile  en  route  to  Stockton.  Unfortunately 
for  the  wi'iter  Mr,  Hecke  the  CommissiorB  r  of  Horticulture  was  not  in  the  city, 
neither  was  Mr.  F.  V.  Shear,  fci-merly  of  this  Office^  vmo  nas  recently  assumed  ■ 
the  duties,  under  Mr.  Kecke,  of  the  seed  potato  ce^ti ic^.ti on  work  in  the  State.  The 
only  information  secured  was  that  seme  fields  were  beir^  inspected  with  a  view  to 
certifying  them  if  they  met  the  requirements-,      Friday  forenoon  was  devoted  tc  secur- 
ing  infcrmaticn  concerning  the  potato  crop  in  the  Stockton  district.      Some  very 
interestir^  data  was  secured  from  Mr.  Carson  C,  Cook  relative  to  changes  that  have 
been  brought  about  through  partial  or  almost  complete  crop  (potato)  failures  on 
lands  repeatedly  cropped  v;ith  potatoes*      In  the  early  days  of  the  reclamation  cf 
this  land  it  was  customary  tc  grow  potatoes  as  long  as  a  reasonably  fair  crop  could 
be  produced,  v;hereas  at  the  present  time  the  Japanese,  Chinese  or  Hindu  farmer  ^v•ill 
net  ccnsi  der  growing  potatoes  unless  the  land  has  been  devoted  tc  ether  crops  for 
at  least  two  yea,rs ,      Another  change  in  tte  policy  of  tine  Rindge  Land  &  Navigation 
Company  cf  which  Mr.  Cook  is  the  Manager  is  that  of  renting  the  land  on  a  crop  per- 
centage basis  rather  than  a  cash  rental.      Mr-  Cook  claimed  that  the  growers  this 
year  were  harvesting  from  100  to  3.5Q  sacks  per  acre  for  which  they  wes?e  receiving 
sp2\50  per  Sack,    wholesale  houses  in  Stockton  were  qu.otirjg  Delta  Burbanks  at  $2.65 
per  cwte      It  is  estimated  that  the  potato  crop  in  this  district  is  approximately 
15,500  acres  as  compared  with  a  45  tc  50»O^Q  acreage  ten  years  ago. 

Saturday  forenoon  was  spQitt  at  the  University  of  California  in  Conference 
with  Dr»  Webber  and  Profs.  Baboock  and  Gilmore  relative  to  seed  potato  improvement 
wc  rk  in  t State, 

(¥m.  Stuart). 

Graelev.  Colo.^  For  the  week  ending  Sevp.20,  1^19 > 

During  the  past  week  v/e-  have  had  a  rainfall  of  »56  o|  an  inch.    The  weather 
has  been  much  -Cooler  and  a  general  frost  is  expected  to  occur  at  almost  any  time. 

The  Central  Community  Fair  V»ld  from  September  16  to  20  sat  Greeley  was 
v/ell  attended  and  the  exhibits  were  of  a  high  quality* 

Immature  seed  for  next  year''s  planting  was  harvested  on  September  19»    A' few 
cf  the  early  Varieties  were  also  harvested  on  that  date*      The  Downings  in  the 
Greening  Experiment  are  ripe  and  can  be  harvested  wMnever  the  soil  becomes  suf- 
ficiently dry.    Very  few  of  the  seedlings  shevj  anf  sign  of  ripening  at  this  time* 

{W.  C.Edmund  so  n) . 

Jerome .  Ida.  For  tte  weak  endi.r^g,  Set)t.20f  1919 « 

^  Ths  week  has  been  cooler  than  for  some  time-/    On  Tuesday  night  we  had  a  f  IrB 

rain,  with  about  »6  inches  of  water r      This  wet  the  ground  to  seme  depth  and  even 
though  it  is  too  late  in  the  season  to  materially  help  crops,  it  will  enable  plow* 
ing  that  otherwise  could  net  hav©  been  done. 

We  were  able  tc  harvest  sections  of  our  alfalfa  the  third  tims  and  have  put 
in  stack  probably  two  tens  of  thrid  cutting  hay. 

The  potatoes  are  still  holding  green  and  growing,  especially  the  Netted  Gems 
with  the  Idaho  t>ural3  beginning  tc  ripen.    Other  crops  have  not  changed  materially 
during  the  week, 

(li^LctJor  bett). 
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Ames.  Icwa,  Serter.ter  ZO ,  1919. 

In  company  7;ith  Prcf  „  McCall  ci  thg  Scutl:  Dakota  Agricultural  College  the 
v;ri  ter  tcck  a  trip  thfcugh  n-'Tths.ve  st  Iowa  and  the  Red  Ri^er  Valley  region  of 
South  Dakota  the  last  cf  the  week. 

Ohio's  are  the  leadir^  variety  of  this  region.     The  crop  is  very  spotted. 
•     Soir.e  excellent  fields  were  inspected  i^etween  Brookings  and  V'atertovin»     In  other 
J     localities  where  they  usually  load  cut  a  good  many  cars,  the  crop  ¥;as  drowned  out 
and  they  will  have  to  'ouy  for  home  consuinpt  ion. 

The  heaviest  run  of  the  digging  vnll  corr.e  the  last  week  in  September. 
The  grov/ers  are  now  receiving  i^l.40  per  bushel  at  the  loading  station.     It  is  ex- 
pected that  prices  may  drop  a  little  during  the  heaviest  digging  season. 

Kansas  City  and  Iowa  buyers  are  already-  on  t>B  ground  and  the  demand  for 
spuds  will  be  active.- 

Prof.  McCall  is  doing  a  useful  work  in  interesting  the  growers  in  seed 
treatnent  and  seed  improvement  work.    The  quality  of  the  crop  now  being  harvested 
very  clear-ly  reflects  the  spirit  of  cooperation  shown  by  the  progressive  growers. 

Mr.  Rudnick  and  I  expct  to  harvest  the  Ohio's  at  Northwood  the  coming;  week . 

(A«  T.  Srwin). 

Presque  Isle.  Me.  For  .the  week  endirg  Sept.  20.  1919,. 

The  past  week  has  teen  ideal  for  harvesting.    The  rains  of  last  week  added 
enough  moisture  to  the  soil  to  enable  a  considerable  amount  of  soil  to  ride  up  the 
elevator  of  the  digger  together  with  the  potatoes,  lessening  to  a  great  extent  the 
amount  of  bruises  the  potatoes  would  receive  if  the  soil  was  dry  enough  to  sift 
through  the  digger  as  soon  as  it  passes  onto  the  elex'ator. 

The  car  shortage  i^  still  serious  in  this  county;  potatoes  are  selling  for 
v2.75  per  barrel  f*©,b«  loading  point,.    Buyers  are  storing.    There  is  considerable 
demand  for  stock  in  the  west-    The  New  England  demand  is  only  about  65  cars  per 
day  with  Canada  furnishing  half  of  this  amount.      The  yield  this  year  is  good;  very 
leiv  culls,  ai-id  no  rot  reported  in  this  section, 

On  Aroostook  Farm  v/e  have  harvested  the  1916  and  1917  Seedlings^  the  South 
American  Collection,  Cobbler  Strains,  Greeley  Seedli-igs  and  miscellaneous  Hill 
Selectiona  and  Tuber  Unit  Selections,  also  the  Disease  plat.    The  yield  is  large 
this  yearj  very  few  culls  and  for  the  most  part  the  stock  is  free  Sro:n  scab. 

(P.M»Lombard) . 

Oregon  Notes.  For  the  week  ending:  Sept.  20..  1919b 

Monday,  September  15 ^  Prof,        R4  Hyslop  of  ths  Oregon  Agricultural  College 
joined  the  \i;-riter  at  Portland,    Prof,  Hyslop  had  made  arrangements  with  County 
Agent  Hall  of  Gresham  to  visit  sor.-©  potato  fields  located  at  Troutdale  and  Corbett 
"/here  seed  potato  stock  was  ceing  grown*    These  towns  are  some  20  to  25  miles  east 

*  cf  Portland.    The   first  place  Visited  was  that  of  J.  Ward  Evans  of  Troutdale,  where 

*  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  variety  that  is  known  under  the  nam.e  of  "Democrat"/ 
In  many  respects  this  varie  ty .  resembles  the  McCormick,  although  the  tubers  shov; 
more  color.     It  is  quite  evident   that  it  belongs  to  the  Peach  blow  group  of  potatoes. 
Mr.  Evans  raises  this  variety  for  California  parties  v/ho  plant  it  early  and  sell 

the  produce  to  Oregon  consumers  as  table  stocky    Mr.  Evans  is  also  growing  Garnet 
j     Chili,  Earliest  of  All^  and  Pride  of  Multnomah,^    The  Portland  Seed  Co.  purchase  most 
of  this  stock  for  their  trade.      Considerable  v/ilt  was  noticeable  in  Pride  of 
Multnomah,    The  major  portion  of  the  wilt  in  this  section  appears  to  be  due  to 
Verticillium  rather  than  fusarium  infection.    Seme  leaf  roll  and  mosaic  was  also 
noted. 


Mr.  F.  M,  Lasley  in  the  town  of  Cortett  is  ma.king  a  specialty  of  growirg 
Amer ic an  Wonder .      I  was  infon::ed  by  Prof.  Hyslop  ard  County  Agent  Hall  that  Mr* 
Lasley  has  been  practisirg  seed  selection  for  a  mamoer  oS  years.    Although  the 
present  season  has  on  the  whole  teen  rather  unfavorable  to  the  potato  erop,  t>B 
stock  that  we  saw  on  his  farm  was  very  good. 

Tuesday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  an  inspection-  of  the  seed  potato  develop- 
ment work  at  the  Oregon  A.gricultural  Experirrsnt  Station  Farm  where  several  strains 
of  the  following  commercial  varieties  are  osin^  growns-  Netted  Gem,  Ysfhite  Star 
and  Burbank*      Pride  of  Multnomah  and  Prizetaker  are  bfeing  grown  as  members  of  the 
Burfcank  Group;  the  Early  Rose  and  Viniite  Rose  urder  the  Early  Rose  groups  Gold 
Coin  and  Snow  in  the  Green  Mountain  class|  Carman  No«  3  in  the  Rural;  Pearl  or 
Peerless  in  the  Pearl  group  and  Producer  in  the  Up-to-Eate  class*      In  addition 
to  these  are  to  be  f  ound  Burpee' s  Early^  Pingree  5  Seotch  T^ose,,  Garnet  Chili  and 
Earliest  of  Alls 

The  Variation  in  the  Vigor  of  plants  from  different  lots  of  seed  xif  the 
same  variety  is  quite  as  noticeable  at  Corvallis  as  at  Pullman^ 

In  our  judgment   the;  greatest  need  oi  the  potato  inddstry  of  Oregon  is  that 
of  concentration  by  the  growers  on,  a  more  limited  n,urflbe  f  oi  eemmercial  varieties, 
coupled  with  improvement  of.  the  seedstock  o£  those  retairsd.     Plans-  were  discussed 
for  ipext  year's  worls  with  a  possibility  that  scaie  new  leatures  will  be  included* 

(Vfaii  Stuarts* 


Wash  ingto  n.  D.C^ 

The  weather  last  Saturday  and  for  the 
Ya'e  had  a  heavy  rain  Monday  night;  it  also  ra. 
part  of  this  v/eek^  especially  today  »■  Friday 


Septemtor  26.  1919 > 

lorepart  oi  thig  week  was  warm, 
ned  all  day  Tuesday.      The  latter 
has  t^en  quite  Cool* 

(Marie  Vficmer)* 
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California  Notes* 


October  4.  1919 


On  Monday,  Sept.  22 j  the  writer  left  San  Francisco  for  Sebastopol  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  seed  potato  ranch  of  Mr,  Carl  and  Mrs,  Hilda  B,  Nielsen. 
As  this  trip  necessitated  passing  through  Santa  Rosa  I  decided  to,  stop  over  one 
train  and  make  the  acquaintance  of  County  Farm  Demonstrator,  Geo.        Merrill  but 
found  him  absent,    Much  valuable   'nforrr-ati on  was  however  secured  from  his  assist- 
ant, Llr,  Donald  E»  luartin  and  from  County  Horticultural  Commissioner  0.  S,  Bremre r 
who  very  kindly  offered  tc  carry  me  over  to  the  Nielsen  ranch  in  the  afternoon, 
Finding  myself  with  about  two  hours  at  my  disposal  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr* 
^  Bremner  I  called  on  Mr,  Luther  Burbank  and  v/as  favored  vdth  a  very  courteous  re- 
ception spending  nearly  an  hour  with  him  in  his  home  discussing  plant  breeding 
problems  in  general  and  potato  breeding  in  particular*      Among  the  many  interesting 
phases  of  potato  breeding  discussed  by  Mr*  Burbank  the  following  was  of  peculiar 
interest  as  illustrating  the  uncertainties  and  disappointments  experienced  by 
those  who  attempt  to  produce  superior  varieties  of  seedling  potatoes.      The  origin 
of  the  Burbank  potato  is  too  well  known  to  deserve  further  mention  than  to  say 
that  Mr,  Burbank  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  it  from  a  population  of  some  24 
seedling  plants  that  he  had  growi  from  seeds  secured  from  a  naturally  fertilized 
seedball  developed  on  an  Early  Rose  plant.     I  was  told  by  Mr,  Burbank  that  in  later 
years  he  had  grown  fully  100,000  seedling  plants  from  naturally  fertilized  seed- 
balls  of  the  Burbank  potato  without  producing  a  single  variety  equal  to  that  of  the 
parent  plant* 

Our  visit  at  the  Nielsen  ranch  in  the  afternoon  proved  especially  interesting. 
They  are  growing  some  75  varieties  on  a  small  scale  in  their  test  garden  and  most 
of  these  varieties  were  examined  as  to  their  tuter  development  and  character  of 
the  tubers  themselves.      Many  new  varieties  or  at  least  new  names  were  encountered, 
some  of  which  I  was  able  to  identify  as  old  varieties  masquerading  under  strange 
names,  but  there  were  several  that  could  not  be  so  placed.      One  of  the  most  inter- 
esting of  these  was  a  variety  called  Early  Red  Prizetaker  v/hich  'f/  has  tubers  very 
similar  in  shape,  though  somewhat  deeper  colored,,  to  the  Early  Rose,  but  with  the 
stem,  foliage,  and  floxver  characters  of  the  Burbank  potato,      This  is  the  first  in- 
stance of  the  kind  I  have  ever  noticed*      The  Nielsen's  have  been  engaged  in  the 
improvenent  of  the  British  Queen  variety  for  several  years,   and  in  a  field  located 
some  few  miles  distant  a  plant  grcv/n  from  this  seed  stock  was  dug  v/hich  had  32 
tubers  weighing  14-g-  lbs,      Some  objection  has  been  raised  against  this  variety  by 
consumers,  chiefly  the  housewives,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  explode  in  the 
oven  when  they  attempt  to  bake  it.      Such  objection,  hoivever,  should  not  be  regard- 
ed too  seriously  as  accidents  of  this  sort  could  easily  be  obviated  by  puncturing 
the  skin  when  half  cooked.      This  variety  appears  to  be  a  strong  grower,  is  very 
prolific,  the  tubers  of  good  shape,  mth  shallow  eyes  and  a  well  netted  skin.  The 
total  acreage  grown  or  controlled  by  the  Nielsen's  for  seed  purposes  is  in  the  vic- 
inity of  150.      The  potato  crop  in  this  section  varies  greatly  on  different  ranch- 
es.     In  most  cases  the  stand  is  rather  poor  and  the  yield  belov;  normal.  The 
Early  Red  Prizetaker  seems  to  be  the  leading  commercial  variety  grown  in  this 
section,  though  one  cannot  help  but  wonder  why,  as  the  set  is  light  and  the  tubers 
for  the  most  part  off  on  shape. 

On  Tuesday  the  writer  accompanied  Prof.  Babcock  of  the  University  of  California 
on  a^trip  to  V/atsonville  to  visit  Mr.  H.  A,  Hyde,  a  leading  seedsman  of  that 
section.      Mr.  Hyde  has  devoted  considerable  time  and  money  during  the  past  decade 
or  more  to  a  study  of   the  possibility  of  producing  high  grade  seed  potatoes  in 
California  and  as  a  result  of  such  investigation  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  not  a  feasible  proposition  and  is  now  having  all  his  seedstock  produced  in 
Oregon  and  Washington.      The  acreage  in  the  Watsonville  district  cf  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley  was  estimated  to  be  about  1000  and  that  of  the  Salinas  Valley  at 
about  the  same  area.      This  is  about  l/i  of  the  normal  acreage  of  these  regions. 


^        The  principal  variety  grovr.  in  this  secticn  is  the  Netted  Gem.     One  f  ield  isi-ted 
was  of  considerable  interest  in  that  a  portion  of  iix  had  teen  planted  with  high 
class  seed  stock  and  the  balance  with  ordinary  or  cull  stock*      The  contrast  in 
percent  of  stand,  vigor  of  plants,  freedom  frcn  disease,  and  yield  were  so  irarked 
as  to  afford  a  most  convincing  argument  for  the  use  of  good  seed  stock  as  there 

'         was  every  indication  that  the  good  seed  would  outyield  the  poor  by  at  least  100 

*         sacks  per  acre. 

{VJin.  Stuart). 

Colorado  Notes.  October  4  ,  1919» 

Friday,  September  28  was  spent  in  the  Carbondale  district.      In  general  the 
Carbcndale  potato  crop  is  considerably  below  the  average  both  in  yield  and  in 
quality  of  stock.      This  is  largely  due  to  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  such  as 
an  almost  entire  absence  of  rainfall  and  the  occurrence  of  hot  driving  winds 
which  sucked  the  :noisture  out  of  the  soil  and  materially  v/eakened  the  plants.  1 
should  have  said  that  I  was  joined  at  Glenwood  Springs  on  my  v/ay  to  Carbondale  by 
Mr.  L.  D.  Sweet  and  V'o  C,  Edaundson  and  that  we  were  met  at  Carbondale  by  L'r, 
Frank  E,  Sweet  who  spent  the  day  carrying  us  around  to  some  cf  the  larger  commer- 
cial fields.      The  acreage  on  the  Sweet  ranch  is  only  about  one-third  of  that  of 
previous  years.      Mr.  Edmundson  and  tYs  writer  spent  Saturday  at  Eagle,  Colo, 
v/here  we  were  entertained  by  the  Sherman  Bros,  and  Mr,        B,  Wolverton,  prominent 
potato  growers  of  this  section.      On  lir,  V'olverton's  ranch  v;e  found  some  very  good 
Netted  Gem  potato esj  the  stand  being  good,  also  the  set,  size  and  shape  cf  the 
tubers  v;as  about  all  that  could  be  desired,      The  Sherman  Brcsi  have  in  the  past 
been  very  successful  grovrers  of  high  class  seed  stock.     They  claim,  however,  that 
the  returns  for  their  ef  fc  rts  ,  insofar  as  their  receiving  a  premium  for  their  seed 
stock  over  and  above  the  gersral  market  price,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  furnish 
much  incentive  for  the  painstaking  efforts  that  were  necessary  to  the  production 
of  high  quality  seed.      Be  this  as  it  may,  they  have  sold  their  ranch  and  propose 
to  retire  from  the  seed  potato  game  for  the  present  at  least. 

Sunday  was  spent  in  Denveri     Through  the  kindness  of  Mr,  L.  D,  Sweet  and  his 
son,  Stuart  h,  Sv;eet,  a  delightful  afternoon  was-  spent  in  autcing  through  the  ag- 
ricultural section  surrounding  the  city, 

(Wm.  Stuart)* 

Greeley.  Colo>  Sept.  29th  &    For  the  week  ending  Sept.  27.  1919. 

Mr.  Vita.  Stuart,  Mr.  Lou  D,  Sv/eet  and  the  writer  visited  the  western  slope  last 
f         week  to  look  over  the  potato  -Jrcp  of  that  section.     I  met  Mr,  Sv/eet  in  Denver  a.rd 
,         Mr.  Stuart  at  Glenv/ood  Springs  and  together  we  visited  the  Carbondale  district 

on  September  26.    Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr,  Frank  Sweet  v;e  were  able  to  lock  ever 
the  section  very  well  as  we  had  the  use  of  his  automobile »    On  the  27th  Mr.  Stuart 
and  I  visited  Eagle,  Colo.,  where  ve  found  exceptionally  good  crop, '  Mr.  Sherman, 
*      of  the  Sherman  Brothers'  ranch,  took  us  through  the  valley  in  his  car  ar^d  the  en- 
tire day  was  spent  in  visiting  potato  grovv-ers.    I  returned  to  Greeley  on  Sunday, 
the  28th,  leading  Mr,  Stuart  in  Denver  on  his  way  to  Washington. 

Up  to  the  present  time  potato  vir^s  in  the  Greeley  district  have  net  been 
killed  by  frost,  which  may  somewhat  delay  the  work  of  digging, 
i  Me  harvested  the  Greening  Experiment  today,  and  as  this  experiment  v;as  plant- 

^  ed  with  Dov/nings,  the  potatoes  are  ripe  and  in  excellent  condition  for  digging, 
•  (W.  C.  Edmunds  on). 


Wisconsin  Notes 


-3- 


Ser)t.  24.  1919. 


'  On  Thursday,  sept.  18,  tte  writer  visited  the  Triumph  field  of  Vif,  M.  ScribrBr, 

Bancroft,  V/is,    The  plants  were  still  at  least  10%  green  and  so  it  was  possible  to 
determine  the  strain  to  be  vigorous^  and  very  free  from  disease.    The  potatoes  in 
this  field  and  in  fact  in  many  5f  the  fields  of  Portage  County  are  planted  on  the 
•     check  plan  -  3  feet  each  way  and  tilled  both  ways.    There  was  much  evidence  of  leaf 
'      hopper  injury  and  Mr»  Scribner  reported  serious  damage  in  his  vicinity  this  year. 
The  tubers  were  found  to  be  of  very  good  type,  free  from  scab,  and  promising  a 
yield  of  about  200  bushels.     Arrangements  were  concluded  for  the  purchase  of  seed 
stock  for  our  ScutVern  trials, 

On  Friday  night,  I  met  Prof.  Tie  bout  and  Milward  at  Spoomr,  Wis.      The  former 
is  horticulturist  at  the  Louisiana  Experiirent  Station  and  is  one  of  cur  Southern 
cooperators.    He  is  very  much  interested  in  the  potato  seed  stock  work  and  was 
combining  attendance  at  Vegetable  Growers  of  America  Convention  at  Detroit  with  an 
inspection  trip  of  Northern  potato  fields  and  the  potato  industry  in  general. 
Saturday  morning  we  vial  ted  the  Branch  Station  at  Spconer  and  inspected  our  exper- 
imental plots  and  stock  in  storage  cellar*      Prof.  Tiebout  was  peculiarly  interested 
in  seed  balls  found  on  the  seedlings. 

Saturday  afternoon  (Sept.  20)  the  party  travelled  to  Seebey  to  see  thiS  Triumph 
field  of  Gunnar  Mosbaek,  and  when  hills  of  18,  19, a  20  and  even  24  marketable  tubers 
were  uncovered,  I  believe  it  was  a  revelation  to  Prof.  Tiebout*      Saturday  night, 
he  and  the  v;riter  left  for  Duluth  and  St »  Paul,  Minn« 

(j»  V/4  Wellington 

Minnesota  Notes.  Sept.  24 ^  1919. 

Sunday  morning  was  utilized  in  visiting  the  commission  house  of  Fitzsimmons  & 
Palmer  in  Duluth,  a  firm  which  handles  some  of  the  Louisiana  Experiment  Station 
products. 

Monday  (Sept,  22)  was  spent  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  in  consultation  with 
Prof.  Tolaas,  Dr,  Bisbee  and  others  and  in  visiting  certain  commission  houses. 
Prof.  Tiebout  left  at  8  P.M.  for  Chicago. 

Tuesday  the  writer  journeyed  to  Isanti  to  see  the  Triumph  field  of  J.  D. 
Wheels.    The  yield  was  found  to  be  light  and  tubers  small  but  the  stock  was  of 
good  type  and  condition. 

Wednesday  was  spent  in  visiting  potato  growers  near  the  cities'  in  compan^ed 
with  Prof.  Alderman  J  new  head  of  the  horticultural  division. 

Sept,  27 y  1919. 

V/hen  at  Isanti,  Minn,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  23,  potatoes  vrere  selling  at  2:30  per 
cwte  for  high  grade  stock  in  new  sacks.      Early  Ohio  is  in  particular  demand  on 
account  of  the  comparative  failure  of  the  Iowa  crop  -  this  variety  apparently  being 
a  favorite  in  that  stat^.      Many  Minnesota  growers  are  going  to  plant  heavily  of 
Ohio  next  spring;  especially  in  those  sections  where  Triumphs  have  been  grown,  for 
%    the  reds  are  difficult  to  dispose  of  this  fall.      At  Bemidji,  Minn,  first  class 
white  stock  was  ranging  from  ii;'2,10  to  $2.30  sacked.      The  writer  has  not  seen  any 
evidence  of  late  blight  rot  in  the  sections  visited  this  past  week. 

Prof.  Tolaas  kindly  spared  one  of  his  inspectors,  Mr*  Kcppen,  to  accompany  me 
on  my  journey  about  Isanti  and  Thursday  we  travelled  to  Bemidji,  Minn,  where  v/e  met 
A,  Vi'V  Aadodt,  the  County  Farm  Bureau  Agent.      Aamodt  is  successfully  carrying  out  a 
plan  to  market  the  potato  crop  in  his  county*    He  has  sent  a  circular  letter  to 
Farm  Bureau  men  and  others  in  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  etc*  describing  his  crop^ 
and  is  gettir^  many  responses. 


Friday,  (Sept»  26)  Koppen,  Aamodt  and  myself  went  to  Solv;ay  to  see  the 
Triumphs  on  George  Becker's  farm  and  found  some  fine  clean  stock*    We  stopped  in 
many  fields  and  visited  the  warehouses  in  Solv/ay.      The  crop  is  light   in  this 
section,  although  the  tute rs  of  certain  sorts  like  Green  Mountain  are  very  large 
and  inclined  to  coarseness* 

Saturday  morning  (Sept«  27.)  v/as  spent  in  Bemidji  visiting  warehouses  and 
noting  itethcds  of  filling  houses  and  loading  cars.      Green  Mountain,  King,  Triumphj 
Burbank  Russet,  were  among  the  kinds  seen.    Left  Beraidji  at  noon,  arriving  at 
Grand  Rapids  about  3  p,m»    Went  out  to  our  plots  on  the  North  Central  Experimental 
Farm  and  arranged  to  start  harvesting  Monday  morning*      Mr,  Bergh  is  harvesting 
some  Green  Mountains  today  which  yield  over  300  bushels  per  acre  of  nice  clean 
at  ock  * 

(j,  W»  Wellington), 

l^'ashington  D^Ct  Notes.  October  4,  1919. 

Since  my  return  to  the  Office  Thursday  morning,  October  2,  cur  efforts  have 
teen  chiefly  directed  toward  answering  correspondence  which  had  accumulated 
during  my  absence.      It  is  with  regret  that  I  announce  the  near  departure  of  cur 
efficierit  assistant  and  editor,  Miss  Marie  F»  V/immer,  who  has  tendered  her  resig- 
nation to  take  effect  October  15« 

Stuart). 


T  H  E  EYE 

WEEKLY  FOTA'^O  BULLETIN 
of  "the 

OFFICE  OF  KORTIGULTimAL  &  POMOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS. 
OCT  11  1919 


The  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  by  permissica 

from  the  Office  of  Horticultural  and  Pcr.ological  Investigations » 

\ 

I 


For  the  week  ending  October  U,  1919. 

A  few  rows  of  potatoes  in  the  Varietal  Experiment  were  harvested  last  week. 
About  half  of  the  seedlings  were  also  hai'vested.    Last  night  we  had  a  frost 
which  killed  some  of  the  vines,  hut  a  heavier  frost  is  needed. 
1  The  writer  expects  to  make  a  trip  in  the  near  future  with  County  Agem: 

M.  E.  Knapp  in  the  dry-lar.d  section  near  Grover,  Colo.,  to  look  over  the  crop 
^       with  a  view  to  securing  good  dry-land  Pearl  seed  for  next,  yearns  test. 

Potatoes  are  selling  from  $1.80  to  $?.00  per  hundred,  the  varieties  being 
mostly  Downing  and  Triumph,  also  some  Early  Ohio, 

(W.C  .Edmunds on) , 

Jerome.  Ida.ho,  F?r  ;.he  week  3nding  Sept>  27.  1919. 

The  vveather  conditions  for  the  week  have  beeu  ao>ra-c  norrrial  xcr  the  season. 
Potatoes  are  still  in  good  condition  and  rnlcss  a  heavy  frost  cotaes  soori  we 
will  'not  harvest  for  at  least  two  weeks . 

Beavjo  were  harvested  on  Thursday,  Sept'^mber  2f.,  and  piled  to  c-^are.  All 
potato  roginng  has  been  done  for  some  time, 

(I. -  L  Ccrbett). 
For  the  week  ending  October  913,3- 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  Ijeen  much  like  eastern  fall 
weather,  cloudy  and  rain.     On  Tuesday  2/'^  inch  of  rain  fell;   jn  \V>drxesdaj  a^bout 
1/5  inch  and  on  Thursday  about  l/lO  inch.      The  soil  is  quite  moist  and  fa?.l 
plowing  is  being  pushed  while  the  soil  conditions  are  favorable.      No  frost  has 
occurred  to  do  any  damage  to  date^ 

We  will  not  harvest  potatoes  until  the  coming  week;  if  then,  as  I  feex  they 
are  better  in  the  ground  than  harvested.      All  tender  crops  that  were  ready  to 
harvest  have  been  taken  care  of  in  anticipation  of  killing  frosts. 

'  (L    L,  Corbett). 

Minnesota  Notes,  g_qr_the  week  ending  October  ^4.191^. 

Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  spent  in  harvesting  cur  experimental 
plots  of  potatoes  at  the  North  Central  Experiment  Station,  Grand  P.apids.  Because 
of  flood  injury  during  the  summer,  it  was  necessary  to  d'.scard  the  lower  portion 
of  our  plot,  retaining  a  length  of  26U  feet,  which  will  yield  fairly  accurate 
records.      The  highest  yielding  variety  was  Green  Mountain,  one  strain  of  which 
1  yielded  over  3OO  bushels  per  acre,      Altogether  the  yields  were  much  better  than 

'*  anticipated.      The  new  storage  cellar  at  the  Station  is  building  very  slowly  due 

to  the  cold  rainy  v\?eather  which  prevailed  the  beginning  of  the  week, 

Thursday,  through  the  courtesy  ox  Mr '/"'^ewe?  1 ,  County  Agent,  the  writer  visit- 
ed the  farm  of  Heinrichs  Eros,  at  Cohasset ,  it\  order  to  complete  arrangements  for 
securing  Triumph  seed.    We  stopped  in  several  potato  fields,  one  of  which,  suppos- 
ed to  be  Green  Mountain  was  particularly  interesting,  in  that  it  contained  a 
mixture  of  Burbank,  Rural,  King,  Beauty  of  Hebron,  Early  Rose  and  perhaps  others, 
i  Still,  the  owner  was  inclined  to  boast  of  the  choice  character  of  the  stock. 

Potatoes  sell  in  Grand  Rapids  and  vicinity  at  $1.00  per  bushel  for  first 
quality  white  stock. 

Left  Grand  Rapids  Friday  morning  via  bus  to  Goleraine  for  Spooner,  Wis,  to 
complete  our  harvesting  there. 

(J.W.Wellington). 


y  ■ 


Greeley,  Colo. 


Spooner.  Wisconsin  Notes.  October  h.  1919. 

I  fo-und  Mr.  Hansen  ready  to  start  harvesting  oiar  late  stock,  so  Satiirday 
night  fo-und  about  one-third  of  the  late  field  completed.      Writer  finished  the 
digging  of  seedlings,  one  of  which  #3Sgl6  is  very  promising  in  yield,  quality, 
appearance,  eitc. 

The  landscape  of  northern  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  is  wonderfully  beautiful 
now,  with  its  autiamn  coloration  of  scarlet,  gold  and  green. 

(J.W.Wellington). 

Wisconsin  Notes.  ^  October  6,  1919. 

Weather  for  the  next  ten  days  will  be  an  important  determining  factor  re- 
lative to  the  potato  crop  in  Wisconsin,      Indications  point  to  a  total  crop  of 
about  28,000,000  bushels.     In  the  central  section  of  the  state  practically  no 
late  blight  has  developed.      The  crop  has  been  reduced  here,  hov^ever,  due  to 
attacks  of  insects. 

In  the  northern  and  cooler  counties,  late  potato  blight  has  developed  in 
spots.      The  disease  is ^not  generally  prevalent.    Rot  has  done  some  damage  in 
some  sections,  especially  on  the  heavier  soils.     If  the  weather  turns  clear  and 
cool,  not  much  damage  is  anticipated  on  the  lighter  sandy  soils. 

Some  very  good  j'^ields  will  be  reported  from  Wisconsin  this  year. 

The  price  of  potatoes  at  Wisconsin  warehouses  last  week  ranged  around  $1.75 
per  hundred. 

Seed  potato  improvement  has  made  better  progress  this  year  than  in  any 
previous  season.    Tvvo  hundred  and  seventy  men  applied  for  inspection,    Mr,  Brann 
is  now  making  the  second  inspection  of  the  crop  and  probably  from  two  hundred  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  will  receive  certificates, 

T'wenty-one  counties  h^.ve  entered  for  the  Potato  Shov;  and  entries  are  being 
received  at  the  Secretary's  office  in  all  the  competitive  classes. 

Local  meetings  are  being  held  in  the  potato  counties  and  many  local  pota.to 
shows  will  be  arranged  before  th£  date  of  the  Potato  Exposition  at  Milwaukee, 
December  S-13,  I9I9. 

(J,  Ct.  Milward). 


Washington  B>C.  Motes.  October  10.  1919. 

Little  of  interest  has  transpired  this  week,    Mr.  J.  G,  Sanders  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Department  of  Agriculture  was  a  caller  at  the  Office  on 
Thursday,      Mr,  Sanders  has  recently  returned  from  an  extended  trip  abroad  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  first  hand  information  concerning  the  distribution  of  the 
potato  wart  disease  in  Great  Britain,  varieties  resistant  to  it,  and  methods  of 
control  employed.      The  infornration  sec-ured  is  to  be  published  in  the  near  future 
by  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board  under  whose  auspices  the  trip  was  made. 

Notes  were  taken  Wednesday  on  the  varieties  and  seedling  potatoes  planted  on 
Arlington  Farm  July  26,    No  observable  differences  could  be  noted  between  the 
three  lots  of  Irish  Cobbler  and  Green  Mountain  seed  potatoes  stored  at  32,  3^ 
and  ^0  degrees  F,  during  the  winter  period.      The  seedlings  having  McGorraick 
blood  in  them  have  made  a  good  growth  and  if  killing  frost  holds  off  until  the 
last  of  the  month,  it  will  give  ample  time  for  them  to  mature.      The  early  var- 


ieties  are  matiiring  in  the  order  named;  Triumph,  vines  practically  dead,  Irish 
Cobbler  and  Early  Ohio  abo-at  50^  ripe;  White  Onio  and  Early  Rose  about  UC^  ripe. 

The  weather  diiring  the  early  part  of  the  week  was  decidedly  cool  but  warnt- 
er  weather  now  prevails* 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1C6U  --'Production  of  Late  or  IViain  Crop  Potatoes"  is 
just  off  the  press,      This  bulletin  takes  the  place  of  Farmers*  Bulletin  No*  3o5 
entitled  Farm  Management  in  Northern  Potato  Growing  Sections,  which  was  really  a 
treatise  on  potato  growing  in  the  northeastern  United  States, 

(Wm<  St^oart). 


Presque  Isle.  Me,  For  the  week  endins;  October  ^,1919« 

We  finished  harvesting  on  Aroostook  Farm  Tuesday  night.      We  have  since 
then  been  checking  over  our  material  in  the  potato  house,  weighing  and  recording 
Hill  Selections  and  Tuber  Units,  and  racking  and  grading  discarded  stock. 
Very  heavy  rains  the  last  of  the  week  were  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  belated 
harvesters , 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  from  $2.50  to  $3jOO  per  barrel,  Considerable 
rot  is  found  in  the  late  varieties  and  buyers  are  looking  for  Cobblers  only. 

(P.M. Lombard). 
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Gyeelcy,  Colo.  For  the  week  ending  October  11.  1919. 

STaring  the  past  week  v^ro  have  had  frosts  almost  every  night*    The  vines 
are  dead  and  the  soil  is  in  good  condition  for  the  harvest.    Most  of  the 
potato  growers  in  this  vicinity  have  started  digging  their  late  crop. 
We  "began  digging  last  week,  and  if  the  vveather  permits,  we  probahly  shall 
finish  the  machine  digging  this  week. 

^  Potatoes  are  selling  at  from  $1,80  to  $li90  per  hundred  weight. 

't 

(W.C.Edimindson), 


Jerome,  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  October  11,  1919 > 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable* 
The  first  cold  to  do  damage  occurred  on  Thursday  and  Friday  mornings, 
when  the  thermometer  registered  27  and  2k  degrees  F,,  respectively. 

All  tender  crops,  however,  were  harvested  and  so  no  damage  was  done, 
V/e  have  commenced  hai'vesting  potatoes  and  the  yield  and  quality  seem  very 
good  for  the  season,    The  results  obtained  will  be  reported  as  soon  as 
harvesting  is  finished, 

(L.L.Corbett)* 

Presque  Isle,  Me,  For  the  week  ending  October  11,  1919. 


The  general  condition  of  the  potato  market  is  unchanged.  Potatoes 
are  selling  for  from  $2.50  to  $2.75  P®^  barrel,  well  graded  stock  bringing 
as  high  as  $2 ♦85. 

The  weather  is  cool  and  cloudy.    It  rained  Friday  and  Satiirday,  There 
are  still  some  potatoes  in  the  ground,    V^e  harvested  at  Echo  Lake  V/ednes- 
day,  the  yield  and  general  condition  of  the  stock  being  only  fair. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  we  have  been  storing  our  seed  stock  and  disposing 
of  surplus  for  table  stock. 

(P.M.Lombard)  e 
October  15.  1919. 

I  am  leaving  Presque  Isle  today.    Will  take  leave  at  .Portland,  going 
from  there  to  Vermont.    I  expect  to  arrive  in  V/ashington,  October  30  or  3I, 

(Chas, F.Clark). 

'  Spooner.  Wisconsin  Notes.  October  11^  19i9« 

,^  The  first  four  days  of  the  week  were  spent  in  harvesting  the  experi- 

mental plots  of  Rural  New  Yorker  #2  and  Green  Mountain,  at  the  Spooner 
Branch  Station,  and  arranging  the  seed  stock  in  the  storage  cellar.  The 
Green  Mountains  v/e«a  very  severely  disfigured  with  scab,  except  one  lot 
of  twelve  rows  which  was  planted  in  a  separate  field.    It  is  interesting 
that  in  this  latter  field,  the  C-r  een  Mountains  outyielded  Rurals  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  bushels  per  acre.    The  Rurals  were  all  very  fine  in 
appearance  and  it  was  difficult  to  make  a  choice  of  the  best  strain. 
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Jrids.y  spent  in  fraiaing  th^  apple  boxes  which  are  to  be  used 
foi  shipping  Trimnph  potatoes  South  and  billing  them  to  the  Wisconsin 
groovers 

Saturiay-j  the  writer  spent  'A'ith  Prof,  Milvvard  at  'Wladison  in  going 
over  the  results  of  the  field  work  at  Spooner* 

( J, W, Wellington) t 

waaning-ton  D-.O,  Notes.  October  11^  iqi^« 

The  -veather  during  the  past  week  has  been  unusually  favorable  to  late 
potatoes  in  tn^s  section.    As  yet,  there  has  been  no  frost  injury  to  even 
tende?'  plan'rs  ?.nd  copious  showers  have  supplied  the  necessary  moisture  to 
insure  gjcd  crops.. 

Mr,  Wellington  writes  us  that  he  is  in  northwestern  Nebraska,  secur- 
ing the  seid  stock  required  for  our  work  in  the  South,  and  in  the  Northt 

Miss  V/iimer  severed  her  relations  with  the  Office  on  the  15th,  This 
week's  ''Eye"  is  being  edited  by  her  successor,  Miss  Norica  L,  Hughes*  vJe 
take  occasion  to  announce  in  the  present  number  of  the  "Eye"  that  its 
publication  will  cease  "with  the  November  1st  issue,  until  next  Spring/ 


(Wm,  Stuart S 
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Grocloy.  Colo. 


For  th3  W3ek  ending  October  IS.  191.9 


Vi/e  finished  hajrvosting  the  experiment  plats  last  week,  but  r,3  yet  have 
not  had  time  to  get  any  data  as  to  results, 

IVg  started  this  morning  to  ni-n-aro  next  year's  potato  growid  so  that  the 
land  may  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  fertilizer  for  next  year's  crop.    As  soon 
as  the  land  is  manured  we  e:q:ect  to  crown  the  alfalfa. 

The  potato  harvest  is  at  its  height  at  present  in  the  Greeley  district, 
I  h£.ve  visited  some  fields  that  are  meking  from  I5O  to  I80  sacks  per  acre,  but 
the  majority  of  the  fields  fall  far  below  this  yield  for  this  year.     The  q.iir..l- 
ity  is  good,  however.    Potatoes  are  bringing  from  $1.90  to  $2,10  per  hundred 
with  plenty  of  buyers. 

(W.C .Edmunds on) . 

Nebraska  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  October  18,  1919. 

I  arrived  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  Tuesday,  and  after  a  conference  with 
Prof.  H,  0.  Werner  concerning  the  best  sources  of  seed  stock  in  the  v;estern 
counties,  I  left  for  Alliance,  passing  thro\igh  a  snow  storm  on  the  journey. 

Several  days  v.fere  spent  in  Alliance  in  re-shipping  boxes  and  securing 
one  lot  of  Triumph  seed  from  O'Bannon  Brothers,    The  potato  growers  about 
Alliance  have  had  a  poor  year  :iue  to  lack  of  moisture  during  the  growing  sea- 
son.   The  tubers  that  the  writer  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  were  either 
large  and  coarse  or  cull  sizes,     Considerable  injury  from  field  freezing  has 
occurred  in  northwestern  Nebraska.     Growers  loading  Ohio's  £.t  Alliance  were 
observed  to  be  discarding  quite  a  large  percentage  of  frozen  stock.  Yields 
of  sixty  bushels  and  less  were  common  .about  Alliance  and  a  pot£.to  grower  at 
Chadron  inforiiEd  the  writer  that  many  fields  in  his  vicinity  v\/ould  not  even 
be  dug. 

On  Friday,  I  left  AllicJice  for  Chadron,  and  during  Saturdw-y  boxed  and 
shipped  a  second  lot  of  Triunphs  from  the  farm  of  A.  \V,  Huling,  ten  miles 
East  of  ChadL-on.    This  second  lot  of  Triumph  was  very  clean,  attractive  stocks 

I  expect  to  spend  next  week  in  the  southwestern  counties  of  Nebra^ska. 
As  I  am  writing  these  notes,  Sunday,  at  Chadron,  there  are  five  inches  or 
more  of  snow  in  the  streets  and  m£-.ny  acres  of  pote.toes  still  in  the  grounds 

(J.W.Wellington) e 

Texas  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  October  IS,  1919. 

Weather  conditions  for  the  pEist  five  weeks  have  been  very  unfavorable  for 
the  farmers,    About  ten  inches  of  rain  has  fallen.     It  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate the  d-JTi^.ge  th:;vt  has  been  done  and  insufficient  help  is  likely  to  cause 
further  damage  if  the  present  wec.ther  conditions  continue. 

Most  of  the  farmers  :.re  prr.ctically  thru  harvesting  their  feed  crops  and 
the  order  of  the  d£-y  now  is,   "Pick  cotton.,"    It  is  literally  true  that  the 
fields  are  v;hite  to  harvest  but  the  laborers  are  few.    The  cotton  crop  is 
fine,  though  of  course,  it  has  been  dam.aged  by  so  much  rain.    Cotton  is  bring- 
ing around  35?^  F<3r  pound  in  the  local  m^^rket.    So  f-^r,  we  have  had  no  frost  t. 
The  late  planting  of  Irish  potatoes  has  not  been  harvested.    They  have  made  a 
poor  growth  and  do  not  look  promising. 

(Guy  M,  Eowe), 


Washinzton  D.C.  l'Totes*  October  18.  IQl^^ 

Th3  past  week  has  been  a  rather  ^jineventful  one  so  far  as  the  writer  ^s 
activities  e,re  concerned,    A  n-anber  of  inquiries  have  been  re  csived  regard- 
ing the  identity  of  potato  varieties,  showing  that  growers  are  desirous  to 
know  the  varieties  vnth  which  they  are  dealing.    Messrs.  L.  D.  Sweet  and 
F.  H,  Douthitt  were  callers  at  the  office  this  vveek. 

We  exe  a,t  present  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a  manuscript  on  potato 
production  in  the  South  for  Depa-rtoiental  publication. 

Dr,  C.  F,  Clark  is  spending  a  portion  of  his  vacation  in  Vermont  and 
Mr.  Lorr-bara  is  on  lea.ve  in  western  Nev/  York, 

The  weather  v;as  fair  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  but  has  been 
rainy  the  past  tv;o  days.    We  have  had  no  frost  thus  far,     'The  late  potato 
crop  is  doing  vvell  in  this  section* 


(Wm.  Stuart ) , 
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Greeley.  Colo 


For  the  week  ending,  OctQ"b_er  25,  1919 «. 


Ihoring  the  past  week  we  have  raamired  the  potato  groimd  for  next  year's 
crop.    We  expect  to  begin  crowning  the  alf-lfa,  on  Mondi.y,  if  the  weather 
permits.    Some  time  has  been  spent  during  the  wes-k  visiting  rotate  fields 
that  are  being  harvested.    A  nximber  of  potato  storage  cellars  have  also 
been  inspected* 

On  the  whole,  the  qnality  of  the  crop  is  very  good,  but  the  yield  is 
not  very  satisfactory.     I  think  another  week  probably  will  finish  the  potato 
harvest  in  this  section* 

Growers  are  having  no  trouble  in  disposing  of  their  crop  for  buyers  are 
numerous.    Rurals  and  Pearls  are  bringing  from  $2.25        $2.30|  while  the 
poorly  graded  s.re  selling  for  about  $2.00  per  hundred, 

Mr,  H.  E,  Truaz,  Investigator  in  Marketing,  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets, 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  Dr.  G.  PI.  K,  Link,  of  the  Office  of  Cotton,  Truck, 
and  Forage  Crop  Disease  Investigations,  of  the  Bures,u  of  Plant  Industry, 
were  visitors  at  the  Station  on  Saturd^.y,  October  ISth. 

(W.C.Ediiiundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  October  18^  1919. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  ideal  for  farm  work. 
The  temperat-ures  have  not  been  very  low  for  the  season,  only  one  night  with 
frost. 

Vfe  harvested  the  potatoes  during  the  week  with  the  exception  of  the 
seedlings  which  will  be  harvested  Monday* 

The  yields  are  only  nomanal.    Actual  weights  will  be  given  in  my  next 
report  when  all  the  potatoes  will  have  been  harvested. 

(L.L.Corbett). 

Presque  Isle,  Me.  For  the  week  ending  October  18^  11^19. 

The  work  at  Presque  Isle  was  closed  for  the  season,  October  21st. 

The  weather  for  the  past  nine  days  has  been  more  or  less  clouc3y  with 
considerable  rain,  and  several  very  cold  nights. 

For  the  raost  part  the  potato  crop  is  harvested.    Potatoes  ranged  in  pries, 
up  to  Saturday,  from  $2.50  to  $2.75  psr  barrel,    Sat-urday,  the  price  junped 
to  $3.00  and  Mondcy  and  Tuesday,  advanced  to  $3.30  and  $3.46. 

The  seed  stock  &.nd  materi&l  for  drying  storage  and  frost  experiments 
were  loaded  in  a  ca.r  Safurday  and  went  out  that  night.    Storage  experiments 
in  our  potato  house  were  continued  this  year  and  only  differ  from  the  past 
two  seasons,  in  that  Green  Mountains  were  used  for  bulk  stock  in  place  of 
Irish  Cobblers- 

The  greenhouse  has  been  boarded  up  and  the  rafters  braced  on  the  inside« 
The  writer  leaves  for  Boston,  V/ednesday  night,  and  will  go  on  fifteen 
day's  leave,  in  Rochester,  New  York,    Address  2'JS  Adams  Street, 


(P.M.Lombard). 
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Washington,  D.C.  .Notes  October,  2 1919^ 

Another  week  of  fair  weax\i^  k&s  v<iry  tea^«r:3alXy  increased  the  yield 
of  the  late  potato  crop  which,  for  the  most  part,  is  still  in  an  active 
stats  of  growth*    V/e  are  planning  to  harvest  our  crop  next  week. 

The  potato  shipment  from  Ifeine  arrived  on  V/ednesday  and  was  unloaded 
the  following  day«    It  is  being  placed  in  cold  storage  today  (Friday)* 

Dr.  Clark  is  ezpecsted  to  return  to  the  office  today.    Mr,  Wellington 
is  in  Minnesota  this  week*    A  telegram  from  him  on  Thursday  announced  that 
he  was  at  Grand  Rapids.    We  are  expecting  him  back  in  Washington  next  week. 

As  this  is  to  be  the  last  issue  of  the  "Eye"  until  its  resunption  next 
Spring,  we  take  this  opport'onity  to  thank  those  who  have  contributed  to  its 
pages  during  the  season;  and  to  express  the  hope  that  its  readers,  one  and 
all,  may  have  found  something  of  interest  to  them  in  its  pages. 

(V/m,  Stuart ) » 


